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Hope Haven gets zoning to start on tiny homes
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — On Tuesday, 
Hope Haven got closer to 
building a mini-home village 
to transition homeless 
people to homeowners.

Highlands County commis-
sioners approved a zoning 
and land use change during 
a public hearing for the 1.31 
acres on the north side of 
E.O. Douglas Boulevard, the 
proposed site for the village.

Commissioners changed 

the zoning from that of 
multiple-family dwelling to 
multiple-family dwelling 
flexible unit development.

Hope Haven Executive 
Director Leslie Behm first 
proposed building tiny 
homes at a homelessness 
roundtable discussion in late 
February 2019.

The County Commission 
donated two parcels of 
land — 1234 E.O. Douglas 
Ave. and 1308 E.O. Douglas 
Ave. — which had previously 
had a five-unit apartment 

complex that was demol-
ished in or around 2011. The 
land sits on opposite sides of 
Valencia Street.

In October, commissioners 
waived rezoning fees for 
Behm. She also had hoped 
to have the city of Sebring 
waive water meter hookup 
fees, but told commissioners 
last fall she wasn’t able to get 
city help on that. She did, 
however, get donated funds 
to help with that cost.

She’s working with local 
developer Ken LeBlanc to 

build the homes.
On Tuesday, she told 

commissioners they plan for 
336-square-foot homes with 
living rooms, fully-functional 
kitchens, bedrooms and 
bathrooms.

Tiny homes usually accom-
plish this by having those 
rooms overlap on each other, 
but such homes are too small 
for county code and needed 
a special exception.

Behm also needed a 
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Leslie Behm, executive director of Hope 
Haven, talks about the homeless to renter 
transition program’s 95% success rate 
last March during a homeless round table 
discussion. 

Sebring 
looking into 

costs for Curry 
Street house 

occupancy
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The City of Sebring will 
be looking into many issues related to a 
homeowner who can’t get a certificate of 
occupancy for her house.

Around 2007 there were five houses 
built off Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, 
but with the 2008 real estate bust the 
Curry Street development ended with no 
paved road and no utility service, leaving 
the houses uninhabitable and vacant.

At a December City Council meeting, 
Adriana Fernandez said she was trying 
to find a solution to the problem she has 
with Curry Street. She wants to live in the 
house she purchased recently.

The Curry Street houses and lots are lo-
cated one block south of the intersection 
of MLK Boulevard and Cemetery Road.

The council’s discussion centered on 
splitting the estimated $100,000 cost of 
paving the road among 20 lots with each 
property owner paying $5,000, but there 
are only five houses on the property. The 
other 15 lots are assessed at only $700, 
making it cost prohibitive for the proper-
ty owners trying to sell the lots, according 
to Council.

At Tuesday’s City Council meeting 
Fernandez asked if the City Council 
would allow a certificate of occupancy to 
be issued with the road remaining a dirt 
road.

Assistant City Administrator Bob 
Hoffman said Friday that council wants 
city staff to look at different things, 
such as what it would mean for the Fire 
Department, how their vehicles would get 
in and out and turnaround or would they 
have to back out onto MLK Boulevard.

The Utility Department will have to 
determine the cost of the water lines that 
were put in, but never connected, he said. 
It would require a jack and bore under 
MLK Boulevard to connect it.
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The City of Sebring is looking into the costs asso-
ciated with issuing a certificate of occupancy for 
a house on the unpaved Curry Street.

One year since SunTrust

What law 

enforcement 

learned

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — 2019 has been a tough 
one, said Sebring Police Chief Karl 
Hoglund.

“Like any other year, there have 
been very high highs, and unfortu-
nately this year, there have been very 
low lows,” Hoglund said. “Some very 
dark hours.”

In the months after the SunTrust 
shooting, Sebring as a community 
rallied and showed the camaraderie it 
has shown after hurricanes and other 
disasters.

From beyond Highlands County and 
Sebring, Hoglund said, communities 
and agencies sent support. Individuals 
sent cards and school classes sent 
posters. Social media has helped 
Sebring receive those well wishes and 
pass them along.

The first best advice he got came 
from communities that had suffered 
similar tragedies, or any tragedy: Don’t 
try to do it alone. Reach out within the 
community and to other communi-
ties, and pull together to get through 
it.

And Sebring has done that.
“Unfortunately, I have re-lived Jan 

23 a hundred times over the past 
year,” Hoglund said.

He’s assessed what they did and 
how they could do better. Hoglund 
doesn’t know if he would have done 
anything differently with the response. 
The shooter didn’t go beyond the 
building, and police had control over 
the aspects of the situation they could 
control. No one outside the scene got 
hurt, and all responders went home 
safely.

Some things he would change, how-
ever: How they handle information in 
a crisis, rerouting traffic and crowds 
away from the danger zone, notifying 
employees to get all hands on deck, 
and most of all, handling all other 
routine calls without fail.

Fortunately, all other calls did get 
covered well, but it was harrowing, he 
said.

Communication

Hoglund said his assistant chief, 
Police Cmdr. Curtis Hart, serves as his 
public information officer, but he also 
was engaged in the operation at the 
time.

As luck would have it, the Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office responded with 
additional people and equipment, but 
their public information officer, Scott 
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The Aeromed helicopter crew stands by On Jan. 23, 2019, at Golfview Road on northbound 
U.S. 27. The crew had just shut down the engine, having received word from emergency 
responders that the SunTrust bank shooting had no survivors. The helicopter had landed just 
outside Inn on the Lakes where victims’ families were gathered. Sebringh Police Chief Karl 
Hoglund said helicopters will be set away from view in the future, saving families the paid of 
learning details prematurely.
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Sebring Police Chief Karl Hoglund and one of his officers tie a ‘#SebringStrong’ banner to the 
fence Wednesday at the police station on Ridgewood Drive. In the past year since the SunTrust 
shooting, he and others who responded that day have had time to think about what they 
would have done differently and what they would do differently from here on out.
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Avon Park

800 West Main St.

863.453.6000

Lake Placid

600 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.699.1300

Sebring

320 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1300

Sun ‘n Lake

5033 U.S. Hwy 27 N.

863.386.1322

Locally Owned, Community Minded

www.heartlandnb.com  
Member FDIC

Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 

refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 
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