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City of Sebring 
named in 
Magnolia 

foreclosure 
lawsuit
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A Maine 
bank has filed a complaint 
for foreclosure of mortgage 
and security interests and for 
damages against the Magnolia 
Retirement Home, Inc., its 
owners, the City of Sebring and 
unknown tenants.

The Agency for Healthcare 
Administration noted numerous 
deficiencies in denying the 
renewal of the assisted living 
facility license for the Magnolia 
Retirement Home, 149 Magnolia 
Ave., which is owned by Manuel 
and Priscilla Domisiw. The 
facility’s residents were relocat-
ed in June.

The Northeast Bank of Maine, 
represented by Fort Lauderdale 
attorney Craig Stephen Barnett, 
filed the foreclosure lawsuit in 
December.

The Magnolia property was 
leased under terms from July 
1, 1996, the lawsuit complaint 
noted.

There were a number of 
subsequent transactions since 
that date, including a loan and 
promissory note.

The complaint notes there 
are exhibits related to the “loan 
documents” that include: 
the loan agreement, note, 
mortgage, assignment of rents, 
assignments of loan and liens, 
financing statement and financ-
ing statement amendments.

The borrowers defaulted 
under the terms of the note 
by failing to pay the monthly 
payment of principal and 
interest due on June 5, 2019 
or thereafter, according to the 
complaint.

The complaint states the City 
of Sebring may claim some 
interest in the property by virtue 
of those certain notices of lien 
and order imposing penalties/
lien. The city’s code violation 
lien, however, is subordinate 
and inferior to Northeast Bank’s 
mortgage lien.

The complaint states “defen-
dants John Doe and Jane Doe 
may be occupying and in pos-
session of the property and may 
claim some right, title or interest 
in and to the property by virtue 
of being in possession of the 
property as lessees or tenants 
having an unrecorded rental 
agreement for the property.”

John and Jane Doe’s interests, 
if any, are “subordinate, inferior 
and junior to Northeast Bank’s 
mortgage lien,” according to the 
complaint.

A summons was filed Dec. 27 
to be served to Sebring Mayor 
John Shoop.

City Attorney Bob Swaine said 
Monday that the summons was 
served on the city and he will be 
reviewing it.

Forum 
panel: Gun 
incidents, 

mental 
health 

not often 
related

Blackman: Number 
of risk protection 
orders less than 
10% of mental 

health incidents

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A panel met 
with residents Monday after-
noon to examine issues and 
dispel some myths concerning 
possible connections between 
gun violence and mental 
health.

The discussion revealed 
two myths: That gun violence 
is necessarily tied to mental 
health or that people who have 
mental health issues are gun 
users.

It also revealed that, accord-
ing to people working with 
mental health issues and/or 
law enforcement, the people 
in the best position to monitor 
a person for any tendency 
toward violence are those 
closest to them.

The unfortunate caveat, 
however, is that those closest 
to a person might not realize 
his or her behavior or mental 
state is changing. Since it tends 
to be a gradual process, they 
might miss key indicators that 
someone is needing help.

Monday’s panel consisted 
of, in alphabetical order, Drug 
Free Highlands CEO Aisha 
Alayande, Highlands County 
Sheriff Paul Blackman and Tri-
County Human Services CEO 
Robert Rihn.

Tri-County organization 
deals directly with mental 
health issues, while Drug Free 
Highlands deals indirectly with 
them, especially in cases where 
people “self-medicate.”

The Sheriff’s Office not only 
has to deal with gun violence 
incidents or reports of people 
acting in a dangerous manner, 
the Highlands County Jail, run 
by Blackman and over which 
he was once the captain, often 
ends up housing people who 
have mental health issues 
when they get into trouble with 
others.

The event was organized by 
Indivisible Highlands County 
FL, and housed in the fellow-
ship hall of Emmanuel United 
Church of Christ on Hope 
Street off Hammock Road in 
Sebring.

All three panelists, speaking 
to a question of whether 

The B.E.S.T. education
New curriculum standards go  
back to basics with less testing

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The new proposed state 
curriculum standards calls for less testing and 
replacing state tests with the the SAT or ACT 
tests.

Governor Ron DeSantis and Education 
Commissioner Richard Corcoran recently 
announced that the Florida Department 
of Education has completed the review of 
Florida’s K-12 academic standards for English 
Language Arts and Mathematics and made 
recommendations for revisions.

The proposed standards are called “Florida 
Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking 
(B.E.S.T.).”

A summary of the assessments for the stan-
dards cites five “big wins” for students, parents 
and teachers:

• Reducing the actual time students and 
teachers spend on state tests and getting 
results.

• Reducing unnecessary, duplicative testing.
• Replacing state tests with SAT or ACT — 

tests that are valued by parents and students.
• Better aligning state tests, via SAT or ACT, 

to college readiness.
• Requiring that all high school students 

take the Florida Civics Literacy Test.
Highlands School Board Chair Donna 

Howerton said the amount of testing has been 
a huge concern of parents and teachers so she 
agrees with reducing the testing. She said the 
challenge comes when making sure what is in 
place measures accountability and is not just 
a test.

With the new standards, “I am hoping we 
are getting back to the basics and just letting 
out teachers teach as they know best and have 
a little bit more local control.”

School Board Member Isaac Durrance said 
from what he has read thus far, it sounds like 
the state is working toward a good direction in 
education.

Durrance, who is a former teacher and 
school administrator, added, “At this point I 
haven’t seen it or created any curriculum with 
it, but I feel like we are moving in the right 
direction.”

The new standards tout “a first in the 
nation.” Florida’s B. E.S.T. Standards embed 
civics throughout the kindergarten through 
12th grade English language arts standards, 
with a civic literacy reading list that includes 

foundational American documents.
“No confusing math,” according to a sum-

mary of the standards that brings education 
back to the basics. Students should be reward-
ed, not punished, for using the method they 
understand best.

Students will memorize addition, subtrac-
tion, multiplication and division facts. This 
allows students to quickly recall these facts 
so that they can move on to more advanced 
concepts.

In a press release, DeSantis said,“When I 
took office, I made a pledge to the citizens of 
Florida to overhaul our educational standards 
to remove all vestiges of Common Core and 
return to the basics of reading, writing and 
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The new state curriculum standards reduces the time students and teachers spend on state tests and getting 
results.
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The new state curriculum standards embed civics 
throughout kindergarten through 12th grade in the 
English language arts standards.
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The new Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards, which were 
announced recently by Governor Ron DeSantis, will 
replace the Common Core-based Florida Standards if 
approved by the State Board of Education.

GOP defends Trump as Bolton book adds pressure for witnesses
By ERIC TUCKER, ZEKE MILLER 

and LISA MASCARO 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Pressure increased 
Monday on senators 
to call John Bolton 
to testify at President 
Donald Trump’s im-
peachment trial even as 
defense lawyers brushed 
past extraordinary new 
allegations from Trump’s 
former national security 
adviser and made legal 
and historical arguments 
for acquittal.

The president’s legal 

team resumed its pre-
sentation as Republicans 
grappled with claims in a 
forthcoming book from 
Bolton that undercut a 
key defense argument 
— that Trump never tied 
withholding military aid 
to Ukraine to his demand 
the country help inves-
tigate political rival Joe 
Biden.

The attorneys did not 
make any direct reference 
to revelations about 
Bolton’s book draft as 
they opened arguments, 
though one did appear to 
take an oblique swipe.

“We deal with tran-
script evidence, we deal 
with publicly available 
information,” said 
attorney Jay Sekulow. “We 
do not deal with specula-
tion, allegations that are 
not based on evidentiary 
standards at all.”

Ken Starr, the former 
independent counsel 
whose investigation into 
President Bill Clinton 
resulted in his impeach-
ment, bemoaned what 
he said was an “age of 
impeachment.”

Impeachment, he said, 
requires both an actual 

crime and a “genuine 
national consensus” that 
the president must go. 
Neither exists here, Starr 
said.

Impeachment is “filled 
with acrimony and 
divides the country like 
nothing else,” Starr said, 
adding, “Those of who 
lived through the Clinton 
impeachment understand 
that — and indeed in a 
personal way.”

Even as defense lawyers 
laid out their case, it 
was clear that Bolton’s 
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In this image from video, Ken Starr, an attorney for President 
Donald Trump, speaks during the impeachment trial against 
Trump in the Senate at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Monday, 
Jan. 27, 2020.
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