
HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN
VOL. 101 | NO. 144 | $1.00      YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1919        An Edition Of The Sun

Saturday, May 23, 2020

Obituaries .......................A10
TV Listings ......................A11

Classifieds ......................B1-3
Comics .........................B4-7
Lottery ........................... A2

Viewpoints ....................... A6
Weather .........................A12

Good morning To
Leland Welch

Thanks for reading! newssun.com
facebook.com/
newssun

twitter.com/
TheNewsSun

Spring Lake breaks ground on major project
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Spring Lake 
Improvement District Board of 
Supervisors members, staff and 
local dignitaries turned dirt 
with golden colored shovels in 
a ground-breaking ceremony 
Wednesday on a major sewer 
line project.

Under the shade of a massive 
oak tree at the district office, 
District Manager Joe Decerbo 
welcomed everyone. Decerbo 

introduced and thanked 
Representative Cary Pigman, 
who was integral in getting the 
appropriation funds for the 
project; Helmut Wyzisk II and 
III, owners of The Signature 
Group, which owns the golf 
course, restaurant and other 
properties to be developed; 
Carl Salafrio, president and 
CEO of Developmental 
Designs who is planning a 
large RV park; Gene Schriner, 
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From left: Helmut Wysisk III, Gene Schriner, Greg Brown, Don 
Elwell, Cary Pigman, Joe DeCerbo, Carl Salafrioand and Tim 
McKenna turn some dirt at the groundbreaking ceremony at 
Spring Lake on Wednesday morning.

Worldwide 
total of 

COVID-19 
cases tops 
5 million 

Highlands has 
111

By RUTH ANNE LAWSON
STAFF WRITER

As residents anxiously await 
the start of Phase 2 of Florida’s 
reopening, the number of 
positive COVID-19 cases in 
Highlands 
County 
reached 
111 as of 
Friday’s 
update. No 
additional 
deaths have 
been reported with the total 
remaining at 8. The number of 
hospitalizations also remains 
unaltered at 36 with 35 residents 
and 1 non-resident.

The first positive case reported 
in Highlands County was on 
March 21.

The total number of tests 
administered in Highlands 
County is 3,637 with 3,521 
negative tests results of which 59 
are non-Florida residents. One 
result has come back inconclu-
sive and three are waiting for 
results. The percent of positive 
cases is 3.1%.

Of the 111 positive cases 
in Highlands County, 110 are 
residents and 1 non-resident. 
The cases include 56 male and 
54 females, ranging from ages 0 
to 85, with a median age of 55.

Florida Department of Health 
is releasing details of ethnicity 
and race regarding the positive 
cases in each of the state’s 67 
counties.

Highlands County’s cases 
by ethnicity are 36 Hispanic, 
66 non-Hispanic and eight 
unknown/no data. The cases by 
race are 62 white, 26 black, 20 
other and two unknown/no data.

The total number of positive 
cases in Florida is nearing the 
50,000 mark. Florida has 49,451 
confirmed cases, a 776 increase 
since Thursday; 1,301 of those 
are non-Florida residents. The 
total number of deaths increased 
by 46, bringing the total to 1,190.

Miami-Dade’s numbers 
continue to climb and remain 
the leader in the state for positive 
cases with 16,522 confirmed and 
614 deaths.

Nationally, the number of 
positive cases is 1,577,758 with 
94,729 deaths and 298,418 recov-
ered. Worldwide, the number of 
positive cases has increased to 
5,128,492 with 333,489 deaths.

For more information on 
COVID-19, visit floridahealth-
covid19.gov.

In Highlands County, call 
863-402-6800 or text hccovid to 
888777.

Denton dump cleaned up

Residents get ‘reefs’ removed within days
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — Residents on Lake 
Denton saw something they didn’t like 
going into the spring-fed lake three 
weeks ago: A plane and a shipping 
container.

They got them pulled out in less than 
a week, thanks to complaints to and an 
investigation by the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection into what 
was touted as a set of artificial reefs for 
divers, but which residents considered 
to be no more than pollution of their 
lake.

At 1:45 a.m. April 30 — a Thursday 
morning — several divers unloaded a 
shipping container from the boat ramp 
into Lake Denton, floated it out into 
the lake and sank it where divers go to 
get certified, said Capt. Charles David 
Simpson Jr., Army ROTC instructor 
at Lake Wales High School and lake 
resident for nearly 20 years.

He said via email that it allegedly was 
used to make an artificial reef.

The problem, Simpson told the 
Highlands News-Sun, is that they didn’t 
have permission from the state, nor did 
they have it inspected for harmful items 
or substances.

“Hopefully it will be removed as soon 
as possible to prevent any environ-
mental damage to the lake and to keep 
the lake beautiful for our children and 
grandchildren,” Simpson said.

Simpson said he called the state envi-
ronmental office, which gave him their 
Sebring office number. He spoke with 
“Alexandra,” who told him the divers did 
not have permission to sink anything in 
the lake and would have to remove it.

They did, on May 5, the following 
Tuesday, said Dave and Annabel 
Humble, 25-year lakeside residents.

Alexandra Kuchta of media/exter-
nal affairs for Florida DEP told the 
Highlands News-Sun on May 4, via 
email, that the State Watch Office 
received a report regarding a possible 
release of potential hazardous materials 

in Lake Denton.
“Through a thorough investigation, 

it was determined that Containers for 
Coral (the responsible party) submerged 
a shipping container and an airplane 
fuselage in Lake Denton using lift bags 
as part of a pilot run for a future artificial 
reef project,” Kuchta wrote.

Such “reefs” are subject to DEP 
authorization prior to being deployed 
in a waterway, but she said Containers 
for Coral did not obtain that authori-
zation, and would have to remove it 
immediately.

“Water is our state’s most vital quality 
and the Department is committed to its 
protection,” Kuchta wrote, adding that 
people can report suspected violations 
to DEP Regulatory Programs at 850-245-
2036, Air Resource Management at 850-
717-9000, Water Resource Management 
at 850-245-8336 and Waste Management 
at 850-245-8705.

Lake Denton has had a long history 
of popularity with SCUBA divers. Years 
of cars parked along the road prompted 

the Highlands County Board of County 
Commission many years ago to set up 
parking at the boat ramp.

People in general came to the lake 
to party, which also resulted in litter 
and activities not welcome in a family 
neighborhood.

For the most part, since the county 
set rules and had deputies patrol for 
unwelcome behavior, there have been 
no problems, Dave Humble said.

“Our main complaint with divers is 
those without a flag with them,” Dave 
Humble said.

A floating flag lets boaters on the lake 
know if anyone is under them, and helps 
them keep a safe distance. Without it, 
people can get hurt.

People on Lake Denton take pride 
in it and are very protective of it, Dave 
Humble said. Most lake residents have 
lived there for decades, if not genera-
tions. Their house was his in-laws’ for 15 
years before them.

“Very seldom does a house come up 
for sale here,” Dave Humble said.
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An airplane fuselage gets placed into Lake Denton as an artificial reef by divers on April 30. According to Lake Denton residents, it and a shipping 
container, also put in the lake, were removed May 5 after residents complained to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
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A shipping container gets floated into Lake Denton on April 30, positioned by divers as an artificial 
reef. However, it and a stripped airplane fuselage, also put in the lake, came back out on May 5, 
according to Lake Denton residents, after they complained to the Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection.

Celebrate the  
Class of 2020

A special keepsake 
book is inside!

See the  
Cases By 

County chart 
on page A10

BREAK | 10A


