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By KIM LEATHERMAN
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Spring 
Lake Golf Resort has new 
owners with some inno-
vative future projects and 
some that are now being 
implemented. Signature H 
Property closed on the re-
sort property on Nov. 8 and 
has purchased the three golf 
courses, Panther, Cougar, 
Bobcat and the clubhouses 
according to SHP Partner 

Helmut Wyzisk III, also 
known as H3.

Signature H Property will 
host a new Year’s Eve party 
at Victoria’s restaurant at the 
clubhouse where Wyzisk will 
unveil a full presentation 
of the plans for the golf 
courses, the new look and 
new logo for the resort. Call 
863-655-5555 for a reserva-
tion and costs.

Wyzisk did reveal some 

The Highlands News-Sun office will 
close Tuesday at noon and be closed 
Wednesday to allow our staff to enjoy the 
Christmas holiday with their families. We 
will reopen at 8 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 26.

Office  
closing early

Spring Lake Golf Resort gets new owners, updates
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Spring Lake Golf Resort has new owners in Signature H Property.
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. — The flu season 
is continuing to hit southern states hard 
as influenza begins to spread across the 
country.

The flu season got off to an early start 
in the Deep South. The most recent 
weekly flu report from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention finds 
high levels of flu-like illness in 19 states, 
including most southern states.

Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, 
Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and 
Washington are the states reporting high 
levels of flu.

Minnesota has also been hit hard, with 
health officials saying an outbreak of 
early flu strains has contributed to the 
deaths of six people.

There were 60 cases of flu-like illness 
reported to the state last week, accord-
ing to the Minnesota Department of 
Health. That’s a five-fold increase from 
the week before.

The Department of Health says the 
flu continues to spread statewide, with 
cases reported in every region. It has 
hit children particularly hard, the Star 
Tribune reported.

“We use a threshold of 5% absentee-
ism, and we’re seeing much higher levels 
than that,” said Kris Ehresmann, director 
of the department’s infectious disease 
division. Health officials say some 
schools are missing as many as one-fifth 
of their students.

Students have a a higher than usual 
share of the 262 flu-related hospital-
izations reported so far this season, 
although none of the deaths involved 
children.

The CDC estimates that so far this sea-
son there have been at least 3.7 million 
flu illnesses, 32,000 hospitalizations and 
1,800 deaths from flu. So far in the 2019-
2020 flu season, CDC has reported 19 
flu-associated deaths among children.

Illness are mostly being caused by 
influenza B/Victoria viruses, which is 
unusual for this time of year because 
Type B does not usually become preva-
lent until later in the flu season.

CDC officials say it’s not too late to 
get vaccinated. They say the flu vaccine 
is the best way to prevent flu and its 
complications.

Flu continues to 
hit South hard 
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In this Feb. 7, 2018 file photo, a nurse prepares 
a flu shot at the Salvation Army in Atlanta. The 
U.S. winter flu season is off to its earliest start 
in more than 15 years.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Christmas decorating is 
red and green and gold, wreaths and 
trees, garland, glitter and tinsel and 
lights and more lights.

The way we illuminate for the 
holidays has evolved from candles to 
LED minis.

As fresh-cut Christmas trees became 
popular candles were the only way 
to illuminate them, but that posed 
many drawbacks including a major fire 
hazard by today’s standards.

The tradition of lighting the tree with 
small candles dates back to the 17th 
century and originated in Germany 
before spreading to Eastern Europe. 
The small candles were attached to the 
tree branches with pins or melted wax, 
according to High Country Lights.

Thomas Edison patented the light 
bulb in 1880 enabling a better way 
to brighten up the holidays without 
striking a match. Self-igniting matches 
were invented in 1805.

During the 1880 Christmas season, 
Thomas Edison introduced the first 
outdoor electric Christmas light 
display to the world. He displayed the 
lights outside of his laboratory com-
pound in New York.

According to the Smithsonian 
Magazine, in 1882 at the Edison shop, 
associate inventor Edward Hibberd 
Johnson saw an opportunity.

At his Fifth Avenue, New York City, 
home, Johnson set up a tree by the 
street-side window of his parlor. He 
hand-wired 80 red, white and blue 
light bulbs and strung them together 
around it and placed the trunk on a 
revolving pedestal, all powered by a 

generator.
In the tradition of “the more the 

merrier” an 1884 New York Times 
article counted 120 bulbs on Johnson’s 
dazzling tree that year.

In 1890, strings of lights were 
mass-produced and department stores 
began displaying them in Christmas 
displays in their stores, according to 
High Country Lights.

In 1895, the first White House elec-
trically lit Christmas tree was spon-
sored by President Grover Cleveland, 
which brought national attention to 
the trend.

General Electric started selling the 
first Christmas light kits in 1903 with 
the box stating, “No danger from 
lights on Christmas tree when Edison 
Miniature Lamps are used. No smoke, 
smell or grease. Lamps can be either 
bought or rented at low cost. Anyone 
can easily wire and put up the lamps if 
there is electric current in the house.”

More people began to purchase 
Christmas lights in the 1940s and 
1950s as the lights became cheaper 
and people started decorating their 
houses as well as their trees to match 
elaborate department store displays.

Those old enough may remember 
bubble lights were once popular for 
Christmas trees.

In 1946, light manufacturer NOMA 
brought what was called the “bubble 
light” from the U.K. to the U.S. with 
an American patent, according to 
Christmas Designers. Within the plas-
tic light casing, methylene chloride 
was heated to a very low boiling point, 
just enough to where it would visibly 
bubble through the plastic casing, 
hence the “bubble” light.

Despite the odd and somewhat 
gimmicky nature of the bubble light it 
swept the country and was incredibly 
popular for its time.

In 1966, G.E.’s new Merry Midget 
mini lights (which are still available 
today) were smaller, cheaper, and 
more outdoor-friendly, so people 
began lighting their houses all over 
the country with greater intensity, 
Christmas Designers note.

For those who wanted to decorate 
to the max, the mini lights offered an 
economical way, through low cost and 

Lighting Christmas up 

From candle-lit to LED minis
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A holiday light display on the Avon Park Main Street Mall. Soon after Thomas Edison’s patent of the incandescent bulb in 1880, electric lights 
started to replace candles on Christmas trees. 
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In 1966 G.E. (General Electric) introduce the new 
Merry Midget mini lights. Miniature holiday 
lighting has transformed the way many deco-
rate for the holidays.
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 

refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 
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