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Gopher tortoises saying good-bye and hello

Contributed by Trout Lake Nature Center
 Recently, Trout Lake Nature Center said good-bye to Mr. G, its Gopher Tortoise Education Ambassador, as he 

began a new chapter back in the wild. G came to TLNC over five years ago through the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission’s Tortoise program. G had been injured at the mall and had two broken legs and a 
cracked shell. After months of rehabilitation with a licensed rehabilitator, he arrived at TLNC. Originally, he could 
only walk about five steps at a time and was unable to dig a burrow which is essential for a gopher tortoise’s survival.

Over the years volunteers and staff walked G, allowing him to graze on natural vegetation and strengthen his 
legs. As G’s walking improved, he began trying to dig a burrow. First, there was limited success, but G became bet-
ter and better at digging in TLNC’s hard clay soils. (Gopher tortoises typically live in an area with dry, sandy soils 

Mr. G is on his way to new adventures. 

A belated                      
100th birthday gift

From left, B.J. Hauserman, Major Jack Hallett, Pam 
Beightol and Joan Leubbers.

Contributed by June Perry 
 Jack Hallett was born on Nov. 17, 1920. During 

World War Two, he was a fighter pilot who flew over 
Normandy, was shot down twice, dusted himself off 
and stayed in the fight for freedom. His outstand-
ing career earned him the rank of major, and he was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. Recently, 
members of the Ocklawaha Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, presented the Leesburg veteran 
with a long overdue Quilt of Valor. 

“It was fantastic,” he said about receiving the spe-
cial quilt. “I was quite surprised and it’s perfect on the 
back of my couch. I can look at it every day. It’s just 
beautiful and I’m very happy to have it.”  

Joan Leubbers, one of the presenters, has known 
Major Hallett for some time now. 

“Jack is such a humble person. He was so happy 
with the quilt and especially the picture on the quilt,” 
she said. “I first met Jack at the Experimental Aircraft 


