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A poet 

who knows it
By Laura Bennett-Kimble,
Contributing Editor

Do you find 
poetry daunting, 
boring or off-put-
ting? According to 
the newest Lake 
County Poet Lau-
reate, Jim Steele, 
no one should.

“Everybody is a 
poet,” he said. “You 
think poetry all the 
time, you just don’t 
realize it. I just want 
people to take those 
thoughts and put 
them on paper.”

It’s not just a 
bunch of rhymes, nor is it Dr. Seuss or, the other end of 
the spectrum, Tennyson, he said. Steele sees poetry as a 
form of journaling, a way to express where we are at cer-
tain points in our lives.

Steele has been writing poetry since the summer before 
he began college, he said, beginning with “10 very bad 
poems a day” for a girlfriend named Vicki.

Flash forward to 2022, when his wife, coincidentally 
also named Vicki, persuaded Steele to submit an applica-
tion for the poet laureate position.

He had no expectation of snagging the role, noting, 
“I’ve been in eight magazines; I have no literary back-
ground; I have six books, but other than that, I just didn’t 
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Hiking and biking trail system 
continues to grow

Jim Steele was named the county’s 
Poet Laureate in July. Photo courte-
sy Jim Steele.

The trailhead was a thing of beauty during a recent ride Mike Stephens took on the trail, as 
a double rainbow appeared after a rainstorm. 

By Laura Bennett-Kimble,
Contributing Editor

Exploring Florida with-
out sitting inside a mo-
torized vehicle just got a 
boost, when the Wekiva 
Trail heading east from the 
Lake County Neighbor-
hood Lakes Trail in Sorren-
to officially opened earlier 
this month.

The hiking and biking 
trail, which runs along SR 
429, is connected to the 
Florida Coast to Coast Trail 
(C2C), “opening up all of 
Seminole, Orange, Volusia 
and Brevard County Trails 
to Lake County,” said cy-
cling and trail-building 
enthusiast Mike Stephens. 
“You can now officially ride 
from Sorrento to Titusville 
and Edgewater/New Smyrna, and numerous other trails 
throughout the state, on paved off-road multi-purpose 
trails!”

The Wekiva Trail has been a long time coming, ac-
cording to Stephens.

“This expansion of the Wekiva Trail has been in the 
works for the past 20 or so years and is discussed at 
length in the Lake County 2006 Trails Master Plan and 
the 2018 Trails Master Plan,” he wrote in a recent email. 
“Numerous public meetings, feasibility studies, PD & E 

studies, cultural and historical studies, and the like have 
already been completed along the proposed trail corri-
dor.”  

According to Stephens, the segment of trail from Sor-
rento to Mount Dora is in the design phase, and Lake 
County has funds budgeted to purchase the railroad spur 
from Sorrento to Tavares.  

In an update shared with other trail enthusiasts, 
Stephens wrote, “An economic study was done by the 


