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COVID 
numbers 
slightly 
better

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County had 
an increase of 35 COVID-19 
cases, according to the Florida 
Department of Health’s 
Wednesday update. The total 
number of people infected in 
the county climbed to 6,811, 
with 6,745 residents and 66 
non-residents having had the 
virus since the onset.

Of the new cases, eight of 
them were found in people 
between 75 and 84, which 
boosted the median age for 
the day to 62, the highest seen 
in the past two weeks. There 
were also eight cases in the 55 
to 64 age group and four of the 
cases were found in youngsters 
between the ages of 5 and 14.

Testing dropped slightly 
from the previous day, with 
367 tests processed on county 
residents, which yielded a 
positivity rate of 9.54% for the 
day.

The county did see five 
additional hospitalizations, 
bringing the overall total 
to 546. According to the 
Florida Agency for Health 
Care Administration, there 
are 41 currently hospitalized 
with a primary diagnosis of 
COVID-19. ACHA reports show 
a total of 14 hospital beds 
available in the county, which 
includes two ICU beds.

For the state, total cases 
climbed slightly, while there 
were fewer reported deaths. 
There were 7,537 new cases 
reported in the state, which 
consisted of 7,405 resident 
cases and 132 non-resident 
cases. There were 214 new 
cases found in those 4 and 
younger, while children in the 
5 to 14 age group made up 738 
cases.

Testing was up a bit from the 
previous three days, as there 
were more than 113,000 state-
wide resident tests processed, 
which resulted in a positivity 
rate of 6.59% for new cases. 
Only once in the last 14 days 
has the state seen a positivity 
rate over 10%.

There were 165 new deaths 
reported, with 160 of those 
resident deaths. There have 
now been 28,208 resident 
deaths and 483 non-resident 
deaths for a combined total of 
28,791.

The Florida Department of 
Heath states there were 55,531 
vaccinations given on Tuesday, 
although those numbers are 
subject to change. Of those, 
37,973 were second shots in 
the series. Since Jan. 30, FDOH 
is reporting more second shots 

Publix, 
Winn-Dixie 

vaccines 
come to 

Highlands
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Publix 
and Winn-Dixie Pharmacies 
in Highlands County have 
joined in the effort to vaccinate 
seniors. All three Publix stores 
in the county will participate 
and will give the first shots on 
Friday. Winn-Dixie’s corporate 
office confirmed the Sebring 
store would begin vaccines 
beginning today. Publix and 
Winn-Dixie will be following 
the state guidelines and 
vaccinating those over 65 years 
of age first.

The vaccines will be given 
by appointment only and 
the appointments are only. 
Appointment for both compa-
nies will only be taken online. 
Publix appointments are 
available online at publix.com/
covidvaccine. The Winn-Dixie 
website is winndixie.com/
pharmacy/covid-vaccine. 
Winn-Dixie has a download-
able consent form for conve-
nience. See either company’s 
website for more details.

The Publix online portal 
opened at 7 a.m. Wednesday 
but quickly filled.

The portal will open again 
at 7 a.m. Friday, Feb. 12 for 
appointments on Monday, 
Feb. 15 and Tuesday, Feb. 16. 
The last time listed for the 
portal to be opened is at 7 a.m. 
Monday, Feb. 15 for appoint-
ments on Wednesday, Feb. 17 
and Thursday, Feb. 18. Check 
the website for the availability 
of appointment times after 
Monday, Feb. 15.

The locations of the stores 
are:

- South Highlands Shopping 
Center — 586 U.S. 27 N. in 
Lake Placid.

- Fairmont Plaza — 3610 U.S. 
27 N. in Sebring.

- Southgate Shopping Center 
— 2848 U.S. 27 S., Suite 107 in 
Sebring.

- Winn-Dixie — 3250 U.S. 27 

Great snake!
Massive python caught in Zolfo Springs

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

ZOLFO SPRINGS — Aaron Brown of Sebring 
and his mom, Pam, decided to go for a relax-
ing drive Sunday afternoon to a property the 
family has in Zolfo Springs. Spending time on 
the property is nothing new for Brown and his 
family, however, the sight of a massive python 
was.

Aaron said he pulled on to the property off 
Parnell Road when he caught a glimpse of the 
snake.

“I said, ‘Good Lord, that’s a big snake,’” he 
recalled. “I backed up and said ‘I knew I wasn’t 
imagining that.”

Some good-natured ribbing was had 
between Aaron and his mom. At least we hope 
it was kidding around.

“Go and grab it by the tail,” Arron said his 
mother told him. “I said, you get out and get it. 
At least if it gets you, I can shoot it. If he gets 
me, you can’t help me. You’ll probably end up 
shooting me.”

Aaron said he was not afraid but he knew if 
it got a hold of him, his mom was not going 
to be able to get it off of him. Aaron called his 
friend Dewey Sebring but Sebring thought 
he was exaggerating and the snake could not 
possibly be as long as his truck. Until, that is, 
Aaron sent him a picture.

“‘I’m on my way,’” Sebring told Aaron. He 
had an almost identical conversation with his 
cousin William “Bobby” Wilkinson but he left 
a home improvement store and headed to the 
property with his two kids, Tori and Hunter 
Wilkinson.

When they got to the property, Aaron 
couldn’t find the snake. After a bit, they found 
the snake curled up in a culvert. Ideas were 
kicked around on getting the snake out. 
Finally, Wilkinson left and brought back a “frog 
gig and snatch hook.”

“That’s when the fun started,” Aaron said. 
“We took the snatch hook and laid it on top of 
him and pulled his head out and shot it once. 
We kept pulling him out. He was still alive.”

Wilkinson shot the snake again. Aaron said 
the first shot just seemed to stun the snake. 
Once they finally got the snake out, they laid it 
out and, after making sure it was dead, Aaron 
and the two kids lined up along side it. The 
snake was as long as the three of them. They 
packed the snaked on ice.

When asked if Pam Brown was afraid of her 
son snake wrangling, he said she (and the 
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Tori and Hunter Wilkinson with Aaron Brown lay next to a python found on Brown’s property in Zolfo Springs on 
Sunday.
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That is one giant mouth on a python killed Sunday 
in Zolfo Springs by Aaron Brown and his cousin and 
friend.
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It takes a lot of people to hold a 16-foot python. From left is Tori Wilkinson, William Wilkinson, Dusty Crum and 
Hunter Wilkinson.

LP FHP Auxiliary member 
works Super Bowl

By TOM MEISENHEIMER
CORRESPONDENT

Super Bowl tickets 
sold from $5,000 to over 
$22,000. A number of 
health care workers were 
treated with free tickets 
to the game. And one 
local 77-year-old man got 
into the game for free, 
spending the entire game 
on the 35-yard line.

He did not need a ticket 

because he 
was there to 
make sure 
everyone 
had a safe 
time before, 
during and 
after the 
game. He 
was joined 
by over a 

thousand security men 
and women including 
state troopers, Tampa 

police, deputy sheriffs 
and others hired by the 
NFL.

Montie Dowling, a 
retired lieutenant in the 
USA Navy is a member of 
the Auxiliary Unit of the 
Florida Highway Patrol. 
There were five Auxiliary 
volunteers working the 
game. They receive the 
same rigorous training as 
the actual paid members 
of the Highway Patrol. 

It requires 319 hours of 
training and 111 hours 
of classroom instruction, 
plus yearly ongoing train-
ing. However, they do not 
get paid a cent. They do it 
for the honor of serving. 
Their work saves thou-
sands of dollars a month 
for the state.

The Auxiliary members 
handle parking and 
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Tampa Bay Bucs fans celebrate Sunday night after the Super 
Bowl win over the Kansas City Chiefs.
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The three Publix stores in Highlands 
County will participate in the effort 
to vaccinate seniors, giving the first 
shots on Friday.
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