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Charter Communications Director of Communications Joe Durkin 
speaks about the Spectrum awards digital education grants at 
Monday’s presentation to Ridge Area Arc.

Steube relaunches ‘Farm to Table’ protections
Would include ban on Chinese citrus; labor, trucking changes

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Rep. Greg Steube has reintroduced 
initiatives aimed at improving the situation for Florida 
agriculture.

He proposes banning fresh citrus imports from 
China, altering trucking regulations for commercial 
agriculture drivers and moving administration of 
H-2A work visa laborers from the Department of 
Labor to the Department of Agriculture.

These initiatives could assist growers 
of Florida citrus and other crops to 
better compete in the global market, 
said Ray Royce, executive director of 
the Highlands County Citrus Growers 
Association.

“We appreciate the congressman’s 
efforts on behalf of the agricultural 
community,” Royce said.

Labor

The “Moving H-2A to United States Department 

of Agriculture Act” would put visiting agricultural 
workers under the supervision of the USDA, not the 
Department of Labor.

“The USDA has a greater understanding of the 
uniqueness of that particular labor force,” said Royce, 
adding that the Department of Labor oversees too 
many industries to have that focus, but the USDA has 
people who specialize in that area of labor.

Right now, he said, contracts don’t allow people 
brought in to harvest oranges to also pick blueberries 
or watermelons, or move state to state. Watermelons, 

Ridge Area Arc receives 
$15,000 grant

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — Ridge 
Area Arc was awarded 
$15,000 on Monday from 
Charter Communications 
and the Spectrum brand 
to boost communi-
cations technology to 
better serve the Arc 
clients.

Charter Spectrum rep-
resentatives, Ridge Area 
Arc leadership and cli-
ents, elected official and 
members of the commu-
nity were on hand for the 
formal presentation of 
the $15,000 check from 
Charter/Spectrum to 
Ridge Area Arc.

Charter 
Communications 

Director of 
Communications Joe 
Durkin said Spectrum 
awards digital education 
grants within its 41-state 
footprint.

“We look to work with 
groups that are making a 
difference in our com-
munities,” he said.

Ridge Area Arc is 
one of those making a 
difference and touching 
a lot lives as a non-profit, 
Durkin said. Ridge Arc 
is bringing education 
and digital education 
and broad-band access 
to those who need it 
the most, those who 
are developmentally 
disabled and others with 
challenges.

“We are proud to 

support that part of 
the community that is 
making a difference for 
its members,” he said.

Ridge Area Arc CEO 
Kathleen Boarder said 
recently they identified 
a lack access to broad-
band and technology in 
education so Spectrum 
has stepped up to not 
only give to the larger 
non-profits, but also to 
non-profits here in this 
community.

When everything 
pivoted to virtual during 
the pandemic they didn’t 
have the capacity to do 
it so the grant will allow 
them to do that, she said. 
“This has made a big 
impact for us.”

Highlands County 

Commissioner Kevin 
Roberts thanked 
Spectrum and noted 
that Arc is always on his 
mind because his wife 
has been with Arc for 30 
years working with these 
special consumers.

“This is a fabulous 
non-profit organization 
that does great work to 
make a great difference 
in the lives of so many 
people,” he said.

Spectrum Digital 
Education aims to 
help local commu-
nity members across 
Charter’s 41-state service 
area to improve their 
lives through digital 
education.

U.S. 
approaches 
500K virus 

deaths
Staff Report

Highlands County had an increase of 
10 new COVID-19 cases, according to the 
Florida Department of Health’s Monday 
virus update. The county has seen a total 
of 7,111 cases, which consists of 7,042 
residents and 69 non-residents.

The county processed just 95 resident 
tests and the day’s positivity rate was 
9.47%, which is the highest seen since 
Wednesday.

Deaths remained at 298 in the county 
and hospitalizations climbed one to 
559. The Florida Agency for Healthcare 
Administration showed 37 hospitalized 
Monday afternoon with a primary 
diagnosis of COVID-19, which is the same 
number as Sunday.

According to FDOH, Highlands County 
did not give any vaccines on Sunday and 
has vaccinated a total of 11,524 people, 
although reporting lag times frequently 
have FDOH underreporting the actual 
number of vaccines given in the county. 
There have been 7,824 people who have 
received the first shot and 3,700 have 
received both shots.

The state saw an increase of 4,151 
cases and had an additional 161 deaths. 
Florida has a total of 1,872,923 cases, 
with 1,838,745 resident cases and 34,178 
non-resident cases.

Of the new cases, 504 (12%) were seen 
in children age 14 and younger. The 
median age for new cases was 39 for the 
fifth straight day.

Florida’s numbers do show the typical 
‘Sunday lag’ as just 60,321 resident tests 
were processed Sunday, marking the 
second day in the last two weeks the state 
failed to process more than 75,000 tests. 
The other was Sunday, Feb. 14.

Florida did see a slight rise in the pos-
itivity rate to 6.82%, which is the highest 
since the 6.85% seen on Feb. 14.

Resident deaths climbed past the 

Walker Memorial Academy 
celebrates gym reopening

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — Walker Memorial 
Academy celebrated the renovation 
of its gymnasium Monday morning 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony while 
also formally naming the facility after 
Gordon “Chip” Davis who served as 
the physical education teacher for 35 
years.

Taking advantage of the downtime 
during the pandemic, the gym was 
closed for roof repairs, repainting, 
general repairs and new safety side 
padding.

Staff and students gathered in the 
gym first thing in the morning for the 
grand reopening and to recognize the 
staff and volunteers who were part of 
the renovation effort.

Walker Memorial Academy kinder-
garten teacher/Assistant Elementary 
Vice Principal Vanessa Kahler showed 
the plaque recognizing Davis’ contri-
bution to the academy, which reads: 
“Gordon ‘Chip’ Davis Gymnasium, For 
35 years of outstanding service, dedi-
cation and commitment to Adventist 

education at Walker Memorial 
Academy.”

Prior to the ceremonies, Kahler 
said the gym was dedicated to Davis 
a couple of years ago upon his 
retirement, but it was never officially 
recognized with a plaque.

The gym was shutdown for several 

months for the renovation work, 
which included some reroofing, 
painting, cleanup and new padding, 
she said.

Walker Memorial Academy (WMA) 
is a kindergarten through 12th grade 
Seventh-day Adventist school at 1525 
W. Avon Blvd., Avon Park.
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Walker Memorial Academy students and staff assemble Monday morning in their school’s gymnasium for a ribbon cutting ceremony cele-
brating the gym’s reopening after renovation.

MARC VALERO/STAFF

Retired Walker Memorial Academy P.E. teacher Gordon “Chip” Davis prepares to cut the ribbon 
Monday to officially reopen the school’s gymnasium after it was closed for months of renova-
tion work.
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