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By ROBERT MILLER
NEWS CLERK

Several more cases of 
COVID-19 were reported in 
Highlands County with the 
release of Sunday’s numbers 
by the Florida Department of 
Health. The number of cases in 
the county has risen to 150, with 
148 of those Highlands County 
residents. There have been 40 
hospitalizations and nine deaths 
from the virus.

Highlands County has seen 
11 cases involving long-term 
care facilities and one case 
that is related to a correctional 
institution.

DeSoto County added 19 
more cases. Eleven of the 
cases are in correctional facilities 
and 16 from long-term care 
establishments.

Glades County didn’t see any 
new cases again for the day, 

holding at 85 cases, with 43 of 
those involving correctional 
facilities.

Hardee County added three 
new cases and now stands at 148 
cases.

Okeechobee County contin-
ued to hold at 138 cases, with 30 
of those involving correctional 
facilities.

It was another day with nearly 
1,000 new cases in the state, with 
an increase of 1,100 and 12 more 
deaths. The total is now 64,904, 
which is the ninth most of any 
state, but Florida is No. 4 in the 
number of tests given and No. 36 
in cases per million population.

The United States is nearing 
2 million cases and has seen 
116,929 deaths due to the virus. 
The U.S. ranks No. 8 in deaths 
per million population and is No. 
7 in cases per million population 
among countries which have 
seen at least 10,000 COVID-19 

cases.

Globally, the world eclipsed 

the 400,000 death mark and 

there have been more than 

7 million cases of the virus. Brazil 

is No. 2 in total cases behind 

the United States, but have 

been one of the lowest-tested 

countries, giving 4,706 tests 

per million people. The U.S. has 

tested 63,954 people per million 

population for comparison.

Highlands adds 2 new virus cases

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

A breakdown of the number of positive coronavirus cases in Highlands County as of Monday’s report, according to the 
Florida Department of Health.

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – Ag-Venture 
has been a 20-year tradi-
tion in Highlands County 
and is the most recent 
annual event that has had 
to be canceled because 
of COVID-19. Ag-Venture, 
Inc.’s Board of Directors 
have determined the 
health of the volunteers, 

students and teachers has 
to come fi rst.

However, the board has 
not thrown in the towel; 
they have an alternate 
plan, “Ag-Venture on 
Wheels.”

“Ag-Venture will look 
very different this year,” 
Co-Chairman Darlene 
Phypers said.

For years, the hands-
on exhibits educate 

third grade students 
on different aspects 
of agriculture and the 
impact of the industry 
in Highlands County. 
Children get bags, shirts 
and a cowboy/girl hat 
as mementos. The event 
has always been held at 
Firemen’s Field.

The uncertainty of 
when it would be safe 
to hold Ag-Venture was 

a factor in canceling the 
event. Another factor was 
fi nancial. Phypers said 
this is when letters would 
be going out to business-
es asking for donations.

“We can’t ask people 
who were closed for 
three months for do-
nations,” Phypers said. 
“We are not comfortable 

Organizers: Ag-Venture will 
look ‘very different this year’
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Students squeeze their own orange juice at last year’s Ag-Ven-
ture.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Going into 
this budget year, county 
offi cials will face a 12.5% 
drop in revenue just from 
sales taxes alone.

“That’s a signifi cant 
amount for us,” said 
County Administrator 
Randy Vosburg this past 
week while preparing 
to meet with depart-
ment heads and the Board of County 
Commission on how to handle shortfalls 
from the COVID-19 pandemic and 
related shutdowns.

Vosburg said the county has hired a 
consultant, in the $5,000-or-less range, 
to help project revenue funding in time 
for the start of budget talks this month 
and next month.

“We don’t have all the factors,” Vosburg 
said, and until then, none of the num-
bers he has are complete.

However, some preliminary numbers 
provided by his offi ce and the county’s 
Offi ce of Management and Budget 
suggest the 2020-21 fi scal year will start 
out as a lean one for Highlands County.

The Florida Department of Revenue 
has already told county offi cials that 
revenue sharing will be cut in half for 
April, May, and likely, June.

That single-quarter drop amounts to a 
12.5% loss for the year, Vosburg said.

From losses in the 1-cent infrastruc-
ture surtax, for example, Vosburg expects 
to see an approximate $1 million loss 
revenue for the county.

Other taxes will take a hit, as well, such 
as fuel taxes and the tourist tax, both of 
which are expected to see losses thanks 
to pandemic shutting down and cancel-
ling both daytime and weekend events 
statewide.

“March will be bad, because we lost 
the race,” Vosburg said, referring to the 

Pandemic slashed 
county revenue

Second quarter 
losses heavy from 

COVID-19
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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — As of 
Monday, Highlands Lakes 
Station 1 — which had 
full-time paid fi refi ghters — 
reverted to having volunteer 
crews.

Highlands 
County Fire 
Rescue Chief 
Marc Bashoor 
said Monday 
this is tempo-
rary, for budget 
reasons, 
thanks to the 
COVID-19 
pandemic

“The fi re assessment 
pays for the fi re side of 
the house,” Bashoor said 
Monday, adding that the 

collections there are on 
track and on budget. “The 
fi re assessment is fi ne. It’s 

the general fund that will be 
affected.”

However, Emergency 

Medical Services are still 
funded by the county’s 
general fund, and with 
revenues expected to drop 
signifi cantly for the county 
thanks to the novel coro-
navirus shutdown, funding 
will come up short there.

Each fi refi ghter is certi-
fi ed as either an emergency 
medical technician or a 
paramedic, Bashoor said.

That means any of them 
can run medical calls in a 
fi re engine or ambulance.

Each paid fi refi ghter has 
part of their salary paid by 
the fi re assessment and part 
of it paid by the tax-funded 
general fund.

For now, no one is getting 
laid off, but they are being 

Highlands Lakes Fire returning to volunteer staff
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Highlands County Fire Rescue Chief Marc Bashoor gestures towards one of the two bays of Highlands Lakes Fire Department, Station 1. Full-
time paid fi refi ghters there will be reassigned, temporarily, to help adjust for shortages he expects to have in Emergency Medical Services, 
which unlike Fire Services, is not covered by an assessment, but by taxes, which have dropped thanks to COVID-19.
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Firefi ghter Lazaro Gonzalez backs Tanker 1-1 back into Highlands 
Lakes Fire Station 1 after he and fellow fi refi ghter Nick White have 
fi nished the morning cleaning of the tanker and Engine 1-1.  
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