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In this Friday, Feb. 9, 2018 file photo, a 73-year-old man places 
a cold compress on his forehead while battling the flu at a 
hospital in Georgia. Doctors can test for the flu and get results 
within a day, but coronavirus testing as of March 2020 is still 
limited in the United States by availability.

Lake Placid might have new neighbor in Steube
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — One sell-
ing point of the Lake Placid 
Government Center purchase or 
new Town Hall, was the possibility 
of renting out office space to indi-
viduals or politicians to help pay 
for the nearly $1 million building. 
The latter may happen sooner than 
later. Much like Fred Rogers, the 
council is asking Representative 
Greg Steube, “Won’t you be my 
neighbor?”

Town Administrator Phil 
Williams wanted feedback on the 
proposed Steube lease that was 
priced at $185 per month. Because 
Steube is a politician, he would 
have to add some security features 
and could not be on the town’s 
WiFi. Williams wanted to make 
sure the council would allow for 
the security conditions that would 
be paid by Steube. They agreed.

Councilman Ray Royce said 
he had many conversations with 
Steube when he was running for 
Congress to replace Tom Rooney, 

whose office was in the Bert J. 
Harris Jr. Agricultural Center in 
Sebring. Royce said he did not 
think Rooney was paying anything.

“I think the county just provided 
that space for free. That’s my 
understanding, I could be wrong. Is 
that accurate?” Royce said.

Williams said Rooney was paying 
somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$165-$175.

“Anyways, Congressman Steube 
would like to to move his office 
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Congressman Greg Steube.

Flu and coronavirus
Similar symptoms, different fears

By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP CHIEF MEDICAL WRITER

Is it the flu, a cold or the 
new coronavirus? Patients and 
doctors alike are parsing signs 
of illness to figure out who 
needs what tests or care and 
how worried they should be.

“You have three different 
major viruses floating around 
at the same time,” causing 
somewhat similar symp-
toms — but different levels of 
concern, said Dr. Gary LeRoy, 
president of the American 
Academy of Family Physicians.

So what’s the biggest danger? 
And why are we responding to 
them so differently?

Familiar foe

COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the new coronavirus, 

is a flu-like illness that has 
killed a small fraction of the 
number of people that the flu 
kills every year. Through the 
first four months of the out-
break, coronavirus has killed 
about 4,300 people. Flu kills 
290,000 to 650,000 every year 
around the world, according to 
the World Health Organization.

To some, that comparison 
seems comforting because flu 
is such a familiar foe. President 
Donald Trump regularly brings 
it up, noting in a tweet how 
many more Americans die 
from flu and adding, “Nothing 
is shut down, life & the econo-
my go on ... Think about that!”

But to public health experts, 
the huge number of flu deaths 

Orange, 
grapefruit 
crops drop 

in latest 
forecast

Royce: Rebounded 
crops created 

oversupply; drink 
more OJ

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The bad news: Orange and 
grapefruit production has gone down, 
along with forecast num-
bers for the season.

The good news: Those 
numbers aren’t much, and 
according to a local industry 
official, the lapse in pro-
duction is only temporary, 
and there is a surplus of 
orange juice in the market, 
meaning supplies should 
stay stable.

“There’s still plenty of orange juice,” 
said Ray Royce, executive director of 
the Highlands County Citrus Growers 
Association.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
latest monthly forecast for citrus produc-
tion, released Tuesday, predicted a drop 
of slightly more than 1% in production 
from February’s forecast: From 72 million 
90-pound boxes to 71 million.

The industry uses 90-pound boxes as a 
standard measurement.

“That’s not a significant decrease,” 
Royce said of the production prediction.

He suggested that growers probably 
had a bit more of their fruit drop on the 
ground as a result of natural causes and a 
temporary labor shortage.

“The [U.S.] Department of Labor held 
up a lot of H2A crews that would have 
been there,” Royce said.

As a result, the harvest season could 
not get started in earnest when it normal-
ly does, and fruit the pickers would have 
put in boxes ended up on the ground.

At this point, he said, all the early 
oranges are gone — either picked or lost 
— and the harvest has moved into the 
Valencia season.

“I think everyone’s feeling, regarding 
the fruit that’s there, [that] we’ll get it off 
the trees in the next coming months,” 
Royce said.

The USDA forecast for oranges had 
been at 74 million boxes in January, for 
the season that runs from September 
through July. A year ago, the state pro-
duced 71.6 million boxes of oranges.

In addition to seeing a 1 million-box 
decline in orange production, predictions 
for grapefruit production have dropped 
8.5%, to 5.4 million boxes. The grapefruit 
forecast had grown 10% from January to 
February, to 5.9 million boxes.

The Florida Department of Citrus 
has called this forecast a sign of overall 
“stabilization” for the hard-hit industry.

“Today’s forecast indicates an industry 
that remains in transition, but is cau-
tiously optimistic for a bright future,” 
Department of Citrus Executive Director 

Virus scare has some supplies rationed

Toilet paper getting scarce from panic purchases

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — If you go to Publix 
today, don’t expect to find someone 
cooking the latest Aprons recipe for 
sampling.

Also, be prepared to go home with 
just two of certain key household 
items that have become scarce in the 
last couple of weeks, thanks to hoard-
ing and panic buying over novel-coro-
navirus COVID-19.

The supermarket chain, based out 
of Lakeland, has joined other stores to 
limit purchases in an effort to ensure 
all customers can get what they need 
and have items in stock until the next 
truck arrives.

Currently, Publix is only allowing 
customers to purchase two of the 
following items:

- Hand soaps and sanitizers
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Shelves where supplies of paper goods are kept at the Sebring Walmart were emptying quickly Tuesday.
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A customer walks by empty shelves of cleaning supplies at a Publix Supermarket amid concern 
over the COVID-19 virus on Monday, March 9, 2020, in Pembroke Pines.
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