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Sampson is October 
Haines City employee 
of the month

Portrait of a 
Graduate Survey 
Now Open

The city of Haines 
City Employee of the 
Month for October 
is custodian Fred 
Sampson.

A c c o r d i n g 
to city  of f icia ls , 
Sampson is always 
working to make 
sure the facilities 
he is assigned are 
c l e a n  a n d  t h a t 
they smell good. 
Each day, Sampson 
acknowledges everyone with a greeting and 
always has a positive attitude. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic began last 
year, Sampson has gone above and beyond in 
his daily cleaning routine to ensure all areas 
are properly cleaned and sanitized for the 
safety of all employees in his assigned facility. 

He demonstrates a great work ethic and 
his efforts to maintain a clean workplace are 
greatly appreciated by all, city officials said.

Polk County Public Schools needs the 
public’s help to create a new strategic plan 
to improve our schools and better serve 
our students.

A community survey has been developed, 
and school officials want to know what Polk’s 
stakeholders think are the top qualities for 
an ideal PCPS graduate.

The deadline to complete the survey is 
Oct. 30. Encourage friends, family members, 
neighbors, co-workers and other Polk 
County residents to participate. The results 
will help shape our strategic plan, which 
will guide our educational system for years 
to come.

Take the survey at www.polkschoolsfl.
com/portraitofagraduate 
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Every dollar 
counts as a vote. 

Benefi ts  the 
Patients of Central 

Florida Speech & 
Hearing Center

2021 Mr. Central Florida

HTTPS://SECURE.QGIV.COM/EVENT/MCF2021/LEADERBOARD/

Ricky Peacock
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Oct. 28, 2021
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A grand reception: Community center set to open
By LISA GOLDMACHER

Contributing Writer

S omething new is  coming 

Davenport’s way.

 The Grand Opening of the Tom 

Fellows Community Center & Event 

Center will be held Friday, Oct. 15, 

at 3 p.m. at 207 North Blvd. West.  

Facemasks and social distancing 

are encouraged.

 The ribbon cutting of this highly 

anticipated community hub will 

be met with celebration. Expected 

attendees include Congressman 

Darren Soto and other elected 

officials as well as community 

leaders and residents.

According to Kelly Callihan, 
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By LISA GOLDMACHER
Contributing Writer

Here is a chance to sample great local food while 
helping a worthwhile cause.  

Haines City Rotary presents Taste of the Ridge on 
Thursday, Oct. 14, from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Lake Eva 
Event Center, 799 Johns Ave., Haines City. 

For many years, Haines City Rotary held a 
fundraiser event called Death by Chocolate. For 
the past four years, (with the exception of last year 
due to COVID-19) the Rotary Club has switched it 
up and decided to expand this culinary taste event. 
Restaurants from all over Northeast Polk will come 
together to provide samples of their cuisine for you 
to try. Some of the restaurants include: Catering 
Company of Central FL, Balmoral Bar and Grill, 

Editor’s note: This is the 
fourth installment of a five-part 
series on the Winter Haven 
Chamber of Commerce’s 2021 
Polk Emerging Leaders.

By ELIZABETH MORRISEY
Contributing Writer

Lauren Jensen, a local lawyer, 
was recently named one of 
Polk’s Emerging Leaders by 
the Greater Winter Haven 
Chamber of Commerce.

Her love of volunteering 
and for children can be seen 
in her everyday life. Jensen is 
humbled and thankful for the 
award.

“I know a lot of people who 

Haines City Rotary 
has some good Taste

Leaders of the Pack

Davenport City Manager, “Guests 

will be able to see classes that will 

be given at the center as well as walk 

around and see what’s there. The 

grand opening will include carving 

stations, cheese and crackers, desserts 

and drinks.”  

 The 40,000 square-foot community 


