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Flooring is your local flooring company providing professional installation services, 
as well as flooring and wall application products. Free measurements and estimates; 
free carpet removal & disposal; free standard furniture removal & replacement; as 

“We only love surprises on family holidays, not when making purchases; we 

Frank Hollinger Family Flooring offers the following services:

Our office is located at 16201 Hwy 50, Clermont, 407.654.4503. www.
time I’ve called you” is one of the first ways 

Digital Hearing Lab is located at 290 
Citrus Tower Blvd Ste. 105. Call us 
at 352-988-0274 for a complimentary 

exclusive offers on hearing products. Visit 

1508A Max Hooks Rd., Groveland • The Hunt Industrial Park

A portion of all proceeds for the month of October will go to the American Cancer Society

$1 PER MINUTE
1596 S. GRAND HWY • CLERMONT, FL 34711 • 352.243.5868

County leaders discuss masks, 
uptick in coronavirus cases

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
Staff Writer

On June 27, Polk County Board 
of County Commissioners Chair 
Bill Braswell said 120 people were 
hospitalized at that time with COVID-19 
symptoms, that 28 were in an Intensive 
Care Unit and that 17 people were on 
ventilators for COVID-19 symptoms 

in the county.
“Prior to this week we were averaging 

80 (people) hospitalized and (three or 
four people) on ventilators,” Braswell 
said.

Polk County Health Department 
Director Dr. Joy Jackson recently said 
there has been a four-fold increase in 
positive COVID-19 test results over the 
past few weeks. Jackson said most of the 
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Pierson excited for role 
as Davenport EDC 

Director
By ANITA TODD

Contributing Writer

D A V E N P O R T  – 
Davenport has a new 
Economic Development 
Director — but she is not 
new to the town.  

Barbara Pierson, who has 
previously served a two-
year term as a Davenport 
City Commissioner and 
as the interim mayor for 
six months, said her new 
role as the EDC Director is 
exciting and, she feels, vital 
to the growth of the town.

“I believe in my city,” Pierson said. “I believe in its 
potential.”

Pierson saw the need for such a position and started 

ARREST | 4

Polk woman charged with stealing more 
than $750,000 from church

By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
Editor

A Lakeland woman was arrested 
July 1 for allegedly stealing hundreds 
of thousands of dollars from a Winter 

Haven church.
62-year-old Sharon McClelland 

Bradley is facing charges of felony 
grand theft of more than $100,000, 
felony fraud and five other felony 
charges.

FILE PHOTO
Several local municipalities, as well as the Polk County Board of County Commissioners, have had 
discussions in recent weeks about whether residents should be required to wear masks when in public 
spaces that are indoors, such as grocery stores.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Barbara Pierson.

Central Florida Health Care will be providing COVID-19 
testing in Davenport the morning of July 8, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m.

The walk-up and drive-thru screening for coronavirus 
will take place at 16 Bay Street West, in Davenport.

Tests will be given at no charge for those who qualify 
based on criteria established by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and while supplies last. 

Anyone with questions about the criteria or any other 
related matters should call (866) 234-8534.

More information about Central Florida Health Care 
and any of its other scheduled testing sites can be found at 
http://www.cfhconline.org/.
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