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Two fires destroy residences in county
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Firefighters in 
Highlands County have been very 
busy of late with both structure 
fires and brush fires as well as their 
usual calls. Wednesday afternoon 
proved to be no exception with 
two separate fires that destroyed 
residences and one causing a 
brush fire.

Both fires happened just about 
2 p.m. The City of Sebring Fire 
Department was dispatched to a 

fire on Orange Blossom Avenue, 
in the Highlands Homes area, 
and was on scene within four 
minutes, according to Captain 
Austin Maddox. When they arrived, 
the home was engulfed in flames, 
especially in the front and left 
side of the home. Maddox said the 
home was a total loss and the fire 
is under investigation from the fire 
marshal. While there were no inju-
ries to the residents or firefighters, 
two dogs died in the fire.

“The fire was very hot, very 
quick,” Maddox said.

The home next door was also in 
danger. Maddox estimated the dis-
tance between the homes as about 
20 feet. The radiant heat from the 
house fire melted the siding of the 
neighboring home. Firefighters 
were able to get a line in quickly 
and protect the other home.

Highlands County EMS was on 
the call in case they were needed 
as well.

Maddox said the City of Sebring 
Fire Department trains hard and COURTESY PHOTO/CITY OF SEBRING FIRE DEPARTMENT 

A fire rages through a home on Orange Blossom Avenue on 
Wednesday afternoon.

County votes 4-1 to buy Haywood Taylor property
Sends three letters to Tallahassee about pending bills

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County commissioners 
voted 4-1 to commit the funds to buy the 
Haywood Taylor Boulevard property for a 
new fire station.

Commissioner Arlene Tuck cast the 
dissenting vote, saying she has concerns 

about the fire engines being able to get 
out onto U.S. 98 from there and not being 
closer to Lorida.

The 35-acre site at 7301 Haywood 
Taylor Blvd. sits immediately southwest of 
Sebring Regional Airport and the Sebring 
International Raceway, and at the west 
end of Spring Lake Improvement District, 
with possible access directly into the 

subdivision.
The sale price of $650,000 is covered 

mostly by cost savings in other projects, 
according to Capital Project Manager 
Sarah Albritton. Commissioner Kevin 
Roberts said he was “pleasantly surprised” 
to find that a $132,000 savings on the 
Government Center Annex roof and a 
$338,000 savings on the Government 

Center roof dropped the fiscal impact on 
Fund 151 — the Infrastructure Surtax — to 
$181,169.

Commissioner Chris Campbell said he 
was glad to see that in addition to having 
a fire station on site, there could also be 
a law enforcement training facility with 

State sees big 
jump in COVID 

cases
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County had its new cases of 
coronavirus increase by 21 per the Florida 
Department of Health’s daily COVID-19 
update on Thursday – a small improve-
ment over the past few days. In fact, most 
of the coronavirus numbers have seen 
some improvement.

The new cases bring the cumulative to-
tal to 7,848 cases of infection. The major-
ity of people infected are from residents 
with 7,760 cases of infections and just 88 
non-residents who have been infected.

FDOH shows the county has had 163 
cases over the past seven days, for an 
average of 23.28 cases daily.

There were no deaths reported over-
night; the deaths remain at 328 people.

There were 301 tests processed with 279 
negative results. This generated a posi-
tivity rate of 7.31%, which is significantly 
lower than the previous day.

Hospitalizations went up by five 
admissions to 625, or 8% of all cases. As of 
Thursday afternoon, there were 29 people 
in the hospital from COVID, per the 
Agency for Health Care Administration.

The county has seen 684 cases of 
infection come from long-term care 
facilities. FDOH shows 85 deaths from 
either residents or staff from long-term 
care facilities.

The daily median age was 38 on 
Thursday while the overall median age 
remained at 52 years old.

The Highlands County Board of County 
Commission is providing Moderna 
vaccines to those 18 years and older in 
the former JC Penney store at Lakeshore 
Mall on Wednesdays through Saturdays. 
The HCBoCC schedule is as follows:

Appointments only for first and second 
dose from 8-11 a.m.

Walk-ins for first dose from 1-4 p.m. 
subject to daily availability

Walk-ins for second dose from 1-3 p.m. 
subject to daily availability

For first doses, use the entrance closest 

Local roads see three days of crashes
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday saw more than six 
crashes on local roads, some resulting 
in two people ejected from one car, 
another surviving a rollover, a pedes-
trian/cyclist hit and others hit trying to 
leave parking lots.

The worst took place just before 
2:40 p.m. Thursday in what appeared 
to be a fatal crash on U.S. 27 at the 
junction with Lake Josephine Road 
between a minivan and a sport-utility 
vehicle.

The impact threw one vehicle up in 
the air, landing on its roof, and threw 
two occupants onto the ground. At 
least one is believed to have died in 
the wreck.

Sheriff’s office officials, reading 
from dispatch reports, confirmed two 
people were ejected in the crash and 
the road was completely closed at that 
time, with the possibility of getting 
northbound lanes reopened soon.

Florida Highway Patrol had a 

trooper en route from Hardee County, 
sheriff’s officials said.

Shortly after that, calls came into 

911 Consolidated Dispatch for a 

COURTESY PHOTO/FRED LEAVITT

This former Toyota Rav4 rolled over Tuesday on State Road 66, but 72-year-old Gail Jean 
Leavitt, the driver, survived along with two dogs. Although she and her husband said someone 
hit her prior to the incident, Highlands County deputies ruled the incident a single-car crash.

KEN ANDERSON/STAFF

A mangled sport-utility vehicle sits upside down in the middle of the junction of U.S. 27 and Lake Josephine Road. Conditions of the motorists 
were unknown as emergency responders and Florida Highway Patrol were still en route at the time of this photo, at an intersection known for 
fatal wrecks.
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Must be 21 years old to play slots and table games. Must be a Seminole Wild Card Member to 
participate in casino promotions. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.  
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