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STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County 
commissioners appear 
ready to pay for land 
on Haywood Taylor 
Boulevard for a new fire 
station to serve Sebring 
Airport and Spring Lake.

On a short action 
agenda slated for 

Tuesday’s meeting, the 
commission has an item 
to approve the funds to 
purchase 35 acres at 7301 
Haywood Taylor Blvd. The 
board already approved 
the $650,000 sale in a 
4-1 vote at its second 
March meeting. The site 
is planned for a new 
Highlands County Fire 
Rescue station to serve 

Spring Lake, 
Lorida and 
the Sebring 
Regional 
Airport.

It would 
also provide 
land for 
an animal 

adoption/shelter facility 
and law enforcement 
training facility, once 

funding becomes avail-
able for them. The land 
has 4.5 acres taken up by 
a utility easement for a 
power substation.

Commissioner Arlene 
Tuck, the dissenting vote, 
raised concerns about 
the road being busy and 
asked about the need 
for the training facility. 
County Administrator 

Randy Vosburg said the 
training facility would 
include tactical training 
and a driving skid pad. 
Commissioner Kathy 
Rapp also said the 
training center would be 
regional and noted that 
the county, by statute, 
must provide a pet friend-
ly shelter.

The agenda Tuesday 

includes Budget 
Amendment 20-21-070 
and a resolution, to be 
presented by Capital 
Project Manager Sarah 
Albritton, to increase 
Fund 151 (Infrastructure 
Surtax) by $181,169.25 to 
pay part of the sale price.

The rest of the funding 

Haywood Taylor site to be bought
Land purchase on agenda Tuesday
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Highlands County saw an increase of 
23 new COVID-19 cases, with the release 
of numbers on Sunday by the Florida 
Department of Health. The new cases 
bring the total number of cases seen in 
the county to 7,755, which consists of 
7,667 resident cases and 88 non-resident 
cases.

As we’ve seen before in the past two 
weeks, FDOH made a correction in the 
number of deaths in the county, removing 
one from Saturday’s report, which brings 
the total back to 322.

The county’s testing was down, with 222 
resident tests processed for the day, which 
resulted in a positivity rate of 10.36%.

Hospitalizations climbed four to 
614. The Agency for Health Care 
Administration showed 31 people hos-
pitalized with a primary diagnosis of 
COVID-19 as of early Sunday evening.

Of the new cases, two of them were in 
children 14 and younger, which brings the 
overall total in that age group to 516 cases.

The state numbers were down — both 
in new cases and in testing. The state 
reported 4,794 new cases, raising the 
overall total to 2,081,826 cases, which is 
broken into 2,042,881 resident cases and 
38,945 non-resident cases.Testing was 
down, with just 63,892 negative resident 
tests, which yielded a positivity rate of 
7.02%, the second-highest number seen in 
the last two weeks.

Once again, cases in those 14 and 
younger were running 50% higher than 
the overall average, as the age group made 

County sees 23 
new COVID cases

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The School Board of 
Highlands County will consider getting 
two appraisals on the JCPenney building 
at Lakeshore Mall at its meeting on 
Tuesday.

But, the board may be prompted to 
table the agenda item again if it doesn’t 
get a ruling or opinion from the State 
Auditor General on whether half-cent 
school sales tax revenue can be used to 
purchase a property for district offices.

Assistant Superintendent 
of Business Operations 
Mike Averyt said, as of 
Friday, there has been no 
word from the State Auditor 
General.

The district wants to get a 
firm opinion on the matter 
of using half-cent revenue 

for administrative offices 
after it purchased school 

buses with school sales tax revenue. The 
Auditor General ruled that the school 
sales tax revenue could not be used for 
school bus purchases.

The district is still in negotiations on 
the price of the JCPenney property that 
was quoted at $40 per square feet, for 
62,000 square, for a total price of about 
$2.4 million, Averyt said recently.

The former JCPenney building is 
owned by Lakeshore Mall.

The district paid $3.6 million in 2005 

School District 
awaits Auditor 

General’s opinion
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By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRNG — Some 
students will see their 
first round of the Florida 
Standard Assessments 
starting today while another 
round of testing is sched-
uled in May.

According to the Florida 
Department of Education, 
the testing window for April 
starts today and ends April 
30. The testing this month is 
writing for grades 4–10 and 
reading for grade 3.

Woodlawn Elementary 
offered the following 
message for its parents and 

students: Just a reminder 
that this week we have our 
first round of FSA testing. 
Fourth and fifth graders 
will take the writing test on 
Tuesday. Third graders will 
take their reading test on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
It is important for students 
to be at school, on time, on 
these days!

If a child misses school 
on test day, they have to 
take the test in a make-up 
test setting. If they are 
pulled out of a test before 
they finish, and they leave 
campus, they cannot finish 

FSA testing begins today
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Administration of the first round of the Florida Standards Assess-
ments starts today.

Special to the Highlands 
News-Sun

AVON PARK — The Easter 
Bunny and his pal Al The 
Gator led the Aktion Club’s 
Drive-by Bunny Hop on 
Friday afternoon through 
the Avon Park Clusters 
campus on College Drive to 
wish all the residents and 
staff at the facility a happy 
Easter.

The Aktion Club first 
hosted a Easter bonnet/hat 
contest where judges select-
ed the top three hats. Sara 
Canali won first place and 
received $20. Mike Babich 
won second and Michael 
Sweet won third. They each 
won $5. Two representatives 
from the Avon Park Clusters 

Aktion Club leads Easter parade 
through Avon Park Clusters
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The Easter Bunny and Al The Gator led the Aktion Club of Highlands County’s Drive-By Bunny Hop Parade on Friday afternoon through the 
Avon Park Clusters on College Drive in Avon Park.
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Ridge Area Arc staff member Michelle Young got in the spirit of the 
Easter Parade and dressed as a silly rabbit to surprise her friend 
Jimmy Phipps who resides at the Avon Park Clusters.
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Aktion Club members (from left) Michael Sweet, Beth Horn, Lisa 
Hildebrandt, Annie Horn and Patty Toepper, lined up for the hat deco-
rating contest to have their creations judged. Members created hats 
and posters for the parade going to Avon Park Clusters.
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