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A Ukrainian tank is seen in position in the frontline in Bakhmut, 
Donetsk region, Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023.

Site torn down for Medal of Honor Park
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Anyone used to 
walking past the picnic pavilion 
between Highlands County’s 
Government Center and 
Courthouse had to detour Monday 
morning.

They’ll have to detour again 
today as a demolition crew contin-
ues to clear the site of the Stepping 
Stones Girl Scout House for the 
future Florida Medal of Honor 
Park.

Retired U.S. Army Col. Mike 
Borders did guard duty at the 
closed sidewalk. He said Monday 
that the man doing the clearing, on 
condition of anonymity, had made 
quick work of the picnic pavilion, 
making it a pile of flattened rubble 
by 11 a.m.

Plans were to get started taking 
down the Great Depression-era 
“Stepping Stones” log cabin that 
had served as the local Girl Scouts 
of America lodge for decades but 
had succumbed to termites in 
recent years.

Borders said people had salvaged 
as much as possible from the 
structure that could still be used, 
including electric wiring, fixtures 
and appliances, window frames 
and the air-conditioning/heating 
system, all donated to Highlands 
County Habitat for Humanity.

Habitat staff and administra-
tion confirmed the donation on 
Monday. They and Borders both 
said the Medal of Honor Park 
Committee has salvaged red bricks 
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An excavator Monday morning grabs and unseats that last 
remaining pole from the county picnic pavilion that stood on 
the lot east of the Highlands County Government Center. The 
site is undergoing demolition in preparation to build the Florida 
Medal of Honor Park.

Russia pushes advance on Bakhmut, 
bolsters defenses in south

By SAMYA KULLAB and YURAS 
KARMANAU 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — 
Fierce battles raged out-
side Bakhmut as Russian 
forces pushed their 
advance on the eastern 
city with heavy shelling 
and infantry attacks, 
Ukraine’s presidential 
office said Monday, with 
at least five civilians killed 
and as many wounded in 
action across the war-
torn country in the last 24 
hours.

The presidential office 

said the situation in 
Bakhmut’s northern 
suburb of Paraskoviivka is 
“difficult” as Russian forc-
es continued to pummel 
the area with “intense 
shelling and storming 
actions.” The nearby town 
of Vuhledar is also under 
heavy bombardment.

Russian forces shelled a 
dozen cities and villages 
in the Donetsk region 
in the last 24 hours 
including in Druzhkivka 
where a missile hit a 
hospital and in Pokrovsk 
where shelling damaged 
seven houses and a 

kindergarten.
“The shelling inten-

sifies, and the Russians 
accumulate more forces 
for an attack on peaceful 
cities,” Donetsk Gov. 
Pavlo Kyrylenko said. 
“We’re seeing a very 
tough battle in which the 
Russians aren’t sparing 
neither themselves, nor 
us.”

In the neighboring 
Luhansk region, Russian 
troops pulled back after 
several days of intense 
fighting near the key city 
of Kreminna, although 
they’re not “running 

out of steam,” Luhansk 
Gov. Serhii Haidai told 
Ukrainian television.

In the partially occu-
pied southern region of 
Kherson, artillery fire hit 
more than 20 cities and 
villages over the past 
24 hours including the 
regional capital of the 
same name which was 
recaptured by Ukrainian 
forces in November. Two 
men were killed in one of 
the villages when their car 
ran over a landmine.

In the neighboring 

Heartland 
Christian 

Academy to 
add classroom 

building
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Heartland Christian 
Academy plans to add a new classroom 
building for the 2023-24 school year to 
accommodate middle and high school 
students.

Heartland Christine Director Rebekah 
Kogelschatz said the new building is to 
expand space for middle and high school 
students. The plan is to have it opened by 
August 2023.

For next year, the school will be ac-
cepting applications for all grade levels. 
All grades have space for next year at this 
time but some are close to capacity, she 
said.

If we are successful at opening the new 
classrooms in August, our middle and 
high school will have additional open-
ings, Kogelschatz said. This year, eigth, 
ninth, and 10th grades were all full.

The current K-12 enrollment is 345 
students.

At its Monday meeting, the Sebring 
Community Redevelopment Agency 
considered the design review application 
for the property at 1105 Production Drive 
for the new 144-by-66-foot metal build-
ing that will house 10 classrooms and 
bathrooms.

This solid building looks more like 
the current 11-piece modular building, 
according to the academy. “It is visually 
pleasing compared to other single units.”

Pakowski leaving  
Highlands Habitat

Search underway for new executive director
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — After seven years 
with Highlands County Habitat for 
Humanity, Blair Pakowski is moving 
onward.

She’ll continue fighting against 
homelessness and substandard 
housing, but she’ll do it from a differ-
ent organization. She’s taken a new 
remote-work position as program 
coordinator and compliance officers 
for the Coalition for Home Repair.

The national coalition of nonprofits, 
local governments, and churches 
repair homes and form partnerships 
with businesses, sponsors, other 
nonprofits and individuals to make a 

bigger im-
pact. Habitat 
for Humanity 
is one of the 
partners, she 
said.

“It’s 
definitely 
bittersweet,” 
Pakowski said 
Wednesday. 
“I’ve 
been with 
Highlands 
[County] 
Habitat since 
2016 and was 

with Habitat in North Carolina before 
that.”

In fact, when she arrived in 
Highlands County in May 2016, she 
had just finished working with Cape 
Fear Habitat for Humanity, the affiliate 
in Wilmington, North Carolina. In 
Sebring, she immediately set about 
getting more people involved with the 
local affiliate.

She started as volunteer manager 
under the former executive director, 
Sarah Creekmore, then she and her 
husband had a son, who is now 6. 
Two years ago, in the summer of 
2021, shortly after the birth of their 
second son and after the departure of 
Creekmore’s successor, Pakowski got 
tapped to stand in as interim executive 
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Delynia Sherrill, third adult from the left, joins family and friends as Blair Pakowski, executive director of Habitat for Humanity of Highlands 
County, leads a blessing on Sherrill’s new home in Mason’s Ridge, dedicated last August.
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Heartland Christian Academy plans to add a 
10-classroom addition to its campus in Sebring.
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