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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — If you want 
to use Sebring Parkway 
north from DeSoto Road 
to Youth Care Lane you’ll 
need another route for the 
next six weeks.

Either that, or you will 
need to navigate narrow 
residential streets to the 
east of the construction 

zone. County public 
information officials 
advise local residents to 
be patients and drivers of 
large rigs to find another 
route altogether, such as 
Sebring Drive/Alt. 27 at 
the Southgate Publix Plaza 
north to Lakeview Drive.

For the next six weeks, 
if weather and logistics 
cooperate, contract 
road crews will work the 

northbound lane of the 
existing roadway and dig 
down through the eastside 
embankment to install the 
new northbound roadway 
and the grass median 
between the north and 
south lanes.

It actually started on 
Thursday, and anyone 
who lives in the area — 
especially those in the 
adjacent Francis II Mobile 

Home Park — will want to 
navigate around the area. 
Residents there have a 
west entrance on DeSoto 
Road, away from the inter-
section with the Parkway. 
Residents on Youth Care 
Lane might consider 
entering or leaving home 
through neighborhoods 
between them and 

Get ready to reroute
Parkway Phase 2 north enters ‘detour’ phase from DeSoto Road to Youth Care Lane

COURTESY GRAPHIC/HIGHLANDS COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSION

County public information officials said only the northbound 
lanes of Sebring Parkway will close for six weeks for road 
construction. 

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County added 31 new 
COVID-19 cases when the Florida 
Department of Health put out its daily 
COVID reports on Saturday. The new 
cases brought the cumulative total to 
7,087 infections since the start of the 
pandemic. The documented cases are 
comprised of 7,019 residents and 68 
cases from non-residents.

Over the past seven days there have 
been 189 cases of coronavirus, or a 
daily average of 27 cases.

Three more deaths were reported 
since Friday’s update. On Saturday, the 
county’s death toll stood at 297.

The positivity rate continued its 
climb over the past few days and was 
8.55%. Testing was up slightly, with 351 
processed tests.

Hospitalizations have increased 
by one person overnight and now is 
at 558. The Agency for Health Care 
Administration showed 34 people 
hospitalized as of 4 p.m. on Saturday. 
AHCA also reported an adult ICU bed 
census as 22 with five available.

FDOH shows their have been 80 
resident or staff deaths from long-term 
care facilities.

The ages of those infected runs 
from 0-99 with an overall median age 
of 52. Saturday’s median age was 50 
years old. Women still have higher 
rates of infections at 3,829 compared 
to men who have had 3,157 cases. An 
additional 33 cases have an unknown 
gender.

Florida added 7,280 new cases of 
COVID, bringing the overall caseload 
to 1,863,707. The cases are made up 
of 1,829,773 residents and 33,934 
non-residents who tested positive.

Deaths rose by 125 people, which 
is down from Friday. The total deaths 
have reached 30,339.

The state positivity rate continued to 
go down on Saturday, as the rate was 
5.74%. The positivity rate was the low-
est since Feb. 6. The state processed 
124,466 resident tests with 117,316 
negative results.

The state reported 45,120 vaccines 
given on Friday. It was the lowest num-
ber of vaccines given since Valentine’s 
Day and less than half of the previous 
day vaccines administered. Florida 
has vaccinated 2,668,101 people, with 
1,314,176 having received the first 
shot in the series and 1,353,925 people 
receiving both shots.

Testing shot up drastically in the 
United States, according to the COVID 
Tracking Project’s Friday evening 

County records 
3 more COVID 

deaths

By ROMONA WASHINGTON
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

If she was writing her 
resume, she could include 
her years of helping her 
husband farm in Georgia, 
her years of picking cotton 
and her years of picking 
oranges. Oh yeah, and the 
number of babies that she 
helped come into the world 
through her work as a mid-
wife. She also volunteered 
with a prison ministry at 
Avon Park Correctional 
Institution. But probably 
the one job Lillie Mae 
Taylor has loved the most 
in her 100 years of life has 
been that of a mother.

As we celebrate Black 
History Month, we honor 
those like Lillie Mae Taylor, 
the epitome of a strong 
Black woman.

Lillie Mae didn’t raise a 
family of three children, or 
five children. Lillie Mae had 
22 babies, though only 16 of 
them lived.

Like so many other 
women at that time, Lillie 
Mae was 19 when she had 
her first baby. She and her 
husband Lucious added to 
the family about every 12-
18 months, and they raised 
their family together until 
1974 when Lucious passed 
away.

Fourteen of the children 
continue to shower Lillie 
Mae with their love. In 
order, the children are 
Robert Lee (now deceased), 
Willie, Eugene, Lucious Jr., 
Hattie, Lilly, Annie, Faye, 
Bobby, Gwendolyn (now 
deceased), Ross, Margie, JD, 
Henry, Bernice, and Curtis. 
All but three of the children 
were born at home.

In fact, there are five gen-
erations of Taylors today. 
On last count, Lillie Mae 
has 62 grandchildren.

Lucious served in the 
U.S. Army — as did six 
of his children — Willie, 
Margie, JD, Henry, Bernice 

and Curtis ... and when he 
got out, he and Lillie Mae 
married and went to work 
farming. The older children 
remember the hard work 
and the benefits that the 
family reaped.

Hattie, the oldest daugh-
ter, said her daddy farmed 
and harvest a lot of produce 

and meat. They would 
take the food to market 
and what they didn’t take 
to market, he would invite 
neighbors to come and take 
what they wanted from the 
fields.

The farm helped feed 
the Taylor family. Hattie 
said not only was there 

the produce and meat that 
their dad harvested, but 
there was also a number of 
fruit trees in the yard.

Lillie Mae said when 
things got tight, she would 
just start “pinching” to 
make the food go a little 
further. Margie said she 
doesn’t remember a single 
time when any of them 
went hungry. “She’d just 
keep pinching it. There was 
always enough,” she said.

Hattie remembers some-
times sitting in the field 
and cracking a watermelon 
open, digging her hands 
into the meat of the fruit to 
eat.

Hattie said, “She didn’t 
just feed her own children. 
She fed others too. She 
always had a big heart. She 
didn’t care who you were. 
She’d put newspaper down 
on the floor so everyone 
had their own spot. 
Sometimes I’d come in and 
ask who someone was and 

Lifetime of hard work
Job as 

mother 
was the 

best

ROMONA WASHINGTON/STAFF

Lillie Mae Taylor loves sitting on the porch of her home where she can watch what’s going on in the 
neighborhood.

COURTESY/CORIE & DANILLE PRESSLEY SIGNATURE VIDEO & 
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lillie Mae Taylor surrounded by 14 of her children at the Taylor Gala 
in 2017.
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 

refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 
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