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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — One of the 
hurdles to getting CARES 
Act funding requests 
through the process got 
removed last week.

Jerome Kaszubowski, 
senior director of 
Business Services for 
the Clerk of Courts 
Office, told the 
Highlands News-Sun 
that after former county 

commissioner and local 
accountant Jeff Carlson 
requested a meeting 
with him and the clerk’s 
staff, they determined 
last Tuesday that they 
did not need to request 
tax documents from 
applicants to process 
requests.

That had been the 
process until the middle 
of September, during 
which time county com-
missioners had asked 

Kaszubowski; his direc-
tor of Compliance and 
Internal Audit, Heather 
Woods, and Legislative 
Affairs/Grants 
Coordinator Sydney 
Armstrong to explain 
why some of the checks 
seemed to be taking a 
while to disburse.

Kaszubowski told the 
Highlands News-Sun 
on Thursday that the 
Clerk’s Office would now 
just use applicants’ W-9 

forms.
“That should speed 

up the process,” 
Kaszubowski said.

It will not make checks 
materialize immediately, 
he said. They would still 
need to pass the audit.

This is the first phase 
of CARES Act funding.

The county received 
$4.6 million to disburse 
in the first round of 
CARES Act funding and 
has tried to spend as 

much as possible before 
the end of September.

The original reporting 
deadline to state officials 
was Wednesday, Sept. 30. 
It got moved up to this 
past Friday.

Armstrong and 
Business and Economic 
Development Executive 
Manager Meghan 
DiGiacomo presented a 
plan in July to disburse 
the funds as follows:

- For-profit businesses 

— $1,750,000, or 37.8%.
- Non-profit business-

es — $250,000, or 5.4%.
- Individuals — 

$1,250,000, or 27%.
- Community propos-

als — $250,000, or 5.4%.
- Personal protection 

equipment (PPE) — 
$120,000, or 2.6%.

- Testing — $500,000, 
or 10.8%.

- Administrative/

Clerk modifies process to speed up CARES payments

STAFF REPORT

Florida’s new cases of COVID-19 were 
down on Sunday, but that wasn’t enough 
to keep the state from eclipsing the 
700,000 mark. Sunday’s release of num-
bers by the Florida Department of Health 
showed just 1,882 new cases — the lowest 
number in six days — but that pushed 
the total count to 700,564, which includes 
8,330 non-residents.

The state death toll increased just seven 
and now stands at 14,202, which includes 
170 non-Florida residents.

Miami-Dade led the state with 280 
new cases, while Broward County saw an 
increase of 168. Orange County had an 
increase of 103 and Hillsborough County 
saw 100 new cases.

Closer to home, Highlands County had 
an increase of eight new cases out of 302 
tests processed. With a positivity rate for 
new cases of 2.58%, Highlands County 
has now been under 4% in nine of the last 
14 days.

The death toll in the county remained 
at 86, but there were three new hospital-
izations, bringing the overall total to 229, 
with 22 currently hospitalized.

The median age for the new cases was 
71, the highest median age seen in the 
last two weeks.

Glades County and DeSoto County 
each saw two additional cases. The two 
counties have seen a high number of 
cases related to correctional facilities, as 
16% of DeSoto’s 1,563 cases have been 
correctional facility related, while 52% of 
Glades County’s 540 cases have been tied 
to a correctional facility.

Hardee County added four new 
cases and now stands at 1,358, while 
Okeechobee County saw 17 new cases 
and is at 1,554.

On the national front, New York re-
turned to seeing more than 1,000 cases, 
when it announced on Saturday an 
increase of 1,005 cases. It is the first time 
since June 5 New York saw such a large 
increase.

The United States has seen 7.09 million 
cases according to the Johns Hopkins 
University Center for Systems Science 
and Engineering, which has resulted in 
204,607 deaths.

On the global scene, the world is 
quickly approaching the 1 million death 
marker, as Johns Hopkins had a tally of 
995,450 as of 3:30 p.m. Sunday. There 
have been 33 million cases worldwide.

India is still one of the world’s hotspots 

State hits 700,000 

COVID cases

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBIRNG — It was three 
who were sworn in at a 
recent School Board of 
Highlands County meeting 
for a second, third and 
seventh term.

Brenda Longshore 
was sworn in four her 
second four-year term as 
Superintendent of Schools.

Jan Shoop was sworn 
in for her third four-year 
term on the School Board.

Donna Howerton was 
sworn in for a remarkable 
seventh term on the board, 
which means she has 
already served 24 years on 
the board and she is on her 
way to 28 years of service.

Howerton’s first term 

started in 1996 succeeding 
School Board Member 
Margaret Turnbull, who 
had served 20 years on the 
board.

When she filed for 

reelection in August 2019, 
Howerton noted that 
Robert Fitzgerald had 
served six terms (1978-
2002) and she was not sure 
if there were any others 

who had such a lengthy 
tenure on the board.

Howerton said when 
she started on the School 
Board in 1996 her son 
was graduating from high 
school and now she had 
her grandchildren with 
her at the swearing in 
ceremony.

A lot has transpired 
during her tenure on 
the board and she now 
has grandchildren in the 
school system, Howerton 
noted.

“This last year and this 
year has definitely been 
totally different from what 
I have seen over the years, 
but I just commend all 
of our staff and all of us 

Howerton sworn into 7th term on School Board

Superintendent Brenda Longshore and School Board 
Member Jan Shoop sworn into new terms
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From left; School Board Attorney John McClure swears in School Board Member Jan Shoop into her third term with her husband, John, holding 
the Bible.
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From left: School Board Attorney John McClure swears in Superinten-
dent Brenda Longshore into her second term as her daughter, Erin 
Goudge, holds the Bible.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A couple not 
wearing seat belts survived a 
rollover wreck Saturday morn-
ing on Sebring Parkway.

Sebring police have cited the 
driver, however, with careless 
driving, based on witness 
reports from other drivers.

Police reported that Brandon 
Smith, 28, and Emily Marberry, 
32, both of Sebring, were 
driving a maroon Chrysler 
Town & Country minivan 
Saturday morning, southbound 
on Sebring Parkway.

At 8:18 a.m., Smith lost 
control between Home and 

Shontee Avenues, police said.
The van went over the 

median into the northbound 
lanes, up an embankment on 
the opposite shoulder, hitting 
a metal fence, a wooden fence 
and then a tree.

The van landed about 10 feet 
from the tree, police said.

Sebring Fire Department’s 
Engine 14-1 and Brush 14-1 
responded to the wreck, as did 
Highlands County Emergency 
Medical Services Medic Units 
17-1 and 17-2 from downtown 
Sebring.

Smith had injuries to his el-
bow, cuts to his face and other 
non-life threatening injuries, 
police said.

He was taken to 
AdventHealth Sebring, as was 
Marberry, who had no obvious 
injuries but was transported by 
Emergency Medical Services as 
a precaution.

Neither one was wearing a 
seat belt, said police.

Police estimate damage to 
the vehicle at $10,000, to the 
wood fence at $1,500 and to the 
steel fence — which is public 
property — at $1,000.

Smith was charged with 
careless driving, based on 
statements from motorists 
behind him that the van was 
driving at a high rate of speed.

Van rolls over on Parkway
Couple has minor injuries; driver cited for careless driving
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Sebring police and other emergency personnel respond to a rollover wreck 
Saturday morning between Home and Shontee Avenues on Sebring Parkway. 
The driver and passenger of the southbound van survived crossing the median 
and rolling into the opposite shoulder with non-life threatening injuries.
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