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Infant safe after standoff
Child found pinned between mattress and springs

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A 6-month-old 
infant is safe after having been 
pinned between a mattress and 
box spring, which were wedged 
against a wall.

Highlands County sheriff’s 
deputies arrested 23-year-old 
Christopher Doyle Caauwe on 
multiple charges Tuesday after an 
hour-long standoff, during which 
he reportedly threatened to kill the 

child.
When deputies 

found the baby, it 
had several lumps 
and bruises and a 
small cut. It was also 
apparent that the 
child was having diffi-
culty breathing and 
had increased body 
temperature.

In addition to false imprison-
ment on a child under age 13 and 
cruelty towards a child, Caauwe 

also faces two charges each of false 
imprisonment on an adult and 
aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon when he allegedly prevent-
ed the child’s mother and another 
woman from leaving the apart-
ment on Kent Drive in Sebring, and 
allegedly held a handgun to their 
heads, threatening their lives if 
they told anyone or called police.

At one point, according to arrest 
reports, he smashed one of their 
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Deputy Justin Norris brings a blanket to Lt. Curtis Ludden, who 
is holding an infant found wedged between a mattress and box 
springs inside the apartment. Deputies arrested Christopher 
Doyle Caauwe, 23, on multiple charges including cruelty to a 
child, aggravated assault and false imprisonment.

Court eyes hepatitis treatment for inmates
By DARA KAM

NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — With a potential 
$28 million price tag looming, a federal 
appeals court on Wednesday heard 
arguments in a long-running dispute 
about whether Florida is providing 
proper treatment to prisoners with 
hepatitis C.

The class-action lawsuit centers on 
the use of an expensive type of medica-
tion known as “direct acting anti-virals” 
to treat hepatitis C, a contagious liver 
disease that can be fatal.

U.S. District Judge Mark Walker last 
year ordered the Florida Department 
of Corrections to provide the treatment 
to all inmates with the disease, but the 
agency appealed to the 11th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals.

The state does not dispute that direct 
acting anti-virals should be given to 

inmates with later stages of hepatitis C. 
But the corrections department con-
tends that it would not violate prison-
ers’ constitutional rights if they did not 
receive the high-cost medication in the 
early stages.

In a budget passed in March, state 
lawmakers set aside $28 million in 
reserves to pay for the treatment if 
needed.

The state asked the Atlanta-based 
appeals court to fast-track a decision in 
the case to make sure the money would 
be available in time for an April 2021 
deadline to carry out Walker’s order.

During a hearing Wednesday of a 
three-judge panel, Judge Beverly Martin 
repeatedly pressed Florida Deputy 
Solicitor General James Percival to 
explain why the state is limiting treat-
ment to inmates with more advanced 
stages of the liver disease. People with 
early stages are classified as “F0” or “F1” 

patients.
“What is a reason other than cost for 

not treating an F0 or F1?” Martin asked.
“Our judgment about medical 

necessity,” Percival, who represents 
the corrections department, said. “Our 
position is that you can basically do a 
cost-benefit analysis, just like a person 
would do if they were paying for their 
own treatment outside of prison.”

Walker last year ordered a two-year 
process to provide direct acting an-
ti-virals to inmates with early stages 
of the disease. In the April 2019 ruling, 
the federal judge wrote that even 
inmates with no or mild liver scarring 
“have serious medical needs, FDC (the 
Department of Corrections) is aware 
of those needs, and FDC’s decision not 
to treat those inmates — without any 
medical reason for that decision — 
constitutes deliberate indifference.”

Dante Trevisani, who represents the 

plaintiffs, asked the panel Wednesday to 
uphold Walker’s ruling, saying inmates 
who don’t get the treatment in the early 
stages “face a substantial risk of serious 
harm.”

But Judge Kevin C. Newsom pointed 
out that previous court decisions have 
held states aren’t required to provide 
“medical care that is great or even very 
good” to prisoners.

“Certainly, in the private world, there 
are lots and lots of people who can’t 
get the medical treatment that they 
need solely because it’s too expensive,” 
Newsom said. “You are saying that no 
matter how expensive the treatment, 
a prisoner is entitled to better medical 
treatment than they are on the outside.”

The judge asked Trevisani if non-pris-
on patients in the early stages of hepa-
titis C “have to wrangle” with insurance 

Virus deaths 
surpass 2,800 

in Florida
8th consecutive day of 

1,000 or more cases

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Florida had 1,371 new 
virus cases Wednesday with a statewide 
death toll of 2,801, according to the 
Florida Department of Health. It was 
the eighth consecutive day to see 1,000 
or more new virus cases recorded in the 
COVID-19 Dashboard.

Statewide, there have been 
67,371 COVID-19 cases with 11,345 
hospitalizations.

Highlands County had four new 
cases Wednesday for a total of 153 
with 42 having been hospitalized over 
the course of the pandemic with nine 
deaths.

The Highlands resident cases include 
75 men and 76 women age 0-91 with a 
median age of 54.

Both Hardee and Okeechobee coun-
ties added six more cases with Hardee’s 
total at 160 and Okeechobee’s total at 
149. Glades County had two more cases 
for a total of 104.

Statewide, there have been 1,280,003 
tested for the virus with 5.3% positive.

In Highlands, 5,296 have been tested 
with 2.9% positive.

In the May 16 update from the Health 
Department, the statewide positive rate 
was 7.1% while the Highlands positive 
rate was 4.6%.

Samaritan’s Touch Care Center in 
conjunction with LAB24 will offer free 
COVID-19 testing from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, June 20, at 3015 Herring Ave. 
in Sebring. Anyone interested in this 
drive-up testing is asked to call 863-
471-1870 in advance and give their 
name for the event.

Glades County has the highest posi-
tive rate in the state with 25.4% of the 
410 who were tested being positive.

Only Lafayette County in north 

Growers deal with loss of 

Caladium Festival

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID – The 30th annual 
Caladium Festival that was to take 
place July 23-25 was canceled at the 
end of May. There is probably no 
safe way to social distance the 20,000 
people that pour into Stuart Park and 
immediate surrounding areas that 
weekend.

There were vendors that had to be 
canceled and entertainers to be in-
formed. Perhaps the group that will be 
most impacted by the festival are the 
caladium growers themselves. Each 
year, growers bring massive quantities 
of bulbs and plants in a wide variety 
of colors and leaf shapes to the park 
where residents and tourists alike pick 
the perfect foliage.

One grower, Darlene Phypers of 
Happiness Farms, is going back to her 
roots, literally and figuratively.

“Our customers have been buying 
their bulbs from us for for more than 
20 years,” Phypers said. “Some of them 
already had reservations to come.”

That’s why on July 23-25, Phypers 
will have displays out in the parking 
lot of Happiness Farms at 704 County 
Road 621 East in Lake Placid, where it 

all started. She will also encourage res-
idents and tourists to visit her nearby 
home to get ideas on how to landscape 
with caladiums. That’s where the 
Caladium Festival started with Carolyn 
Phypers and Dot Bates of Bates Sons 
& Daughters Caladiums. The festival 
has grown considerably since those 
early days. The Greater Lake Placid 

Chamber of Commerce took over the 
Caladium Festival in 2007.

Terri Bates of Bates Sons & 
Daughteres Caladiums said, “We will 
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This caladium leaf is as odd as it is beautiful 
at Florida Boys Caladiums.
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Some of the pretty sights one can see at Classic Caladiums.
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Miss Muffet is always at hit at Bates Sons & 
Daughters Caladiums.
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