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Handful of firework displays remain 
planned in spite of pandemic

By CHARLES A. BAKER III

Staff Writer

POLK COUNTY – July 4 firework displays 

have been canceled for several municipalities 

around the county, but there are still a few 

events for area residents to enjoy.

In Winter Haven, Legoland Florida Resort 

staff are going forward with the annual Red, 

White and Boom show. The Lake Summit Boat 

Ramp is expected to be a good spot to watch 

the display, but be advised those interested will 

need to arrive early to find a parking space.

Learn more about the Legoland display at 

https://www.legoland.com/florida/.

In Davenport, area residents are invited to 

watch fireworks from the car along Davenport 

Boulevard. The show includes synchronized 

music and city staff are making efforts to ensure 

the display is visible throughout the city. 
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HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY! Five appointed to Lake 
Wales Charter Review 

Committee
A committee of five residents will spend the next few months 

reviewing the Lake Wales charter – the document that details 

how the city is governed – with an eye towards putting any 

suggested changes in front of voters next spring.

The group will conduct all its meetings publicly and ultimately 

can only suggest changes. 

Those suggestions are then considered by the current city 

commission, and then go on the ballot if they give them a 

thumbs up. They also can make a recommendation that the 

charter needs no changes. It was last reviewed by a citizen’s 

committee in 2010.

Each current commissioner was allowed to nominate one 

person. The charter review group will face a deadline of Jan. 6, 

2021 — 90 days prior to the April 6, 2021, municipal elections 

to submit any recommended changes.

“We’ve got some great people on the charter review 

committee,” Mayor Eugene Fultz said. “Going forward, I’m sure 

that any changes that will be made will be totally positive for 

Lake Wales. Hopefully, any of those changes will be done very 

meticulously and with a lot of thought before we put it out there.”

Members include Sara Jones, Keith Wadsworth, Jim Weaver, 

Andy Oguntola and Chevon Baccus.

Jones, a lifelong city resident whose family dates back 

five generations in Lake Wales, is president of the Lincoln 

Community Development Corporation and is secretary of the 

Green and Gold Foundation.

Oguntola is chairman of the Lake Wales Economic 
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Local leaders discuss mask mandates as positive cases surge
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

Staff Writer

WINTER HAVEN – On June 22, 
Winter Haven City Commissioner 
J.P. Powell initiated a discussion on 
whether it made sense to mandate 
residents wear face masks while in 

public to help prevent the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus.

Mayor Brad Dantzler, Mayor 
Pro Tem Nathaniel Birdsong, 
Commissioner Brian Yates and 
Powell all said they wear masks 
whenever they cannot guarantee 
social distancing. 

Each also said it would be difficult 
to mandate their use in public.

Dantzler said that mandating that 
Winter Haven Police Department 
officers confront possibly contagious 
people who are not wearing masks 
could put those officers in harm's 
way.

Yates said he is hoping the data 
will convince more area residents 
to wear a facial mask voluntarily.

On June 27, Polk County Board 
of County Commissioners Chair 
Bill Braswell said 120 people 
are currently hospitalized with 
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Lowe’s Flatbed Distribution Center Manager Kim Strickland donated the materials necessary to build two 
new pavilions on the shores of Lake Clinch, in Frostproof, just in time for the Second Annual Frostproof 
Lake Day on July 4. The pandemic has caused many cancellations of Independence Day events. 
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