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By John Guerra
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Elsa lost 
some of her bite Friday 
overnight, leading the 
National Weather Service 
(NWS) to downgrade her 
from a hurricane to a 
tropical storm at 11 a.m. 
Saturday.

Nevertheless, forecast-
ers still believe there’s a 
good chance the storm 
will hit Florida, which 

led Gov. Ron DeSantis 
Saturday morning 
to declare a State of 
Emergency Saturday 
morning for Charlotte, 
Citrus, Collier, DeSoto, 
Hardee, Hernando, 
Hillsborough, Lee, Levy, 
Miami-Dade, Monroe, 
Pasco, Pinellas and 
Sarasota counties.

The weakening 
occurred as the storm 
approached Jamaica, 
Cuba and other islands 

in the Eastern Caribbean, 
said Austen Flannery, a 
NWS meteorologist in 
Tampa. He said Elsa lacks 
the well-defined eye wall 
of hurricanes.

“It’s not as strong,” he 
told the Highlands News-
Sun. “Elsa is very disor-
ganized, and it’s pretty 
ragged in shape. The 
upper level circulation 
and lower level circula-
tion have separated; it 
can’t get its act together.”

The rapidly advancing 
storm could further 
weaken as it passes over 
Caribbean islands and 
re-enters the Straits of 
Florida, Flannery said.

“Cuba is pretty moun-
tainous, which could 
keep it weak or weaken it 
further,” he said.

The pattern of heavy 
afternoon washouts and 
thunderstorms in our 

Elsa weakens, but still threatens
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An electrical pole felled by Elsa leans on the edge of a residen-
tial balcony, in Cedars, St. Vincent, Friday, July 2, 2021. Elsa 
strengthened into the first hurricane of the Atlantic season on 
Friday but was downgraded to a tropical storm on Saturday.

STAFF REPORT

With the Florida Department of 
Health releasing its weekly COVID-19 
update on Friday, number crunchers 
were able to update the national virus 
numbers and both the state and na-
tional trends are moving in the wrong 
direction. Florida reported 15,978 new 
resident cases for the week, or an aver-
age of 2,283 new cases per day. That’s 
a 45% increase from the 1,578 seen a 
week ago and a 58% jump from two 
weeks ago, when the state’s seven-day 
average was at 1,442 new cases.

The state’s positivity rate climbed 
to 5.2%, which is a 37% increase from 
the 3.8% seen a week ago and a 57% 
increase from the 3.3% of two weeks 
ago.

Testing is up slightly, with 43,896 
tests per day, a 6% increase over last 
week.

Deaths remain the most difficult 
metric to get an accurate read on, 
as the state reported 48 new COVID 
deaths for the week of June 25-July 1, 
although the cumulative total of 37,985 
is 273 more deaths than the cumulative 
total of 37,712 reported a week ago.

Highlands County wasn’t exempt 
from the increase in the state, as there 
were 47 new cases reported for the sev-
en-day period after reporting 35 new 
cases the previous week. The county 
saw 26 new cases in each of the two 
preceding weeks. The positivity rate in 
the county for the week was 6.6%.

Vaccinations in the state continue 
to drop, with the 248,721 shots given 
the past week the fewest seen in the 
past 10 weeks. There were 333 people 
vaccinated in the county during the 
week, which is just down a few from 
last week, but does continue a down-
ward trend in vaccinations.

Nationally, vaccines have leveled off 
since June, which is good news in that 
the downward trend has stabilized. 
After seeing a high of 3.37 million shots 
given per day on April 13, numbers 
consistently dropped to 938,000 per 
day on June 5, but have steadied a 
bit, despite a few peaks and valleys. 
Through Friday, the seven-day average 

State, national 
COVID numbers 

climbing

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — 
Commissioners will see 
awards given Tuesday for 
years of service, a vote on 
consent items and updates 
on projects, litigation, the 
budget and this year’s hur-
ricane season — provided 
Hurricane Elsa allows 
them to hold a meeting.

After the regular meet-
ing, commissioners will meet about 
the taxing districts, and two big items: 
Reimposition of the countywide fire 
and garbage assessments.

Both have been hot-button topics 
in recent weeks, especially recycling, 
which changed handling and the 
collection schedule for household 
refuse several years ago, with the latest 
contract.

Resolutions going in front of the 
county commission on Tuesday look 
at the highest possible fees that the 
county might impose on those two 
services.

If they don’t approve the highest 
levels available, commissioners could 
choose a lower amount, but would not 
be able to go above that amount in 
workshops and hearings for the coming 
year’s budget.

Fire

When commissioners last discussed 
and voted on the fire assessment, they 
removed all the caps on the various 
categories, at least until Aug. 3, to give 
county administration and fire services 
staff a month to reanalyze call volume 
and revenue numbers to find the right 
balance for each land category.

Tuesday’s resolution proposes to set 
assessments as commissioners dis-
cussed on June 15:

- Residential — 4.9 cents per square 
foot.

- Commercial — 7.35 cents per 
square foot.

- Industrial/Warehouse — 6.738 
cents per square foot.

- Institutional — 7.35 cents per 

County to discuss 
assessments

Fire and garbage to 
dominate meeting

KIROUAC

By John Guerra
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — When responders 
saw the tractor trailer wrapped 
around the pickup truck early 
Saturday morning, they expected 
fatalities.

But the two drivers — the only 

people involved in the accident — 
were uninjured.

“Everyone was walking around 
when the first responders got 
there,” said Austin Maddox of the 
Sebring Fire Department.

Photographs of the accident 
show a crushed 2006 Chevy 
Silverado pickup truck sandwiched 

between the cab and trailer of a 
jack-knifed and overturned, 2006 
Freightliner. Not only is the frame 
of the pickup truck twisted and 
bent, its cab — where driver Maria 
Saldivar had just been steering — 
was almost completely flattened.

Drivers uninjured in dramatic U.S. 27 crash

SEBRING FIRE DEPARTMENT

A Freightliner and a Chevrolet Silverado were involved in a 
frightening accident early Saturday morning. Both drivers were 
uninjured.
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Please Give Thanks To Our 

American Soldiers For The 

Ensure The Freedom Of 

This Great Nation
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Get your business financing advice and money 

management tools from your local community bank!  We take 

pride in fast, personal service, without all the banking fees.

TOTALLY FREE 

BUSINESS CHECKING!

adno=00066279


