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Girl Scouts of Gulf Coast Olivia Trader will be on the box of 
Tagalongs. Trader won her spot on the box by being a winner in 
the Girl Scouts of the USA’s Cookie Pro contest.

LPPD cracking down on median stacking
Heartland Blvd., Lakeview Road getting special attention

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Motorists 
turning left or crossing U.S. 27 at 
median crossovers may want to 
exercise patience and caution, and 
not pack the median.

Not only do they risk having an 
accident by making it impossible 
for other cars in the median to see 
oncoming traffic, but they may risk 
getting a ticket, especially from the 
Lake Placid Police Department.

Through combined face-to-face 
contact with motorists and a social 
media blitz, Police Chief James 
Fansler hopes to educate people 
toward safer driving.

Wednesday afternoon, via social 
media, he reported that out of 20 
traffic contacts in two or three 
hours, his officers had issued 10 
citations.

He said his officers have discre-
tion to give a warning or ticket, but 
they are not trying to fill a quota, 
just trying to keep drivers safe.

Two of his media posts show 
still photographs of cars packed 
three to five deep in the at the 
T-intersection median at U.S. 27 
and Heartland Boulevard.

Sara Sonnier of Lake Placid, 
recognizing her car in the five-deep 
photo, said she was first to arrive in 
the median, and thanked police for 
working on the problem.

“My daughter was terrified when 
she looked out the window and all 

COURTESY PHOTO/LAKE PLACID POLICE DEPARTMENT

Five cars wait in the median at U.S. 27 and Heartland Boulevard 
to go north on the highway from Lake Placid, but four will soon 
get pulled over, said a social media post by Lake Placid Police 
Chief James Fansler.

Girl Scout cookies back just in time 
for Valentine’s

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Every 
girl likes chocolate for 
Valentine’s Day and 
flowers. The Girl Scouts 
of the Gulf Coast Florida 
are saving men with Thin 
Mints, Tagalongs and 
Samoas at their booth 
sales that start at 5 p.m. 
today. Sorry gents, flowers 
sold separately.

If you were lucky 
enough to know a Girl 
Scout, you may have 
pre-ordered your loot. 
Those who didn’t pre-or-
der their cookies have 

until March 15 to find 
one of several booths at 
the local big box stores 
and grocery chains and 
stock up on boxes of your 
favorite flavor. Maybe try 
a new one.

Included in the line-
up this year are new 
Lemon Ups. The newest 
edition is sure to be 
a crowd pleaser and 
mood lifter with a crispy 
glazed lemon cookie with 
inspirational sayings 
stamped on them. The 
classics will be available 
as well such as Trefoils 
and Do-si-Dos as well as 
the Girl Scout S’mores. 

For those avoiding gluten, 
there is the gluten-free 
Toffee-Tastic.

The boxes have 
changed to reflect chang-
ing trends but the taste is 
still the same.

Lori Tomlinson of 
Girl Scouts of Gulf 
Coast Florida Grants 
and Communications 
Manager said the Thin 
Mints freeze well.

“Frozen Thin Mints are 
amazing,” she exclaimed. 
“I’ve heard of people 
freezing other varieties, as 
well, but Thin Mints seem 
to do the best. And they 
are perfect for crumbling 

and sprinkling over ice 
cream or mixing into 
shakes.”

On a diet? Trying to 
keep that New Year’s 
Resolution? Can’t have 
sugar? The Girl Scoust 
have a way to support 
them and the troops 
overseas. Donate the 
amount a box of Thin 
Mints would cost and tell 
the scout to give it to the 
“Mints for the Military.” 
The council will total the 
amount after cookie sales 
are through and send the 
corresponding amount of 

Cookie contest 
part of 

Highlands Fair
Contestants could add 
up to seven ingredients 

to basic recipe
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — If you want the scoop 
on some award winning cookies, make 
sure you make it today to the Highlands 
County Fair.

This is the first year the Community 
Arts & Crafts Booth has added a cookie 
making contest, and 18 people have 
entered. The twist on these treats, how-
ever, is they can add up to seven extra 
ingredients.

That wrinkle came from Stacy Malone, 
catering manager at Seven at Sebring 
Raceway, the hotel on the hairpin.

Patty Lloyd, in charge of the Arts & 
Crafts booth, said that Malone came 
up with the idea of letting contestants 
add up to seven extra ingredients to the 
standard cookie components of flour, 
sugar, butter, eggs, baking powder and 
baking soda.

Lloyd said eight adults, six teenagers 
and four kids ages 11 and under submit-
ted batches for the judges.

Lloyd said some of the sweet addi-
tional ingredients included common 
add-ons like chocolate, white-chocolate 
or butterscotch chips; honey; cinna-
mon; molasses; ginger; coconut flakes; 
oatmeal; peanut butter; raspberry jam; 
pecans walnuts; chopped nuts; bananas; 
marshmallow creme; Craisins (dried 
cranberries), and nutmeg.

Unusual ingredients, Lloyd said, includ-
ed bacon bits, pretzels and potato chips.

She said contestants could prepare the 
cookies as rolled, dropped, pressed, bar, 
“no bake” or refrigerated.

Judges, who did not know the names of 
any contestants, went by taste — natural-
ly — but also texture, originality, presen-
tation and how many extra ingredients 
cooks used.

None of them had more than seven, 

Senior Expo & Family 
Extravaganza this Saturday

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Senior 
Expo & Family Extravaganza 
has returned by popular 
demand for the third year 
in a row. The extravaganza 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. at the Lakeshore Mall. 
This popular event, hosted by 
the Highlands News-Sun with 
Lampe & Kiefer Hearing Aid 
Center as the Title Sponsor, 
will offer something for 
everyone and it’s free for the 
community.

New and exciting this year 
is free bingo with cash prizes. 
The Bingo Hall will be spon-
sored by Taylor Rental, and 
will be located near Center 
Stage. Seating is limited for 
each game so early registra-
tion is recommended.

“Our entire staff is excited 

about the 2020 Senior Expo 
& Family Extravaganza,” Vice 
President & Group Publisher 
for DR Media Tim Smolarick 
said. “It is our biggest event 
and is the most-attended 
event of its kind in Highlands 
County. We are quite pleased 
with both our vendor and 
sponsor participation this 
year. Come join us on 
Saturday and experience 
entertainment at Center 
Stage sponsored by Bowman 
Steel and Dimitri’s Family 
Restaurant, AdventHealth’s 
Medical Row and the Kid’s 
Zone sponsored by Lampe 
& Keifer Hearing Aid Center, 
our Title Sponsor. I am 
particularly excited about the 
new bingo games sponsored 
by Taylor Rental. I think it 
will be as popular as our 
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People of all ages attend a previous Senior Expo & Family Extrava-
ganza at Lakeshore Mall.
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A good-sized crowd watches a performance at a previous Senior Expo & Family Extravaganza at Lakeshore Mall in Sebring.
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