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IMSA Twelve-Hour Fan Fest kicks off races
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The IMSA 
Twelve-Hour Fan Fest 
rolls into town from 5:30-
8 p.m. Tuesday ushering 
in the Mobil 1 Twelve 
Hours of Sebring present-
ed by Advance Auto Parts 
on March 18-21. The free 
event is fun and family 
friendly.

Old and young alike 
will love seeing the 

transporters as they roll 
into downtown Sebring 
and make way around the 
Circle. The transporters 
often have creative art-
work that corresponds to 
the team they represent.

Live music will keep 
everyone in good spirits 
and toes tapping through 
the night. The block party 
atmosphere will have 
food trucks for casual 
dining. Attendees will 
also have a chance to 

meet several of the race 
car drivers and get an 
autograph and perhaps 
snap a selfi e or two.

Even those who are not 
gear heads can appreciate 
the lines of the sleek race 
cars that will be on dis-
play. The cars on display 
this year are the Mazda 
Dpi, Wheelen Engineering 
Racing, Cadillac Dpi, AIM 
Casser Sullivan, Lexus 
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Kids won’t want to miss racing like their racing idols at the Kids Power Wheels Race at the Imsa 
Twelve-Hour Fan Fest on Tuesday.

Coronavirus not scaring off 
race teams, fans

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Campers are already 
at Sebring International Raceway and 
anticipation is high waiting for the 
68th annual Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of 
Sebring presented by Advance Auto 
Parts. The truest race fans are not 
letting a virus get in their way of diesel 
fuel-lead fun on March 18-21.

The “12 Hours,” as locals call it, will 
go on — perhaps with some extra 
precautions this year. President and 

General Manager of SIR Wayne Estes 
said the his crews are working hard 
to keep everyone as safe as possible. 
He said they are adhering to whatever 
recommendations are made by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and other 
governing bodies.

“People have to take their own 
security precautions, like washing 
their hands and not showing up when 
they are sick,” Estes said. “We have 
been ramping up our cleaning. We had 
so many more people in with the WEC 
(World Endurance Championship) 
addition last year; we needed to get 
better. We are doubling and tripling 
our efforts.”

Estes said the cleaners are taking 
great lengths to wipe down handrails, 
counter tops and other surfaces.

“We will have hand sanitizer stations 
thanks to AdventHealth Sebring,” 
Estes said. “If it weren’t for them, we 
wouldn’t have any. We couldn’t fi nd 
them anywhere. We have had a really 
good partnership with them. They 
have given us good counsel.”

Dr. Cary Pigman is an emergency 
room doctor at AdventHealth Sebring 
as well as the medical director for the 
12 Hours. He said there are plans in 
place for the infi eld and pit-out care. 
If a driver gets into a wreck (Pigman 
gave the example of an Italian team 
member), a mask would be put on 
him/her and questions about traveling 
and symptoms would be asked. If they 
were negative, the trauma would be 
treated and there would be no need 
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Thousands of race fans and race teams and pit crew will be descending on Sebring Interna-
tional Raceway for the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring Presented by Advance Auto Parts 
regardless of any viruses. Hand washing is a must, according to health offi  cials.
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Health offi  cials have said to wash hands often and avoid touching your face to help curb the 
spread of coronavirus. It is hard not to touch your face when you’re in awe of the machines at 
the races.
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Race fans should pack their sunscreen, hats, ear plugs and hand sanitizers when visiting 
Sebring International Raceway on March 18-21.
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General Manager and President of Sebring 
International Raceway Wayne Estes said the 
races will go on regardless of coronavirus or 
fl u.

Thousands of race fans and race teams and pit crew will be descending on Sebring Interna-
tional Raceway for the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring Presented by Advance Auto Parts 
regardless of any viruses. Hand washing is a must, according to health offi  cials.
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tional Raceway for the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring Presented by Advance Auto Parts 
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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — All the incumbents in 
city government retained their seats on 
Tuesday.

The entire fi eld included fi ve incum-
bents and one challenger.

Of the fi ve, Mayor John Shoop and 
Sebring City Clerk Kathy Haley ran 
unopposed and won by acclamation, a 
form of unanimous consent.

Shoop is entering his third term 
after being elected in 2014 and Haley 
is entering her eighth term after being 
elected in 1996.

The other four vied for three open 
city council seats: incumbents Lenard 
Carlisle, Tom Dettman and Mark Stewart, 
and one challenger, Mark Wilson.

The incumbents had the most votes, 
won the seats and will serve new three-
year terms on the council.

Carlisle, Dettman and Stewart each 
carried more than 25% of the vote, 
compared to Wilson’s 17.41%. Stewart 
had almost 30%.

Voter turnout was low, however. 
According to the Supervisor of Elections 
website, only 685 city voters turned out, 
just 12.33%. There are 5,556 registered 
voters in the City of Sebring.

In all, 1,683 votes were cast among 
the four candidates. Distribution was as 
follows:

- Carlisle had 25.37%, or 427 votes. He 
was originally elected in 2013 and this is 
his third term.

- Dettman had 27.93%, or 470 votes. 
He was originally elected in 2017 and 
this is his second term.

- Stewart had 29.29%, or 493 votes. He 
was originally elected in 2014 and this is 
his third term.

Wilson had a total of 293 votes.
Highlands Supervisor of Elections 

Penny Ogg said Monday that only 57 
participated in early voting, just .01% of 
the city’s voters.

She said municipal elections have 
been lower than 12%.

“You always want to see more people 
get out and vote,” Ogg said, “but we’re 
thankful for the people who did get out 
and vote today.”

All went smoothly, she said, and 
results were available very shortly after 
the election.

She reminds voters that the election 
results will not be offi cial until the 
Sebring Canvassing Board meets on 
Friday.

Next Tuesday, March 17 is the 
Presidential Preference Primary. All 
precincts in the county will be open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for party members 
to cast their ballots for whom they want 
to represent them as a presidential 

Incumbents 
elected to city 
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From left, city of Sebring fi refi ghters Clayton 
Waldron, Danny Lobozo and Carlos Rivera wave 
signs Tuesday morning just off  property from the 
Sebring Masonic Lodge on Home Avenue.  


