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In honor of Thanksgiving, the 
Highlands News-Sun will be printed on 
Thanksgiving Day.

We hope your Thanksgiving is a 
peaceful and wonderful time with family 
and friends.

Thanksgiving 
edition

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Thanksgiving 
is a time to reflect on the 
things we are grateful for. 
There is no doubt that this 
year has been crazy and 
we may have to look a little 
deeper to find things to be 
grateful for. One does not 
need to look farther than 
the folks that volunteered 
to make the Nu-Hope 
Thanksgiving celebration 
a success on Wednesday at 
Sebring Christian Church.

Nu-Hope Elder Services 
partnered with Duke Energy 
to feed about 200 Highlands 
County senior citizens. 
Like most things this year, 
the annual dinner under-
went a major change in 
order to adhere with safety 
guidelines for coronavirus 
prevention. Instead of the 

sit-down meal that is served 
to the seniors, the dinners 
were handed out in a 
drive-thru manner.

Highlands County Sheriff 
Paul Blackman was joined 
by many of his deputies 
to hand out dinners. The 
lights on their cruisers 
alerted diners to the church 
entrance. Protecting and 

serving took on a new 
meaning for Sebring Police 
Department as officers 
rolled up their sleeves to 
help out. Volunteers from 
many organizations and 
companies like Heacock 
Insurance, Cool and Cobb 
Engineering, Supervisor of 
Elections, present and past 
local politicians, and Duke 

Energy were all represented.
“We’ve been doing this 

for years,” Blackman said. 
“Every year, Ingra (Nu-Hope 
Executive Director Ingra 
Gardner) asks us. We look 
forward to serving our 
seniors.”

In addition to turkey and 
all the fixings, Duke Energy 
donated waterproof bags 
with all sorts of loot inside 
such as a reusable mask, 
hand disinfectant wipes, a 
flashlight, batteries, storm 
information, and a lot more.

The bounty did not 
stop there. Handmade 
Thanksgiving cards made 
by Retired Seniors Volunteer 
Program (RSVP) were 
given to each senior who 
went through the line. The 
handwritten sentiments 
assured the seniors they 

Thanksgiving blessings

Nu-Hope packs meals for seniors
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Sheriff Paul Blackman and other deputies hand turkey dinners to senior citizens in the Nu-Hope Thanksgiving drive thru.
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From left: Nancy Dodd and Ingra Gardner admire one of the cards 
made by the Retired Senior Volunteer Program.

BLESS | 10A

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — As 
Emergency Manager 
LaTosha Reiss finished 
her COVID-19 report on 
Tuesday, Commissioner 
Kevin Roberts asked 
about rapid-result tests.

Reiss said hospitals and 
nursing facilities have it 
to check their patients/
residents. Roberts 
suggested getting it for 
everybody as soon as 
possible.

When asked, Reiss said 
the state is working on 
making those available. 
They have been distrib-
uted to long-term care 
facilities.

“We’re trying to work 
with getting those into 
other arenas like law 
enforcement and public 
safety,” Reiss said.

Eventually, she said, 
the Florida Department 
of Health local office will 
have them.

“To me, it’s very critical-
ly important that we get 

the rapid testing ASAP for 
everyone, not just those 
in nursing homes, not 
just the elderly,” Roberts 
said. “Because there’s 
tremendous anxiety when 
people think they have it 
and go get a test, and wait 
around for two days or 
three days.”

He then pointed out 
that people in large urban 
areas can visit a drive-in 
testing facility and get 
results from their test 
while they wait.

Reiss said other 

counties, especially the 
large urbanized ones, 
have state-run sites and 
those sites have rapid 
tests.

Roberts asked if any 
places in Highlands 
County already have rap-
id testing, and Reiss said 
that, besides nursing or 
long-term care facilities, 
hospitals use the tests 
to ensure all admitted 
patients are clear of the 
virus.

An elderly member of 
the audience, who forgot 

to speak his name for 
the record, said he and 
another went recently to 
a quick drive-in testing 
site on Monday on Sun 
‘N Lake Boulevard in 
Sebring.

They drove in, filled out 
a form, got tested and got 
results, all from their car, 
he said.

Reiss said that was 
likely Prompt Care, which 
is run by AdventHealth.

“We’ll check with them 
because our understand-
ing [was] they weren’t 

running rapid tests 

there,” Reiss said.

Commission Chair 

Scott Kirouac advised 

people to be careful 

during the upcoming 

Thanksgiving holiday, 

because local and nation-

al COVID-19 infection 

numbers are going up.

Treatments are getting 

better at keeping people 

off ventilators, he said, 

but he still advised 

caution.

Roberts advocates rapid COVID tests
Already available in nursing homes, hospitals

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Those still 
waiting for Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Emergency 
Stimulus (CARES) Act funds 
may not have long to wait.

Those funds will have to 
move quicker than they did 
in Phase 1, said LaTosha 
Reiss, manager of Highlands 
County Emergency 
Management, who also 
oversees disbursement of 
CARES Act funds through 
the county. The deadline 

this go around for all 
payments to be in hand is 
Dec. 30.

Reportedly, there’s more 
potential funding through 
Phase 3 than through the 
first two phases combined, 
although that funding will 
likely go to municipalities 
and government agencies, 
Reiss said.

Highlands County re-
ceived $4.6 million for Phase 
1 and $3.6 million for Phase 
2. Phase 3 funding, poten-
tially, would exceed $10 mil-
lion, on a reimbursement 

basis only, Reiss said: The 
state would have to approve 
all payments.

Also, the county will 
have to expend all Phase 2 
funding prior to tapping any 
Phase 3 funds, Reiss told 
commissioners.

“This is a big undertaking 
for the next couple [of] 
weeks,” Reiss said.

Highlands County took 
in Phase 2 applications up 
until Tuesday last week. 
The county received 1,473 
individual applications, 243 
business applications and 

92 community proposals. 
Of the individuals, 580 did 
not meet the criteria for 
applications.

“As we’re going through 
those, of course, some obvi-
ously do not meet criteria,” 
Reiss said, adding that those 
are then marked as such. 
“Unfortunately, that is the 
majority of those cases right 
now.”

Twelve individual cases 
are in the first review stage, 
173 are in the second and 

CARES Act funds may move faster
Closer deadline demands it

CARES | 10A

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Florida Department 
of Health’s Dashboard report showed 
an increase of 7,925 new cases of coro-
navirus when Wednesday’s report came 
out. That was 334 more infections than 
on Tuesday’s report. The numbers are 
divided by 892,352 residents and 12,896 
non-residents. The state had a daily posi-
tivity rate of 9.71%, which was better than 
Tuesday’s because of increased testing of 
104,996 people.

Deaths attributed to COVID-19 jumped 
by 88 in the state. The deaths are also bro-
ken down by residents and non-residents 
with a total of 17,731 and 218, respective-
ly. The total deaths stands at 17,949.

Highlands County had another bad day 
with 40 more new cases – up from 28 on 
Tuesday. There were 3,302 residents and 
the non-residents remaining at 22 cases. 
The 40 new cases stem from 418 tests 
processed. Of those 418 tests, 378 people 
tested negative. The daily positivity rate 
for the county was 9.57%. That was up 
from Tuesday’s 7.94% with 313 tests 
processed.

There was another death attributed to 
coronavirus, bringing the total deaths 
in Highlands County to 133. There are 
currently 67 people in the hospital with 
the main diagnosis as COVID-19. The 
Agency for Health Care Administration 
shows the county bed census at 228 with 
34 beds available. They also show the ICU 
bed census as 23 with four available.

The daily median age dropped signifi-
cantly to 56 from 71 the previous day. The 
overall median age is 51. Long-term care 
facilities in Highlands County have had 
436 cases and make up 13% of all cases. 
Correctional facilities report 69, or 2%.

Only two counties had zero increases, 
Dixie and Franklin. Several others have 
gone up by three digits: Alachua – 132, 
Brevard – 150, Broward – 777, Collier 
– 181, Duval – 253, Escambia – 119, 
Hillsborough – 450, Lee – 277, Leon – 116, 
Manatee – 104, Okaloosa — 105, Orange 
– 554, Osceola – 220, Palm Beach – 497, 
Pasco – 188, Pinellas – 239, Polk — 163, 
Seminole – 124 and Volusia – 111. Only 
Dade County saw a four-digit increase, 
1,661.

Nationally, there have been 11,441,946 
cases and 249,733 deaths have been 
reported.

Globally, there have been 56,051,621 
documented and 1,345,639 deaths 
attributed to COVID-19.

County cases of 
COVID-19 up by 
40, one death


