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Circle Theatre suspends 
operations

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Champion for Children 
Foundation has suspended its operation 
of the Circle Theatre in downtown Sebring 
due to the pandemic.

Champion for Children Founder and 
Chairman of the Board Kevin Roberts said 
operations have been suspended for a 
period of time until they get through the 
pandemic situation.

A subcommittee of the Champion for 
Children Foundation is looking at the 
situation and decided to put a pause in 
operations while it makes recommen-
dations on what direction to go with the 
theater and what services will be provided 
there.

“We have got to get past this COVID-19 
because we are not able to do the monthly 
concerts; we are not having weddings 

MARC VALERO/STAFF

Operation of the Circle Theatre in Sebring has 
been suspended due to COVID-19 as a Champion 
for Children Foundation subcommittee looks to 
revise the mission and uses of the venue.

County passes 200 deaths from COVID
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County sur-
passed 200 deaths from the coronavirus 
on Tuesday, according to the Florida 
Department of Health’s daily COVID-19 
reports. With two deaths reported over-
night, the death toll is now 201 people 
that have died.

In addition, the FDOH reports show 
41 new cases of infection. Six of the 
new cases were from minors ages 14 
and under. There has been a total of 
4,863 cases of COVID-19. Residents 
make up 4,817 cases and non-residents 
comprise 46 infections. That is three 
more non-residents than reported on 

Monday.
The positivity rate skyrocketed to 

54.17%. The high positivity rate was 
due, in part, because there were only 72 
tests processed from Monday.

Statewide, the COVID vaccine (first 
dose) has been given to 146,160 people 
thus far. On Monday, Highlands County 
administered 114 doses of the vaccine.

There has been a total of 525 people 
in the county to have their first dose of 
the vaccine to date.

The Highlands County Board of 
County Commission posted on social 
media platforms that the county will 
soon have additional vaccines in the 
form of Moderna. Public Information 
Assistant Karen Clogston’s post said the 

first phase of the vaccinations will be 
given to residents and staff members 
of long-term care facilities, “persons 65 
and older, health care personnel with 
direct patient contact.” Hospitals can 
vaccinate those they feel are “extremely 
vulnerable” to the coronavirus.

Following Gov. Ron De Santis’ 
Executive Order, those 65 and older 
will be next. After the initial phase of 
vaccines, the county will set up vaccina-
tion points of distributions and will post 
days and times of of availability.

Statewide. Florida added 12,075 new 
cases of COVID infections to bring the 
overall total to 1,292,252. Residents of 
Florida make up 1,270,063 of those cas-
es and non-residents comprise 22,189 

of the total cases.
In addition to the new cases, Florida 

added 105 new deaths, including 101 
residents and 4 non-residents. Deaths 
attributed to COIVD were 21,718 on 
Tuesday.

Throughout Florida testing was 
the lowest it has been in at least two 
weeks with 52,324 tests processed. The 
positivity rate was 22.72%.

Numbers across the United States 
continue to be lower in the three major 
metrics – cases, deaths and tests – all of 
which remain well below the week-long 
averages. The United States reported 
162,190 new cases, 1,491 deaths and 

Senate GOP 
blocks swift 

vote on Trump’s 
$2K checks
By LISA MASCARO and JILL COLVIN 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell on Tuesday 
blocked Democrats’ push to immediately 
bring President Donald Trump’s demand 
for bigger $2,000 COVID-19 relief checks 
up for a vote, saying the chamber would 
“begin a process” to address the issue.

Pressure is mounting on the 
Republican-led Senate to follow the 
House, which voted overwhelmingly on 
Monday to meet the president’s demand 
to increase the checks from $600 as the 
virus crisis worsens. A growing number 
of Republicans, including two senators in 
runoff elections on Jan. 5 in Georgia, have 
said they will support the larger amount. 
But most GOP senators oppose more 
spending, even if they are also wary of 
bucking Trump.

The outcome is highly uncertain head-
ing into the rare holiday-week session.

“There’s one question left today: Do 
Senate Republicans join with the rest of 
America in supporting $2,000 checks?” 
Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer said as he made a motion to 
vote.

McConnell, who has said little publicly 
on Trump’s request, objected but gave 
almost no indication of his plans ahead.

“The Senate will begin a process,” 
the GOP leader said. He said he plans 
to bring the president’s demand for the 
$2,000 checks and other remaining issues 
“into focus.”

The showdown has thrown Congress 

Fires kept first responders 
busy during holidays

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Fire is no respecter 
of persons, property or dates on the 
calendar. Firefighters and other first 
responders busy over Christmas and 
the following days.

Highlands County Fire Rescue 
responded to a fire on North Berkeley 
Road in the Avon Park Lakes sub-
division around 3:15 a.m. Tuesday. 
Highlands Lakes station 1 and 2, Sun 
‘N Lake station 7 and EMS, Medic 4-1, 
and Battalion 1 arrived to find smoke 
coming from the garage of the home. 
Items inside the garage were on fire. 
The residents got out of the home 
unharmed and firefighters made quick 
work of the fire.

No injuries to first responders were 
reported. The cause of the fire is 
under investigation. The damage is 
estimated at $7,500.

On Sunday afternoon, Highlands 
Lakes Volunteer Fire Department was 
called out in response to a brush fire 
at East Albritton Road, near Geneva 
Road. The fire consumed about a 
quarter of an acre. HCFR Chief Marc 
Bashoor said the fire was caused by a 
vehicle driving over tall and dry grass.

Bashoor warned that the county is 
heading into the dry season and the 
low humidity is not helping things.

Earlier Sunday morning, HCFR 
COURTESY PHOTO/HCFR

The middle unit of this triplex on 5500 block of Granada Boulevard in Sebring was on fire 
Sunday morning. Three people went to the local hospital for treatment.

Happy Holidays
In honor of the holidays, the 

Highlands News-Sun will be 
printed on 
New Year’s 
Eve.

We hope 
your holidays 
are peaceful 
and safe.

The Highlands News-Sun 
office at 321 N. Ridgewood 
Drive in Sebring will close at 
3 p.m. through New Year’s Day. 
Happy Holidays to each and 
every one.
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Firefighters responded to a garage on fire at this residence on Berkley Road in Avon Park. There were no injuries.

FIRES | 8A

JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP PHOTO

A person walks a dog with the Capitol in the 
background Tuesday, Dec. 29, 2020, in Wash-
ington.
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