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Big lots, low price
Sun ‘N Lake to consider selling 1,300 lots for $500K

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Local govern-
ment entities have wanted 
to get vacant, foreclosed lots 
out of public hands back in 
private hands, and on tax 
rolls again.

Sun ‘N Lake Special 
Improvement District has 
an opportunity to do that 

on Friday with 1,300 lots in 
the Unit 12 area, between 
Tanglewood and Ortega 
Boulevard.

The Board of Supervisors 
has a contract in front of it to 
sell those lots to Ramsidtor 
Properties Inc., of which local 
developer Raymond Hornick 
is a principal, for $500,000.

Those lots would be the 
majority of the 1,534 lots 

the district foreclosed on in 
December last year, accord-
ing to Sun ‘N Lake General 
Manager Tanya Cannady.

The appraised value for 
that entire unit, which 
includes more lots than the 
sale, is $3.85 million, accord-
ing to agenda materials.

Cannady said the appraisal 
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A graphic shows the lots, fore-
closed on by the Sun ‘N Lake of 
Sebring Board of Supervisors, 
that Ramsidtor Properties Inc. 
has proposed to buy for $500,000. 
Developer Raymond Hornick, a 
principal of the company, has 
indicated to District staff that this 
would be for development. Some 
residents wonder if $500,000 is 
a fair price for most of the lots 
in Unit 12, which as a whole is 
appraised at $3.85 million.

County adds 20 cases of COVID, 3 deaths 
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The 
Florida Department 
of Health’s Wednesday 
COVID-19 report showed 
Highlands County 
having a poor day for the 
second day in a row. On 
Wednesday, the county 
added 20 new cases of 
coronavirus and reported 
three more deaths from 
the previous day’s report.

The new infections 
bring the total positive 
cases to 2,285, including 
non-residents. The report 
shows the cases came 
from 164 processed 
tests on Oct. 6. The 
positivity rate for Oct. 
6 was 10.87%, per the 
Wednesday report. That 

is a slight tick up from the 
previous day’s positivity 
rate and the highest since 
Sept. 22. A positivity 
rate of 5% or less for two 
weeks is a guideline for 
reopening.

According to the 
Highlands County Board 
of County Commission, 
21,963 people have been 
tested with 19,667 nega-
tive tests with 11 incon-
clusive and 13 tests still 
pending on Wednesday.

The three new deaths 
has brought the overall 
death toll to 97 people, 
or 3% of all cases. There 
have been 248 hospital-
izations in the county. 
Currently there are 19, 
five more people admit-
ted than the previous 
day’s report.

Statewide, the positive 
cases rose by 2,582, which 
includes non-residents. 
The new total of positive 
case on Wednesday was 
722,707. The new cases 
came from 58,810 tests 
processed, which was 
quite a bit more than the 
previous day’s tests at 
41,120 tests. There was 
an additional 137 new 
deaths to bring the toll to 
14,904.

The FDOH report 
shows a slight dip in the 
positivity rate to 4.15%, 
down from 5.25% the 
previous day. In the 
case of positivity, less is 
always better.

Other counties have 
not been as fortunate 
as Highlands County, 
which has only every 

seen single and double 
digits. Many neighboring 
counties have come 
down from quadruple 
digit jumps and are 
down to a relative low 
triple digits. They are: 
Broward — 239, Dade 
— 421, Duval — 189, 
Hillsborough — 139, 
Orange — 195, and Palm 
Beach — 138.

Dixie and Liberty 
counties must be doing 
something right as they 
had zero new cases in 
Wednesday’s report.

Nationally, there have 
been 7,533,976 cases of 
infections and 211,492 
deaths.

Globally, there have 
been 35,980,287 cases of 
COVID-19 and 1,052,193 
deaths reported.

Arrest made 
in pedestrian 

fatality 
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — A Lake Wales pedestrian 
was killed Tuesday night after being 
struck by the driver of a pickup truck near 
the intersection of College Drive and U.S. 
27.

The Florida Highway Patrol arrested 
Clifford Clayton Coleman, 63, of Sebring 
in the death of the victim. Coleman has 
been charged with DUI cause of death 
to a human and negligent manslaughter, 
DUI cause death, fail to render aid. He is 
being held without bond in the Highlands 
County Jail.

FHP crash reports no longer come in 
with names involved in crashes and/or 
fatalities. The FHP crash report involving 
Coleman and his victim did not contain 
the names. However, the FHP arrest 
report obtained through the Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office shows the name of 
the suspect and victim.

According to the report, the fatality 
occurred along U.S. 27 just south of 
Sachsenmaier Drive at about 7:27 p.m. 
Tuesday. The arrest report shows the 
victim was James Marvin Carter, 44. The 
FHP crash report shows the next of kin 
was notified.

According to the report, Carter was 
walking southbound with a companion 
on the “outside paved apron of U.S. 
27.” The report said Carter was walking 

Electoral College

‘Crisis management’ here to say
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Five times since the 
founding of the United States, pres-
idential candidates have won the 
popular vote but lost the election to 
the Electoral College.

Some have begun to wonder if it 
might be better to end that system for 
a popular vote, but doing so may not 
be as easy as it seems.

“The small rural states will never 
give up their power,” said Dr. Marcy 
Everest, professor of political science 
at South Florida State College. “They 
are never going to agree to give elec-
toral votes to who wins the national 
vote.”

It came from the aftermath of 
the Revolutionary War. In 1787, just 

four years after England recognized 
the United States’ independence, 
the nation was in a huge economic 
depression, Everest said. Commerce 
had ground to a halt with food short-
ages, no national trade laws, every 
state printing its own currency, with 
exchange rates changing by the hour.

The nation had no funds for an army 
or navy and no way to pay back foreign 
powers who helped them win the war. 
The Founders figured they had two 
years, at best, before another nation 
invaded.

Also, Shay’s Rebellion in 1786 had 
shown the nation couldn’t afford to 
compensate its veterans, who, still 
trying to rebuild their lives, were 
unable to pay taxes to help the nation 

STEVE CANNON/AP FILE PHOTO

Members of Florida Electoral College applaud as the vote for Donald Trump was announced at the state Capitol, Monday, Dec. 19, 2016, in 
Tallahassee.
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An Electoral College ballot from Illinois is seen 
during a joint session of Congress to count the 
votes in Washington, Friday, Jan. 6, 2017. ELECTORAL | 8A

SALE | 8A
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A pedestrian was killed on Tuesday night near 
West College Drive and U.S. 27.
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