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By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The 
Sebring Community 
Redevelopment Agency 
Board will discuss two 
bank properties, one that 
it owns and one it may 
purchase, at its meeting 
at 5:30 p.m. today.

The former Bank of 
America building is being 
considered for having a 

civic center on the second 
floor. The CRA’s water-
front redevelopment plan 
is being revised with the 
Jack Stroup Civic Center 
possibly being removed 
for a more expansive 
change of the city-owned 
waterfront property.

The preliminary plan is 
to have the Highlands Art 
League, Sebring Historical 
Society and the Hall 
of Fame from Sebring 

International Raceway on 
the ground floor of the 
two-story building.

CRA Board Chair David 
Leidel said recently the 
former bank building on 
South Ridgewood Drive is 
owned by Mike Tellschow 
and is for sale.

Leidel said he wants 
to get input from the 
City Council because the 
CRA shouldn’t purchase 
the building if the City 

Council doesn’t like 
the idea or wants to do 
something else.

“I need to get a little 
more feedback from my 
board, support there, and 
then support from City 
Council,” he said.

Also, the CRA Board 
will discuss the former 
Wachovia Bank building 
on North Ridgewood 

Sebring CRA to discuss bank properties
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The Sebring Community Redevelopment Agency will be 
discussing, at its Monday meeting, the former Wachovia Bank 
Building on North Ridgewood Drive.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Sebring 
Community Redevelopment Agency 
Board will review the updated agree-
ment with Sugar Sand Distillery for 
the CRA owned property at 301 Circle 
Park Drive.

The agreement and a request for 
improvements at the property are on 
the CRA Board’s agenda for its meet-
ing at 5:30 p.m., Monday.

If approved the Board will direct 
staff to move forward with notifying 
the City of Sebring of the CRA’s intent 
to award the property to Sugar Sand 
Distillery, publish a notice for the 
public hearing for the disposition of 
the property and present to the City 
Council and hold the public hearing 
for final approval of the disposition, 
according to the agenda for the CRA 
Board meeting.

The CRA received three proposals 
for the property it purchased in 2020 
for $230,000, which once housed a 
pharmacy and then Gallery 301. The 
CRA selection committee gave top 
ranking to Sugar Sand Distillery’s 
proposal.

The proposal from Sugar Sand 
Distillery/Don Davies and Tony 
Castronova stated the building 
would contain three opportunities 
for visitors to enjoy, first a copy of 
the current Sugar Sand Distillery 
(currently on Henscratch Road), then 
a partnership with Castronova in 
the new Sugar Sand Brewery and the 
Castronova-owned Michael Anthony’s 
Italian cuisine.

Also, the Board will review and 
discuss improvements requested 
by Sugar Sand Distillery for the 301 
Circle Park Drive property.

The agenda shows the following 
requested improvements:

• Installation of additional electrical 
service to the property utilizing the 
City’s electrician — Air & Electrical 
Services -quoted at $2,170 plus ad-
ditional chages for load calculations 
with Duke Energy.

• Relocation of the rear power line 
that connects the power to the prop-
erty from the power poles in the alley 
way on Wall Street to a taller location 
on the back of the property — current 
power line hangs too low to utilize the 
back of the property for deliveries.

• Remove/demo the current drop 
ceiling inside the building.

Also, the CRA Board will consider 
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The Sebring CRA Board will consider an agree-
ment with Sugar Sand Distillery for its business 
proposal for the CRA owned property at 301 
Circle Park Drive.

By John Guerra
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A security video 
from two Avon Park businesses 
led to the arrest of two suspects 
in the June 22 shooting of a 
16-year-old.

Security footage detectives 
obtained from The Joint bar and 
Castle on Delaney takeout shows 
a white car pulling up to the curb 
and the minor victim suddenly 
falling to the ground. The white 
car then drives away at high 

speed.
According to Highlands County 

Sheriff’s detectives, the bullet 
entered the victim’s left eyebrow 
and exited behind his right ear. 
The wound was so serious that 
he had to be airlifted to Tampa 
General Hospital. He has since 
been released from the hospital.

When detectives arrived at 
the intersection of Hal McRae 
Boulevard and South Delaney 
Avenue immediately after the 
shooting, they found blood in the 
roadway, as well 9mm gun casings 

and a spent bullet nearby.
They returned to retrieve the 

security videos a few days later 
and watched as the scene unfold-
ed in an area that has seen other 
shootings. They focused on the 
white car.

As detectives asked around, 
they began to hear the name 
Isaiah Golden, 20, described as 
the shooter and another man, 
named Keisaac Quintrel Harrison, 
22 as the driver of the white car, 

Security video leads to arrest of 
Avon Park shooting suspects
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By John Guerra
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — The town 
council will discuss Tractor 
Supply’s use of its parking 
lot.

Also on the agenda: 
whether to require citizens 
or others to review RFPs 
received from potential 
auditing firms.

The meeting, at 5:30 p.m. 
today at the Town of Lake 
Placid Government Center, 
also will discuss items on 
the community redevelop-
ment agency (CRA) agenda. 
Like other Florida towns, the 
council also sits as the CRA.

Tractor Supply, which 
opened a store recently at 

60 Plaza Ave., has council 
permission to use part of 
the parking lot as a bin for 
customers to walk in and 
select fence posts and other 
outdoor building supplies.

The store needs the coun-
cil’s permission, or waiver, 
to depart from the town’s 
landscaping and parking 
rules.

As part of the review of 

the revised site plan, Lake 
Placid Police Chief James 
Fansler asked that the 
parking in front of the store 
be eliminated or reduced 
for safety concerns. Also, 
Town Engineer Joe Barber 
found that landscaping is 
also required in the parking 
area on the side of the 
Tractor Supply building. 
Both changes require the 
council’s vote.

Town Administrator Phil 
Williams is asking the coun-
cil to consider changing the 
process the town uses to 
choose the company that 
audits the town’s financial 
practices every year. Though 

LP tackles Tractor Supply site plan, 
recreation money
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Lake Placid High School graduate Tyler Carr, now with the Philadelphia Phillies organization, throws out the first pitch for last year’s Dixie 
League season at Lake June Ballfields.
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A massive mural by Keith Goodson covers the southern exterior the 
Lake Placid Tractor Supply.
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