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LP council to talk about COVID-19 precautions
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Before the 
invocation was given or the Pledge 
of Allegiance was said at Monday 
evening’s regular Town Council 
meeting, Mayor John Holbrook 
made a statement about the 
current COVID-19 situation and 
the public meeting.

“Given the increased amount 
of COVID in our community and 
town government, we are asking 
all to cooperate with an expedited 

council meeting,” 
Holbrook said. “We 
hope to accomplish 
the public’s business 
as quick as possible 
and to delay any 
business until next 
meeting which is not 
time sensitive.”

Holbrook also said 
he had two depart-

ment heads who were unable to 
attend the meeting because they 
were under quarantine. He later 
added he was thankful the people 

who tested positive had fairly mild 
cases. There were two people in 
the office and two in the field who 
were quarantined, though he was 
pretty sure two were due back any 
day.

As the town’s meeting was wrap-
ping up, Councilman Ray Royce 
asked his fellow council members 
and Holbrook to consider ways of 
keeping the town’s people as safe 
as possible considering the spike in 
coronavirus infections and deaths.
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The Lake Placid Town Council was asked to consider talking 
about COVID safety on Monday night.

County sees sharp COVID increase
Staff Report

After three straight days with lower 
numbers, Highlands County made a 
turn for the worst, with the release of 
Tuesday’s COVID-19 numbers by the 
Florida Department of Health. The 
county saw an increase of 75 cases, 
raising the overall total of cases to 5,632. 
Fifty-nine of those cases have been 
found in non-residents.

Testing was still relatively low, with 
346 tests processed for the day, which 
resulted in a positivity rate for new 
cases of 22.25%, which is the worst the 
county has seen in the last 14 days.

There were an additional five deaths, 
which raises the death total to 225.

The median age for new cases was 
53, which is just slightly higher than 

the overall median age of 51. Of the 
new cases, eight of them were found in 
children aged 14 and under.

Hospitalizations did take a major 
drop, with the Florida Agency for Health 
Care Administration reporting 53 
hospitalized with a primary diagnosis 
of COVID on Tuesday, which is 10 fewer 
than Monday.

Not all the news on the hospitaliza-
tion front was good, however, as ACHA 
was showing all 27 ICU beds in in 
Highlands County taken as of Tuesday 
afternoon, while eight out of 277 regular 
hospital beds were available.

Highlands County did give 129 vac-
cines on Monday, with seven receiving 

Vaccination: 
Call only if you 
can’t make it

County amends 
appointment reply 

instructions
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County officials 
have amended the instructions they 
gave people who get an appointment for 
COVID-19 vaccination each week.

Instructions were for people to reply 
back and confirm their appointment 
within 24 hours of getting an email or 
call from the county that they have a set 
appointment. They no longer have to do 
that.

The new rule, county officials said, is to 
reply or call back within 24 hours only if 
you can’t make the appointment on that 
day or time. You will not, however, be able 
to get a new slot that week.

All of the slots for that week are already 
taken, said Highlands County Public 
Information Officer Gloria Rybinski. 
Anyone who cannot make an appoint-
ment that week will get put at the head of 
the list for the following week.

All the rest of the instructions remain 
the same. Vaccinations are by appoint-
ment only at the county’s point of 
distribution (POD) at Lakeshore Mall, 901 
U.S. 27 North in Sebring. People can get 
registered online at bit.ly/HCvaccine or 
by phone at 863-402-6780 from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on any day — but not on site.

Appointments are from noon to 4 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, and 
registrants will receive a phone call or 
email, based on the registrant’s prefer-
ence, from county officials with their 
appointment day and time.

When they arrive, they will need to 
allow an hour to get through all the 
stations, in addition to the time taken in 
line, and will need to bring identification, 
wear a face mask at all times and observe 
social distancing at all times.

This week’s allocation of vaccine from 
the Florida Department of Health is 500 
doses, which have been scheduled already.

Officials also ask people to remember 
that they will not have full immunity 
until after they receive the second dose of 
vaccine, approximately 28 days after the 
first. Until then, they need to continue 
taking all pandemic precautions.

Farmers market starts Friday

Sebring Alliance opens up opportunities downtown

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Sebring 
Community Redevelopment Agency 
approved a $1,000 marketing and 

advertising grant for a 
farmers market that will 
start up this Friday and 
Saturday in downtown 
Sebring.

The newly formed 
Sebring Alliance is 
presenting the farmers 
market at the city-owned 
property on Lakeview 
Drive that was recently 

sodded. The location previously had a 
bank drive-through teller facility that 
was torn down in 2020.

Dan Andrews informed the CRA 
Board on Monday that the goal is to 
have the farmers market every Friday 
and Saturday through the end of April. 
The hours both days will be 8 a.m. to 
noon.

“We feel this is going to be a great 

stimulus for traffic 
downtown, especially on 
a recurring basis. That is 
why we are doing it,” he 
said.

To promote it, Andrews 
requested a reimbursable 
marketing grant in the 
amount of $1,000.

Andrews said the 
Sebring Alliance was 

Mayor John Shoop’s idea to bring 
together business owners to create an 
environment to stimulate the business 
economy downtown and help generate 
traffic.

“It’s a fledgling new group and our 
only emphasis right now is the Sebring 
downtown farmers market,” he said. 
It’s a Florida non-profit group.

CRA Chair David Leidel said there 
are some things the CRA can’t do so 
the Sebring Alliance is designed to 
work in conjunction with the CRA.

“This is an organization that can 
do more event-focused stuff in the 
downtown district,” Leidel said.

Andrews said the idea wasn’t to 
create one-off (one time) events or be 
an event marketing company.

“What we are trying to do is create 
sustainable and viable opportunities 
downtown that will be ongoing as with 
the farmers market,” he said. “I think 
there are plenty of other organizations 
who come to the community and put 
on single-day or weekend festivals 
or things like that we are looking to 
more sustainable, long-term type of 
projects.”

Currently, the farmers market has 
six vendors and there are a bunch that 
are waiting to see how it goes, Andrews 
said. Some have existing stands and 
are looking to also participate down-
town, but they don’t want to abandon 
their existing location.

“I am confident that long term this 
is going to be significant,” he said. 
Initially there may be half-a-dozen 
vendors and then hopefully that num-
ber will grow during the season and for 
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The newly formed Sebring Alliance is presenting the farmers market at the city-owned property on Lakeview Drive that was recently sodded. 
The goal is to have the farmers market every Friday and Saturday through the end of April. The hours both days will be 8 a.m. to noon.
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