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Hans Christoph Atzpodien, managing director of the ‘Feder-
ation of German Security and Defence Industries’ (BDSV), 
speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in Berlin, 
Germany, Monday, March 13, 2023. Germany’s defense industry 
says it stands ready to supply Ukraine with much-needed arms 
and ammunition, but needs clarity about what the country 
requires before investing in further production capacity.

Judge: No go for Smith on Stand Your Ground
By JOHN GUERRA

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Roosevelt Shavon Smith III’s claim 
of self-defense in the murder of 7-Day Store owner 
Dharmik Patel didn’t make it past the judge.

Smith, who is charged with second degree murder 
in the April 2020 knife attack on the popular store 
owner, will now stand trial for the crime in the next 
several months.

In his Stand Your Ground motion, a request to 
a judge to declare a defendant immune from a 
homicide prosecution based on self-defense, Smith 
claimed he feared for his life as Patel, armed with a 

bat, tried to get Smith to leave his store.
Shortly before Smith stabbed Patel, Patel exited the 

kitchen and came into the store with the metal bat, 
swung it half-heartedly at Smith, then retreated back 
toward the kitchen. A store surveillance video of the 
event captured Smith following Patel into the kitchen 
area – an area that is out-of-bounds to customers – 
and stabbing him more than 20 times.

In her ruling against Smith’s so-called Stand Your 
Ground motion, Circuit Court Judge Angela Cowden 
addressed the question of whether Smith actually 
felt his life was threatened by Patel. Smith, who was 
armed with a knife when the two confronted each 
other in front of the store counter, claimed he feared 

for his life when he attacked Patel.
“When defendant removed his knife from is back-

pack, he did not appear aware that Mr. Patel was 
himself arming himself with a baseball bat,” Cowden’s 
March 13 ruling states. “Smith was in no imminent 
danger when he armed himself.”

She also ruled that the “defendant placed himself in 
whatever danger he faced by moving from the exit to 
the private kitchen area after he and Mr. Patel pro-
cured their mutual armaments.”

Prosecutor Richard Castillo played the store sur-
veillance video in court during Smith’s January Stand 

German arms industry seeks clarity 
on Ukraine weapons orders

By FRANK JORDANS 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BERLIN (AP) — 
Germany’s defense 
industry says it stands 
ready to ramp up its out-
put, including the kinds 
of arms and ammunition 
needed by Ukraine, but 
needs clarity about what 
governments want before 
investing in further 
production capacity.

Ukraine became the 
world’s third largest 
importer of arms in 2022 

after Russia’s invasion 
triggered a big flow of 
military aid to Kyiv from 
the United States and 
Europe, according to 
Swedish think tank SIPRI.

Some of those arms 
were transferred from 
Western military stocks 
to Ukraine, while in other 
cases Kyiv has purchased 
equipment with its own 
money or funds provided 
by allies. But there are 
concerns particularly over 
the rate at which Ukraine 
is using ammunition, 

straining the capacity of 
Western defense com-
panies to keep both the 
Ukrainian military and 
their own resupplied.

“What’s important for 
us as an industry is to get 
predictability,” the head 
of Germany’s arms man-
ufacturing association 
said in an interview this 
week with The Associated 
Press.

“That means we have 
to be clearly told which 
products are needed 
within which time,” 

said Hans Christoph 
Atzpodien, managing 
director of the Federation 
of German Security and 
Defense Industries.

“And we are prepared,” 
he added. “The industry 
is much more flexible 
than it is given credit for.”

The association’s mem-
bers, which include major 
arms manufacturers 
such as Rheinmetall, can 
further boost production, 
such as by reactivating 

Race fans need 
to heed the 

cautions
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The crowds go wild when 
racecars are launched like jets down 
the world famous Sebring International 
Raceway. Whether it’s WEC or IMSA cars, 
wrecks at speeds nearing 200 mph can be 
tragic.

SIR and AdventHealth take driver and 
fan safety seriously at the Mobil 1 Twelve 
Hours of Sebring. Physicians like Dr. Cary 
Pigman and others are specially trained 
to handle anything from sunburns to 
driver extractions. Pigman is the medical 
director track side and will be traveling in 
the 99 car, a Porsche Cayenne. The doc-
tors who travel in the 99 car are known as 
“99 docs.”

Pigman has been working at the races 
since 1999, ironically, and has been 
the medical director for about four 
years. There are two buildings where 
AdventHealth staff are working out of. 
The Midway Care Center, which is located 
with the Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Office, is one. The other is the Infield Care 
Center in Pit Out.

The Midway Care Center will be seeing 
fans with minor injuries such as dehydra-
tion, “bumps and bruises.”

“We have two missions, if you will. The 
first is, among the spectators, mild inju-
ries, it’s bumps, bruises, cuts and a little 
dehydration. That’s what the Midway 
Care Center will see,” Pigman explained. “ 
And really, from a healthcare perspective, 
it’s that very minor stuff. If it’s anything 
more than that, coordinating with EMS to 
get them transferred to someplace where 
they can get more definitive care.”

Track announcer answered the 
call of racing

By JOHN GUERRA
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — As a little kid, Mike 
Waldron would hear the roar and high-
pitched whines coming from Sebring 
International Raceway and yearn to 
see what was happening.

“We owned Sunny Land Egg Farm 
in Lorida and I could always hear the 
cars but couldn’t see them,” Waldron 
told the Highlands News-Sun. “Then 
my dad brought home a race poster of 
the Chaparral split into a nighttime/
daytime image. I hung that on my 
bedroom wall in Lorida.”

Sebring race fans like Waldron know 
that the Chaparral was engineered, 
built and raced between 1963 through 
1970 – an international racing classic.

As a kid, after his school bus to 
elementary school picked him up 
at his farm, the bus would swing by 
Sebring airport behind the track. There 
it would stop to pick up the children 
whose parents worked at the airport.

The back straightaway of the asphalt 
track is clearly visible from the airport 
road.

“That’s the first glimpse I had of race 
cars,” he said. “I saw the cars from the 
school bus, saw the amazing machin-
ery, the speed, and I have been hooked 
ever since. I listened to races on the 
radio and TV, and Mario Andretti was 

kind of my hero growing up.”
As he got older, he and his family 

would come to downtown Sebring 
where he met actor James Garner, who 
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Mike Waldron showed his sons the world of racing when they were tots in Sebring. From left: Ryan, Clayton (a firefighter in Sebring), Mike, and 
Will Waldron.
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Mike Waldron, right, checks out the helmet of Dutch racing champion Renger van der Zande in 
2021. As track announcer at Sebring, Waldron interviews drivers like Van Der Zande, who won 
the International Motor Sports Association’s WeatherTech SportsCar Championship in 2016.
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Dr. Cary Pigman, in red, with the International 
Motor Sports Association care team near the 
Porsche Cayenne, the 99 car mobile unit in 2021.
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