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Tuck called out 
for racially-

charged post
County decries post; 

residents call for 
investigation

By PHIL 
ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING 
— A racial-
ly-charged 
post on the 
personal social 
media page 
of County 
Commissioner 
Arlene Tuck 
has drawn a 
rebuke from 
the chair of 
the County 
Commission 
and calls 
for an ethics 
investigation.

Tuck, in 
turn, has said 
she had no 
knowledge 
of the post. 
She suspects 
her Facebook 
account was 
hacked and 
she said she 
took it down 
after learning about it from others.

The post in question, white letters on a 
purple background, states, “If Blacks now 
have their own National Anthem then 
they need their own welfare system paid 
for by Rich Black Athletes.” It has been 
taken down, but screenshots of the post 
were received by the Highlands News-Sun 
Wednesday night.

“I would never post anything like 
that,” Tuck told the Highlands News-Sun 
Thursday.

A post to Tuck’s page at 10:53 a.m. 
Thursday states, “I have been hacked. 
I will be off facebook (sic) until it can 
get straightened out. Please believe me 
when I say I did not post any offensive 
statement.”

That explanation then received a 
barrage of comments from members of 
the community, many of them adding 
screenshots of apparent other posts from 
her page expressing similar views to the 
original offensive post. One, dated for a 
day prior, asked whether or not people 
believe that God made only two sexes, 
male and female, and if they are not 
afraid to say so. A second one dated a day 
prior, on a red, white and blue back-
ground, asserts that only U.S. citizens 
should vote in U.S. elections, receive 
U.S. benefits or be counted in the U.S. 
Census. Another, dated three days prior, 
apparently shared from a group called 
“Trump for President 2020” suggested 
that a vote for Trump and for the solid 
field of Republicans in both the Senate 
and House of Representatives would 
result in rioters being punished and 
shut down. One apparently shared five 
days prior from a Facebook page called 

Changes taking shape at Veterans Beach
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The boat ramps at 
Veterans Beach remain closed as work 
continues on the dock replacement 
project at the City of Sebring’s park on 
Lake Jackson.

The half-million dollar project, 
which started in mid-July, is designed 
to provide improvements for those 
launching and retrieving their boats 
from the lake.

Workers have to cut out some 
concrete and re-pour some concrete, 
City Manager Scott Noethlich said 
Wednesday. Those are the main items 
that are left for the contractor who is 
doing the seawall rebuild and the boat 
dock changes.

The pier, the gangway and the float-
ing pier have been constructed and are 
in place, he said.

The boat ramps closed Aug. 24 and 
at that time were expected to remain 
closed for four to five weeks.

Highlands News-Sun asked when 
the boat ramps would reopen at 
Veterans Beach. Noethlich said he 
didn’t know and he is waiting on a 
timeline from the contractor.

“I don’t know when they are going 
to do the concrete,” he said. “They 
have some technical difficulties with 
dealing with the concrete.”

They may have to use a bladder to 
move the water away from the upper 

boat ramp and pump the water out so 
the concrete can be poured, Noethlich 
said. They are going to replace that 
upper concrete portion partially down 
the ramp and will have to get rid of the 
water in order to pour that concrete.

Also, there are things the city wants 
to do, such as put in some solar-pow-
ered lighting.

Then Excavation Point will be doing 
the parking lot improvements and an 
electrical contractor to do the electri-
cal work out there. Loren Jock Trucking 
Inc. has been working on the seawall 
rebuilding and dock replacement.

The boat ramp behind the Sebring 
Elks Lodge is now open for temporary 
public use by those who live on Lake 
Jackson. Some silt had to be removed 
to make is usable for boaters.

The Elks boat ramp is open and peo-
ple have been utilizing it, Noethlich 
said. It is a shallow boat ramp, but he 
hasn’t heard of anybody not being able 
to use it.

“It is a little bit of a challenge be-
cause it is so shallow that you have to 
back your trailer and boat and vehicle 
out a ways before the boat has enough 
buoyancy to float,” he said.

MARC VALERO/STAFF

The new floating pier is in place at Veterans Beach on Lake Jackson, but the boat ramps remain closed as work continues.

Highlands adds 11 more 
COVID-19 cases

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBIRNG — Highlands 
County had 11 more 
COVID-19 cases, but no 
new deaths in the latest 
report from the Florida 
Department of Health.

Over the course of the 
pandemic, Highlands has 
had 2,121 virus cases and 82 
deaths.

Statewide, there were 
2,541 additional coronavirus 
cases for a total of 693,040 
with 177 new virus fatalities 
for a total of 13,795 Florida 
residents who have died due 
to COVID-19.

The zip code areas with 
the most cases in Highlands 
are: 33825 (Avon Park) with 

653 cases, 33870 (Sebring) 
with 580 cases, 33852 (Lake 
Placid) with 387 cases and 
33872 (Sebring) with 215 
cases.

Currently, 25 are hospi-
talized due to COVID-19 in 
Highlands County, which is 
three less than reported on 
Wednesday.

The previous day testing 
results show statewide 
there was a positivity rate of 
4.44% and Highlands had a 
positivity rate of 6.08%.

Hardee County had nine 
new cases and the highest 
positivity rate among the 
Heartland counties with 
11.69%. Glades County 
had four new cases with 
a positivity rate of 10%. 
DeSoto County had the third 

highest positivity rate in the 
area with 6.45% and four 
new cases.

Highlands County Board 
of County Commission, in 
partnership with Highlands 
County Department of 
Health and AdventHealth, 
is bringing free COVID-19 
drive-up testing to 
Highlands County residents. 
As part of the Federal CARES 
Act, Highlands County 
government has received 
Coronavirus Relief Funds, 
which are being used to 
offer these events. Advance 
reservations required.

Call 863-386-5690 during 
these hours, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday 
and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday.

Testing will take place at 

Lakeshore Mall (near Sears) 
on Wednesday, Sept. 30, Oct. 
7, 14, 21 and 28, 901 U.S. 
27 South, Sebring. Express 
service available with 
reservation from 8-10 a.m. 
Drive-ups welcome (without 
reservations) from 8-9 a.m. 
Testing is free with a valid 
government ID. All ages 
welcome. Highlands County 
residents only. Insurance 
not required. A doctor’s 
prescription is not required. 
Weather permitting.

Highlands County’s 
median age of 47 for its 
virus cases is among the 
highest in the state, but 
there are at least two other 
counties with higher median 
ages – Sumter County at 56 
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The work underway at Veterans Beach is part of a half-million dollar project involving the 
parking lot, seawall and dock between the two boat ramps.

What’s up dock?
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     COURTESY PHOTO/ 
FACEBOOK

A screenshot received by the 
Highlands News-Sun late 
Wednesday night shows a 
racially-charged post on the 
Facebook page of County 
Commissioner Arlene Tuck. 
Tuck claims she was hacked 
while the Board of County 
Commission has posted a 
rebuke of this post on its own 
Facebook account.

“I would never 
post anything 

like that.”
County Commissioner Arlene Tuck
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Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be a Seminole Wild Card Member to participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please cal 1.888.ADMIT.IT 800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.coma

d
n
o
=
0
0
0
4
5
5
3
5


