
Strolling through memories to 
celebrate 50 years

By CINDY MARSHALL
HIGHLANDS SUN EDITOR

SEBRING – A stroll around 
the lake in Maranatha Village 
brought back several memories 
for many of the residents partic-
ipating Tuesday, March 7, in the 
kick-off celebration for the 50th 
anniversary of their community.

Residents of Maranatha Village 
lit up the pathway in their park 
around the lake with luminary 
bags as part of the Legacy 
Stroll. Each bag was decorated 
then placed along the walkway 
with a canned food item and a 
battery-operated candle inside. 
Although many residents waited 
until dark to stroll around the 
lake to see the bags lit up, some 
took advantage of the daylight 
to read each of the bags bearing 
messages

“We had four categories 
that they could participate 
in — Praying For, In Honor Of, 
In Tribute To, In Memory Of,” 
said Linda Pyche, who co-or-
ganized the Legacy Stroll with 
her husband John. “We sold 144 
luminary bags and another 10 at 
the day of the event.”

Proceeds from the lumi-
nary bag sales will go toward 
purchasing fl ags from the fi ve 
branches of the military plus 
the Christian fl ag and the poles 
to be displayed in the Veteran’s 
Memorial in the village. 
Administrator Brian Halstead 
said they wanted to honor the 
veterans with this project.

“We honored 57 veterans in 
our village during a celebration 
this past President’s Day,” 
Halstead said. “We celebrated 
our veterans because they are so 
precious to us.”

In addition to raising money 
for the Veteran’s Memorial, the 
Legacy Stroll also collected 
canned goods to be donated 
to three local charities serving 
veterans. Halstead said they will 
go to the Vietnam Veterans of 
America in Sebring, Highlands 
County Veteran Services Offi ce 
in Sebring and Bethany Baptist 
Church in Avon Park.

“I brought garbanzo beans,” 
Colene Price said as she raised 
the can out of her bag. She 
decorated her luminary bag in 
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Wendy Schittone stops to push the button on the minia-
ture American fl ag to hear the patriotic music next to the 
two luminaries built by Lucy Chapman in memory of her 
husband Joseph.
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Linda Pyche, the co-coordinator of the Legacy Stroll at Maranatha Village in Sebring, left, sets the battery-operated candle in the luminary 
bag built by Colene Price. Price designed a bag in memory of her husband Terry.

Judges amazed with talent at HAL Annual Members Show
By SHARON WEATHERHEAD

CORRESPONDENT

SEBRING – The judges were 
blown away with the talent at the 
Highlands Art League’s Annual 
Members Show on Sunday, March 
12, at the Museum of the Arts in 
downtown Sebring.

The high quality of work in the 
member’s gallery made it very hard 
to decide on which ones were the 
best. Winners received a combina-
tion of cash and gift certifi cates.

“The judges were very surprised 
at the quality here,” Highlands 
Art League (HAL) President Larry 
Felder said. “They never know 
what to expect in a small town 

show. We were only going to award 
three places, but with the great art 
submitted and the great turnout, 
we added three honorable mention 
awards.”

“This is such a great turnout!” 
said Deb Klipper, HAL artist. “We 
have 21 artists represented and 55 
works of art in the show.”

Beautiful examples of local art 
graced the walls of two gallery 
rooms. Oils, acrylic, graphite pencil, 
collages, rock painting and more 
were on display. About 100 people 
browsed the exhibit and visited 
with the artists that were present.

“We’re happy to be back,” Felder 
said. “We had to hold off for a few 
years due to COVID. We’re very 

fortunate to have our members 
still with us as well as getting some 
new ones. We’re bringing the art 
league back to life after the years of 
COVID. A lot of people are wanting 
to join us. They want to get their 
work professionally judged. This is 
a great turnout and is very excit-
ing,” he said.

Bill and Sharon Nuttall were 
looking at “Wine Country” by Cindy 
Haase.

“We really like the soft muted 
color combinations. It’s so Florida-
like,” Sharon Nuttall said.

Friends Joy Sutherland, Teresa 
Moore and Jeri Slaybaugh were 
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Elaine Levey, of Avon Park, admires the ‘Baba Black Sheep’ art 
during the Highlands Art League’s Annual Members Show on 
Sunday, March 12, at the Museum of the Arts in downtown Sebring.
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Ag tourists 
see what’s 

sprouting up 
in horticulture

By CINDY MARSHALL
HIGHLANDS SUN EDITOR

The Highlands County Ag Tour on 
Thursday, March 9, focused on horticulture 
throughout the southern portion of the 
county.

The bus toured horticulture facilities 
such as Costa Delray Farms in Venus, Miller 
Farms in Lake Placid, Windy Point in Lake 
Placid, Happiness Farms in Lake Placid and 
Secret Garden Winery in south Sebring. The 
tour is sponsored by the UF/IFAS Highlands 
County Extension Offi ce in Sebring. Guests 
boarded the bus at the Highlands County 
Extension Offi ce in Sebring and departed 
early in the morning to make it to the fi rst 
stop at Costa Delray.

Carlos Deshon, of Costa Delray, wel-
comed guests to the farm located in Venus 
and served as the tour guide. He informed 
the group that Costa Delray is a farm 
where they grow houseplants and garden 
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Carlos Deshon from Costa Delray Farms in Venus 
talks Thursday, March 9, about some of the house-
plants that they produce. He spoke to a local group 
enjoying an Ag Tour of Highlands County.
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