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GIVING BACK

Around 70 area children had 
some extra presents under the 
tree and holiday food on the table 
thanks to the Lake Wales Police 
Officers Association’s annual “Shop 
With A Cop” program.

Normally, children and their 
families meet at the Lake Wales 
Walmart to pick out Christmas gifts, 

thanks to generous local sponsors 
who donate to the program.

But, because of the ongoing 
pandemic, this year families went 
online to reserve their gifts, or 
filled out a form that was returned 
to the police department. Then, 
on Dec. 12, a drive-through site 
was set up outside Walmart, where 

families not only picked up their 
already-wrapped presents, but a 
20-pound turkey and all the fixings 
for Christmas dinner, as well.

Lake Wales Deputy Police Chief 
Troy Schulze said that while the 
Coronavirus outbreak altered the 
program, it didn’t dampen anyone’s 
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Staff at Winter Haven Hospital begin to 
receive COVID-19 vaccine

Modified ‘Shop With a Cop’ program creates 
smiles, cheer in Lake Wales
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Staff report

Staff at Winter Haven Hospital 
began to  receive  Moderna’s 
COVID-19 vaccine on Tuesday, 
Dec. 22, according to a release from 
BayCare, which operates the local 
hospital.

There is still no official timeline 

for when vaccinations will be 
available to the general public. 
Supplies are still limited and are 
initially being distributed based 
on need, as outlined by state and 
federal officials.

“The vaccine is a gift we can give 
to our team members and providers 
this holiday week,” BayCare Chief 

Pharmacy Officer Michael Magee 
said. “In a season of hope, our 
caregivers are getting another layer 
of protection against this virus, 
which is great news for our team, 
their families and all we serve.”

BayCare staff  received the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine on 

Tree burning will be 

broadcast on radio

Applications being 

taken for rent, 

mortgage assistance

Bartow's annual Christmas tree burning 

tradition will be held Dec. 31 at 6:30 p.m. at 

Mary Holland Park.

This year, so that residents can stay in 

their cars and obey social distancing, Tom 

Thornburg of WWBF Radio will broadcast the 

ceremony. Otherwise, organizing officials say 

attendees are encouraged to bring chairs, bug 

spray and maybe umbrellas.  

Contact  Eda Marchman for  more 

information at (863) 533-7713.

Also, News-Sun columnist S.L. Frisbie 

reflects on the modified tree burning 

celebration in his weekly column. See Page 15.

The Polk County Board of County 

Commissioners voted Dec. 15 to allocate $1 

million of Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) funds to assist those still 

suffering a negative financial impact from 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

The program will assist residents with 

rent and mortgage payments. The county 

began taking applications Dec. 29.  The 

program will stop taking applications at 5 

p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31. 

A call center opened Dec. 29 to answer 

questions. The number to call will be (863) 

519-1000. Phones will be answered from 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m. during the application period.

Funds are offered on a first-come, first-

serve basis until the allocation is gone. 

Payments will be made directly to landlords, 

property management or mortgage 

companies. Applications are available on the 

county’s website at www.polk-county.net/. 

For more information, call (863) 534-5240 

or email HNDRequests@polk-county.net.

A drive-through site was set up outside the Lake Wales Walmart, where families not only picked up their already-
wrapped presents, but a 20-pound turkey and all the fixings for Christmas dinner, as well. COURTESY PHOTO
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