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Plan presented to remove military hazards from Arbuckle Creek
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

AVON PARK — The 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers presented 
information and back-
ground Thursday evening 
to the public on the 
proposed plan for the 
Avon Park Army Airfield 
Formerly Used Defense 
Site in Highlands and 
Okeechobee counties.

The Army used the 
site during World War 
II to train pilots and air 
crews. The Army Corps 
of Engineers completed 
a remedial investigation/
feasibility study and 

the recommendations 
are summarized in the 
proposed plan that 
focuses on a 1.04-acre 
area along Arbuckle Creek 
in Highlands County.

At the public meet-
ing at the Avon Park 
Community Center, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
Project Manager 
Francisco Aracio said 
during World War II, B-26 
and B-17 pilots and crew 
were trained at the site 
with the training includ-
ing air-to-ground bomb-
ing, land skip bombing, 
gunnery ranges and 
position firing courses.

Around the end of the 

training period at the site, 
someone in the military 
dumped a crate of bomb 
fuzes from a bridge into 
Arbuckle Creek, he said. 
It was an illegal and 
improper disposal of 
ordinance and illegal de-
struction of government 
property that would have 
resulted in a court martial 
if that person had been 
identified at the time.

“We are here to clean 
up whatever the military 
left behind; we are not 
here to clean up every-
body else’s mess,” Araico 
said.

Brad Kuntz, of Zapata 
Inc. which provides 

munitions response 
services, described how 
metal detectors were used 
to locate any military 
related ordnance items or 
pieces. They found two 
intact fuzes in the creek 
bed.

Chris McEwan, who 
has a house and prop-
erty next to the area of 
concern, said he was 
looking out his window 
about four or five years 
ago when they found one 
of the bomb fuzes.

The bridge is not even 
100 yards from his house, 
he said. They dug it up 

MARC VALERO/STAFF

From left: Property owner Chris McEwan speaks with U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Project Manager Francisco Araico at Thurs-
day’s public meeting on the proposed remediation plan for 
a section of Arbuckle Creek, which is part of a Formerly Used 
Defense Site.RANGE | 9A

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Ned Hancock played a 
game with members of the Highlands 
County Citrus Growers Association on 
Thursday night, to demonstrate their 
target market.

He had everyone stand up and then 
sit down if they were not the primary 
shopper in their homes, if they were not 
30-60 years old or didn’t have four people 
living in their households.

That took care of most people in the 
room, then he gave one more condition.

“I want you to sit down — and I’m 
really going to be mad if you’re standing 
up after this,” Hancock said. “I want you 
to sit down if you have purchased orange 
juice in the last 30 days.”

That took care of everyone.
“All right. Here’s what I’m trying to say, 

guys,” said Hancock, who serves with the 
Florida Department of Citrus, which has 
seen a drop in advertising budget from 
$65 million to $9.9 million in 10 years. 
“This is how precise we’re having to get 
with this advertising.”

He said the people in the room 
wouldn’t see these ads because, based on 
digital trails they leave with their demo-
graphics and buying habits, they fit all 
the categories he mentioned, especially 
that of buying orange juice on a regular 
basis.

He joked that everyone’s computer has 
a “really small person” embedded in it 
to report back on what people search, 
browse and purchase online.

Jackie Hopkins, general manager of 
Edelman Atlanta marketing firm and 
retail expert, explained it more succinct-
ly: Data gathered from online search and 
purchase platforms — Google, Facebook, 
Amazon and Instacart — will be used to 
target ads to the audience.

She said this is being done through 
“Edible” a food and beverage specialty 
agency within Edelman Holdings group.

Marketing has changed, she said, 
not only through the tools available to 
advertisers and the way people want to 
get those ads. People get inundated with 
messages, she said, and it’s a challenge to 
break through.

Traditional ads on television don’t 
work as they once did, she said, mainly 
because 50% of consumers have shifted 
from traditional broadcast and cable ser-
vices to online live-streaming services.

They also shop via smart phones, 

Citrus growers 
look to market 

orange juice
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From left: Andy Russell of Lake Placid Caretakers, 
member of the Florida Citrus Mutual Board of 
Directors, speaks with Jonathan Ned Hancock, 
president and owner of Hancock Citrus Inc. in 
Avon Park and board member for the Florida 
Department of Citrus.
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STAFF REPORTS

SEBRING — There are many events, 
meetings and fundraisers being can-
celed or postponed both here in the 
county and beyond. As of 5:00 p.m., 
Highlands County Schools will be 
closed as well. Students will be given 
an extra week of Spring Break thanks 
to Governor Ron DeSantis.

”The kids are out of school for 
spring break next week, so we are a 
little bit better off than some,” John 
Varady said. “The kids will return to 
school on March 30. Teachers and 
administration will return on March 
23.”

Varaday also said all extracurricular 
activities including day care are 
cancelled too.

The schools are all being sani-
tized during spring break, school 
Superintendent Dr. Brenda Longshore 
said.

Although there are many can-
cellations of events, the Children’s 
Museum of the Highlands will be in 
full operation during spring break. 
The musesum is at 219 N Ridgewood 
Drive.

“At this time, we will be open 
normal operating hours during spring 
break, March 17-21,” stated Executive 
Director Kelly Dressel in a press 
release. “We are closely monitoring 
the developing situation and may 
be adjusting our schedule as recom-
mended by local officials. We will 
update our Facebook page, emails 
and front door as needed. We ask our 
families to wash hands regularly while 
at the museum. If you or your child 
has experienced the following: fever 
over 100, severe coughing, difficult 
breathing, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, 
lice, conjunctivitis, unusual tiredness, 
open/oozing sores, etc. for the last 
48 hours; we ask you to not come to 
CMoH.”

For a nominal fee, children can 

play all day at the museum. There are 
many hands-on stations at which to 
play. Because the fun is inside, the 
youngsters can play rain or shine.

Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Charles Canady announced Friday 
that nearly all face-to-face court 
proceedings will be suspended for 
at least two weeks. The order, which 
goes into effect Monday, will tempo-
rarily suspend grand jury proceed-
ings, jury selections and criminal and 
civil jury trials through March 27.

Proceedings already underway 
“may proceed to completion if the 
presiding judge, with approval of the 
chief judge, determines that comple-
tion of the proceeding without delay 
is required by the interests of justice,” 
Canady wrote in the four-page order.

Canady’s decision “is the first time 
a limit on face-to-face proceedings 
has been ordered since Florida’s 
state court system was unified by a 
constitutional amendment” in 1972, 
Supreme Court spokesman Craig 
Waters said in a news release.

The order also gives judges the 
authority to use remote means of 
conducting legal proceedings when-
ever possible.

Highlands County Clerk of Courts 
Bob Germaine said while jury trials 
are suspended for the month of 
March in the 10th Judicial Circuit, 
regular court proceedings have not 
been canceled.

A list of other events that were 
canceled Friday prior to press time 
are as such:

• In an effort to limit potential 
spread of the COVID-19 Virus, the 
S.A.L.T. meeting on Tuesday, March 
17 will be canceled.

• Highlands County Audubon 
Society has suspended all activities 
until further notice. This includes 
the monthly meetings on the third 
Tuesday of each month, scheduled 
birding field trips, participation at 

the Highlands Hammock State Park 
Earth Day Festival, and the dedication 
that was to be held on March 17 at 
Highlands Hammock State Park. For 
more information and an explanation 
for the decision, readers can visit 

Closures near us

County schools get extended spring break; jury trials suspended
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The Sebring races may be postoned but kids can still get the feel of a race car at the Children’s Museum of the Highlands.
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