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Athletes and those participating in extracurric-
ular activities will have to sign COVID-19 waivers 
before engaging in school-sponsored activities.

County attorney given a week’s notice
Commissioners vote out Carmichael, 4-1, citing conflict with Vosburg

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County 
commissioners had prepared Tuesday 
to approve amendments to County 
Attorney Joy Carmichael’s contract. 
Instead, they voted 4-1 to dismiss her 
and have set a hearing for a week from 
now, under her contractual seven-day 
notice.

Commissioner Don Elwell, in 

dissension, said he wanted 
to find a better solution. 
“I’m going to spend the 
next seven days trying to 
get better clarification on 
this,” Elwell said.

After the vote to dismiss, 
commissioners approved 
an ordinance that would 
put Carmichael under 
County Administrator 

Randy Vosburg’s supervision, for any 

future attorneys.
Commissioners cited 

concerns with whether 
or not Carmichael and 
Vosburg can work togeth-
er, given that the amended 
contract would have her 
reporting directly to him 
and not the board. They 
also had concerns with the 
fact that Carmichael had 

hired an attorney to help her negotiate 

the proposed changes to her contract, 
and the fact that they felt compelled 
not to meet with her individually on the 
matter because of it.

In turn, Carmichael said Tuesday she 
hired an attorney when Vosburg told 
her he had hired an attorney.

She said the two attorneys agreed that 
the proposed reporting structure could 
create a conflict of interest whereas 

Athletes to sign waivers to play sports
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – Student ath-
letes and their parents will 
have to sign a COVID-19 
waiver in order to play 
sports this summer and 
during the 2020-2021 school 
year. The waiver is not just 
for athletes, it is also for all 
extracurricular activities for 
grades 6-12. The waiver is 
similar to others from The 
School Board of Highlands 
County for field trips and 
sports, but this waiver is 
specific to coronavirus.

“One of the primary rea-
sons to require any waiver 
is for parents/guardians to 

acknowledge that there is a 
risk in participation,” said 
Deputy Superintendent 
Andrew Lethbridge. “In this 
specific waiver we were 
asking for specific actions 
by the parent as well, 
including monitoring their 
own child’s health, keeping 
them home if they were not 
feeling well or if they had 
been exposed to someone 
with COVID-19.”

The measures that par-
ents are agreeing to when 
they sign the waiver are:

• Perform daily tem-
perature checks on my 
child(ren) to screen for 
fever before arrival for the 
activity.

• Make a visual inspection 
of my child(ren) for signs of 
illness.

• Confirm that my 
child(ren) has not been in 
contact with someone or 
has either tested positive 
for COVID-19 in the past 14 
days or is waiting for test 
results.

• I agree to promptly 
pick up my child(ren) or 
arrange for pickup if signs 
or symptoms of illness are 
present.

• I understand that chil-
dren are to remain home 
until illness-free for at least 
72 hours without the use of 
medicine.

• I also voluntarily assume 

all risks that I and/or my 
child(ren) may be exposed 
to or infected by COVID-19 
as a result of participation 
in the activity, and that such 
exposure or infection may 
result in personal injury, 
illness, sickness, and/or 
death,” the waiver states. 
Parents acknowledge the 
risk of infection to students, 
staff, volunteers and others 
if they do not adhere to the 
safety guidelines above

The neighboring coun-
ties of DeSoto, Hardee 
and Pasco are also asking 
parents and students to 
sign waivers to participate 
in sports or extracurricular 
activities.

Highlands 
County reaches 

800 mark 
By RUTH ANNE LAWSON

STAFF WRITER

The number of positive COVID-19 
cases in Highlands County has reached 
809 confirmed 
as of Tuesday’s 
update. There is 
one additional 
death being 
reported bringing 
the total to 16. 
The number of current hospitalizations is 
54. There have been a total of 118 hospi-
talizations in Highlands County with 117 
of those residents and one nonresident. 
Currently, there are 54 hospitalizations.

At the Avon Park Correctional Institute 
there are a total of 164 COVID-19 cases 
with 25 staff members also testing 
positive. The facility has 903 in medical 
quarantine and has administered 1,597 
tests with 1,227 negative, 164 positive and 
206 awaiting results. These cases are not 
included in the county total.

The first positive case reported in 
Highlands County was on March 21.

The total number of tests administered 
in Highlands County is 12,626 with 
11,804 negative tests results of which 66 
are non-Florida residents. and 13 results 
areinconclusive. The percent of positive 
cases is 6.4%.

Of the 809 positive cases in Highlands 
County, 806 are residents and three are 
non-residents. The cases include 331 
male and 352 females, ranging from ages 
0 to 95, with a median age of 48. Of the 
positive cases, 46 are under the age of 18.

FDOH is releasing details of ethnicity 
and race regarding the positive cases in 
each of the state’s 67 counties.

Highlands County’s cases by ethnicity 
are 241 Hispanic, 425 non-Hispanic and 
140 unknown/no data. The cases by race 
are 438 white, 146 Black, 125 other and 97 
unknown/no data.

The total number of positive cases 
continues to climb in Florida with 9,440 
new cases. The state total is now 369,834; 
4,590 of those are non-Florida residents. 
The total number of deaths increased by 
134, bringing the total to 5,319 of which 
113 are non-Florida residents.

Highlands County has surpassed 
Okeechobee, Hardee and Glades in 

County says ‘no’  
to mask mandate

Recommends businesses make own decisions
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — People wearing face 
masks may feel free to continue, and 
those who don’t can also do that.

Owners and managers of local 
businesses may also require masks in 
their establishments, if they wish, but 
commissioners stepped away Tuesday 
morning from making face masks 
mandatory in Highlands County.

They made a unanimous vote to 
approve a motion from Commissioner 
Arlene Tuck to have the county 
continue to follow the state lead on the 
matter, which is to recommend people 
wear masks, wash their hands as much 
as possible, practice social distancing 
and leave it up to local businesses as 
to whether or not they want to require 
masks.

Immediately after she made her 
motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Don Elwell, other commissioners 
voiced support for it.

Commissioner Jim Brooks said he 
flew to North Carolina and had a con-
nection at Hartsfield-Jackson Airport 
in Atlanta.

”If you fly, you’re in the Atlanta 
airport or in Nashville airport, or 
wherever, you’re going to wear a 
mask,” Brooks said, adding that North 
Carolina has a mandate, “so I didn’t 
have any choice.”

He saw it as a personal decision, 
especially for those with underlying 
health decisions or businesses that 
want to require them, but didn’t want 
to make it mandatory.

Commissioner Greg Harris said he 
saw it as a personal choice — he wears 
one — and was OK with businesses 
requiring it, but not with a public 
mandate: “We can’t enforce it.”

COURTESY PHOTO/BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSION

Penny Pringle, assistant director for the 
Florida Department of Health for Highlands 
and DeSoto counties, explains that while her 
job doesn’t require masks outside of patient 
contacts, it’s a good idea to wear one. Water 
droplets carrying a virus travel through the 
air the same way soap bubbles float on a 
breeze, she said.
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Michelle Gresham gestures to the audience at Tuesday’s Board of County Commission meeting, arguing that people aren’t social distancing 
as well as not wearing masks to help prevent spread of COVID-19. Commissioners voted to recommend people wear masks and that business 
owners require them if they wish, but not to mandate masks.
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