
Call to schedule an appointment 
(863) 465-5057

seminoletire.com

SEMINOLE TIRE CO. 
OF LAKE PLACID INC.
624 Hwy 27 S. • Lake Placid, FL 33852

LOOK INSIDE FOR OUR AD WITH OTHER OFFERS.
OFFERS GOOD AT THIS GOODYEAR DEALER OWNER LOCATION:

Prices, limited warranties, credit terms and auto service offers shown available at Seminole Tire Co., Inc. See any listed Independent Retailer for complete details on their limited warranties, competitive prices and credit terms.

terms and conditions apply

FREE

Cooling System Service

Must present coupon to get this price. Savings off regular price. Most vehicles. Fluid disposal 
charges may apply. No other discounts apply. Will be deducted from participating retailer’s price 
at the time of purchase. Additional charge for shop supplies may be added. Redeem at Seminole 
Tire Co. of Lake Placid Inc. Offer ends 08/31/20.

Includes:
• Radiator flush & refill
• Pressure test cooling system & radiator cap
• Inspect water pump
• Inspect belts & hoses

Regular Price
$10OFF

SUMMER CAR 

Must present coupon to get this offer. Savings off regular price. Most vehicles. No other discounts 
apply. Will be deducted from participating retailer’s price at the time of purchase. Additional 
charge for shop supplies may be added. Redeem at Seminole Tire Co. of Lake Placid Inc. Offer 
ends 08/31/20.

Customer Appreciation

$5OFF

With Purchase of
$50.00 or more

With Purchase of
$150.00 or more

Regular price Regular price
$15OFF

With Purchase of
$200.00 or more

With Purchase of
$100.00 or more

Regular price Regular price
$10OFF $20OFF

HELPING YOU COPE, AN UPLIFTING MESSAGE FROM:

Seminole Tire Co. of Lake Placid Inc.

The struggles 
we all are 

facing today, 
are developing 

the strength 
you need 

for tomorrow. 

DONT GIVE UP!
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By ROBERT MILLER
NEWS CLERK

AVON PARK — “Now I can 
scream that we made it. Now 
everyone, everywhere I go, they 
say ‘gratulations.”

As their class song 
“Congratulations” by Post 
Malone says, the Avon Park 
High School class of 2020 truly 
has made it. Although none of 

them could have anticipated 
how 2020 would change their 
fi nal year of high school, 
not to mention their lives, 
Friday night was their time to 
celebrate making it through a 
diffi cult year and coming out 
the other side stronger for it.

“You may not be aware of 
the signifi cance of your experi-
ences you’ve had since Spring 
Break, but you have done much 

more than you know,” said 
APHS principal Danielle Erwin 
in her speech to the graduating 
class.

Erwin touched on how the 
senior class took to online 
learning to insure they fi nished 
their courses, even at the 
expense of working full-time 
jobs to help their parents and 

Congratulations! APHS class of 2020
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The graduating class of 2020 at Avon Park High School took to Joe Franza 
Stadium Friday night to celebrate their accomplishments and receive their 
diplomas. The graduates practiced social distancing and wore masks during 
the ceremonies.

By RUTH ANNE LAWSON
STAFF WRITER

The Florida High 
School Athletic 
Association (FHSAA) 
decided in a Zoom meet-
ing on Monday, July 20 
that the start date of fall 

sports practices would 
not change and would 
begin Monday, July 27 
but that quickly changed.

Thursday night the 
FHSAA voted to decide, 
after meeting with the 
Sports Medicine Athletic 
Committee (SMAC), that 

the fall season would be 
delayed until August 24 
at the earliest.

SMAC is an FHSAA 
committee made up of 
doctors, that looked over 
the recommendations. 
No matter how the 
FHSAA voted, it would 

not make everyone 
happy.

Highlands County 
schools had no inten-
tions of starting on 
Monday.

“It made no sense for 
us to start on Monday,” 
said Sebring Athletic 

Director 
Jasone 
DeWitt. “We 
have been 
communicat-
ing with other 
counties and 

coaches. We all 
have to be on the same 

page to have a season. 
There is no point of us 
starting now and not 
having anyone to play 
against because other 
counties can’t start. We 
wanted to wait see what 

FHSAA delays fall season 
First practice now set for Aug. 24

DEWITT

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The collective eyes of 
Highlands County residents watched 
as positive coronavirus cases passed 
the 1,000 cases-threshold on Saturday, 
according to the Florida’s COVID-19 
Data and Surveillance Dashboard, run 
by the Florida Department of Health. 
COVID cases increased by 50, bringing 
the total number of infections to 1,018, 
which includes four non-residents.

Coming off the heals of an all-time 
increase in deaths, (six new deaths on 
Friday’s update), county deaths remain 
steady at 22.

Saturday’s FDOH update shows 565 
people were tested on Friday with 515 
negative tests and 50 positive, or an 
8.8% positivity rate. Friday’s positivity 
rate was 12.2%. To date, 13,905 people 
in the county have been tested with 
12,878 negative results for an overall 
positivity rate of 7.32%.

Those positive for the virus range 
from 0-96 years old with an overall 
median age of 47. Saturday’s update 
showed a median age of 43. Women still 
lead the number of those infected with 
530 followed by men at 479 and fi ve 
whose gender was unknown.

As of 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
the Agency for the Health Care 
Administration reported 54 current 
hospitalizations from COVID-19. The 
AHCA update showed an adult ICU bed 
census at 30 beds for the county with 
four beds, or 11.76% availability. They 
did not show any pediatric ICU beds 
being used. The county hospital bed 
census was listed with a total staffed 
bed capacity of 264 and 60 beds or 
22.73% availability.

The overall county hospitalizations 
lists 122 people have been hospital-
ized, which is 12% of all cases. The 
county’s percentage of hospitalizations 
is double that of the state’s per-
centage which is 6% with 23,730 
hospitalizations.

The most vulnerable are the county’s 
senior population. The long-term care 
facilities are showing 127, or 13% of 
all cases in the county. According to 

County COVID 
cases cross 

1,000 threshold

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The School Board of 
Highlands County will be discussing 
the start date for schools at its regular 
meeting on Tuesday.

Due to the statewide resurgence in 
COVID-19 cases, many school dis-
tricts have pushed back the reopening 
of schools for the 2020-19 school year 
to the end of August.

Currently Highlands County public 
schools will reopen as scheduled on 
Aug. 10 with parents having online 
options for their children if they don’t 
want their children going to school for 
face-to-face instruction.

School Board Chair Donna 
Howerton said Wednesday she has 
been speaking with Superintendent 
Brenda Longshore as concerns come 
up.

“Do I want as many of 
our students and faculty 
back in school brick and 
mortar if they choose that 
option? Yes,” Howerton 
said. “At the last meeting 
I did share my concern 

with seeing other districts 
considering delaying the 

start of schools.
“I was hearing from teachers just 

wanting to be best prepared for their 
students arriving.”

Howerton said she wants the best 
safety for the district’s staff and 
students.

“I also have shared a concern with 

School Board 
to discuss class 

start date

HOWERTON
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Kindergarten Learning Center students 
going through the cafeteria lunch serving 
line in November. The School Board of High-
lands County will discuss the start date for 
the new school year on Tuesday.
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 

refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 

ATTITUDE 
IS

EVERYTHING.
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