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Did you remember

to set your clocks 
forward?

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands 
County commissioners gave 
one good reason to keep im-
pact fees in moratorium for 
another year: Competition.

They don’t want to even 
the odds with nearby 
counties like Polk and give 
developers a reason to go 
elsewhere.

Commissioners have 
another reason to keep the 
moratorium: Current fees 

are way out of 
date.

Although 
they would 
have had to 
revisit them 
with a study 
every five 
years, it could 
cost an estimat-
ed $92,000 for a new study, 
based on costs discussed last 
year.

For now, they’ve asked 
County Administrator Randy 
Vosburg to bring back a 

measure on March 17 to 
extend what has already 
been a 10-year moratorium.

The moratorium expires 
on June 30. County Attorney 
Joy Carmichael advised 
commissioners last May 
to decide on a study or an 
extension by January. She 
said they need 90 days prior 
notice to adopt or amend 
the impact fee ordinance.

Setting fees
Tindale-Oliver & 

Associates Inc., now called 

Tindale Oliver, did a study 
for Highlands County in 
Fiscal Year 2005-2006, 
prior to the Great Recession. 
County commissioners at 
that time adopted the fees 
in 2006, to go into effect in 
2007.

Instead of going for 100% 
of what Tindale Oliver 
recommended, commis-
sioners set them at 25% for 
fire, rescue, and emergency 
medical services; libraries, 

Impact fees likely to stay on hold
Dunn: Out-of-date fees would need new study

BROOKS

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The Avon 
Park City Council meeting 
scheduled for Monday has been 
cancelled and the Community 
Redevelopment Agency Advisory 
Committee meeting for Tuesday 
has also been cancelled.

One reason for the cancellation 
is that the location of the meetings, 
the Council Chambers, is used as a 
voting location for early voting for 
the Presidential Primary Election.

Councilman Jim Barnard said 
along with the early voting, City 
Manager Mark Schrader is new in 
the position so he will have two 
more weeks to prepare an agenda.

“I think it is a good choice on his 
part because he said there wasn’t a 
whole lot on the agenda anyway,” 
Barnard said. “So why not give him 
a couple of weeks to catch up and 
they are still trying to hire some 
people.”

The next City Council meeting 
will be March 23, he noted.

Barnard said he met with 
Schrader recently.

“I was kind of surprised, a lot 
things I like, he seemed to agree 
with 98%,” Barnard said. “He has 
some really good fresh ideas and 
he knows how to look for help [hire 
staff].”

Schrader agrees that the City 
needs more employees, Barnard 
said.

“I told him the City needs to hire 
at least 10 or 12 more employees 
because everybody seems to be 
pulled in different directions and 
they don’t get time to get trained,” 
Barnard said.

Early Voting for the Presidential 
Preference Primary began Saturday 
and will end March 14. The voting 
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

A qualified voter may vote 
early in person at the Kenilworth 
Operations Center, the Avon Park 
City Hall Council Chambers or 
the Lake Placid Town Government 
Center. The voter must present a 
Florida Driver License, a Florida 
Identification Card or another 
form of acceptable picture and 
signature identification in order to 
vote.

AP City 
Council 

meeting 
cancelled

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — As we get geared up for 
Race Week let’s check our musical play-
list of tunes devoted to driving, driving 
fast and just the thrill of getting behind 
the wheel and hitting the road.

The Beach Boys first hit it big in the 
early 1960s with songs about surfing, but 
they hit quite a few high notes, literally 
with Brian Wilson’s falsetto, on some 
rollicking car tunes such as “409,” “Little 
Deuce Coup,” and “Fun, Fun, Fun,” with 
the lyric “And she’ll have fun fun fun ‘til 
her daddy takes the T-bird away.”

Jan and Dean were also riding the 
wave of surf music with a big hit in “Surf 
City,” but they also kicked into gear 
and into falsetto like the Beach Boys on 
“Drag City” and “Little Old Lady (from 
Pasadena)” singing, “She drives real fast 
and she drives real hard, She’s the terror 
of Colorado Boulevard.”

When asked to name a car song, Skip 
Adams of Sebring quickly replied, “Hot 
Rod Lincoln,” which features a rapid 
description of, “this story of the Hot Rod 
race when Fords and Lincolns was settin’ 
the pace.”

There have been a few notable ver-
sions of “Hot Rod Lincoln” — Charlie 
Ryan, who wrote it, and first released it 
in 1955 and then Johnny Bond in 1960, 
Commander Cody And The Lost Planet 
Airmen in 1971, Asleep at the Wheel in 
1988 and it has been recorded by Pat 
Travers, Les Claypool and Jim Varney.

There are many versions of “Route 
66,” which was first popularized by Nat 
King Cole in 1946. The Rolling Stones 

performed it in 1976 (check the 
YouTube video) and 
the British elec-
tronic music group 
Depeche Mode gave 
it an interesting spin.

Crooner Perry 
Como jazzed it up for 
his version from the 
1959 album “Como 
Swings.” His rendition 
has great musical 
backing and more 
lyrics including the 
prelude lyric that starts 
with, “Mister, you may 
have traveled near or 
far, but you haven’t seen 
the country, ‘till you’ve 
seen the country by car.”

For a looser small 
combo string version 
of “Route 66” check out 
former Monkee Peter 
Tork with a group called 
Shoe Suede Blues.

For music to rev it up on 
two wheels its hard to beat “Born to 
Be Wild” by Steppenwolf a song born to 
played by countless bar bands and cov-
ered (either recorded or performed live) 
by many famous artists such as Ozzy 
Osbourne (with Miss Piggy), Krokus, 
Wilson Pickett, Etta James, Status Quo 
and Blue Oyster Cult.

Blue Oyster Cult has a studio version 
that was released on a 1995 compi-
lation album titled “Workshop of the 
Telescopes.” A live version was released 
as a single from the first of the Cult’s 
three live albums — “On Your Feet or on 

Your Knees,” which was 
released in 1975.

Check out on YouTube a live 1978 
version of “Born to Be Wild,” that Blue 
Oyster Cult stretched out to nearly six 
minutes that includes a synthesizer and 
a guitar feedback/noise break that must 
have wowed the audiences of the time.

Other notable car tunes include: “Little 
Red Corvette” by Prince, “Pink Cadillac” 
by Bruce Springsteen, “Mustang Sally” 
by Wilson Pickett, “I Can’t Drive 55” by 
Sammy Hagar, “Cars” by Gary Numan, 

Car Tunes & Motorvating Music

Start your engines with these classic driving songs

Jan & Dean hit it big in 1964 with the song “The Little Old Lady (from 
Pasadena).”

The Beach Boys’ wave of a car songs included “Fun, Fun, Fun.”

Perry Como’s album “Como Swings” features a jazzy version of the 

classic highway song “Route 66.”
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Lake Placid
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Locally Owned, Community Minded
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Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 

refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 
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