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Prime crime

Haines City Parks 
Director to serve 
on statewide 
organization

On Feb. 10, an Amazon delivery van was 

carjacked from a residential neighborhood 

near State Road 60, just east of Bartow, and the 

man responsible is now in the Polk County Jail.

22-year-old Mario Crawford, of Bartow, has 

been charged with several crimes, including 

carjacking without a weapon, grand theft and 

unarmed burglary. 

The deliveryman was in the back of his van 

for a delivery on Kathy Road when Crawford, 

who was wearing a ski mask, jumped into the 

driver’s seat and demanded that the victim get 

out of the vehicle. Fearing for his safety, the 

victim complied.

Crawford drove the van to Radford Road 

and abandoned it. A resident who lives near 

the area where the van was abandoned flagged 

down a deputy and reported that someone he 

didn’t know had just entered his home. The 

deputy went to the man’s home and located 

Crawford inside a bathroom.

H a i n e s  C i t y 

Parks & Recreation 

D i re c t o r  Te r re l l 

Griffin was appointed 

and wil l  serve as 

the Vice President-

elec t  for  F lor ida 

Recreation and Park 

Associat ion,  Inc. 

Griffin will assume 

his leadership roles at the upcoming 2021 

FRPA Conference in August.

Haines City averaged 14 building requests per day 
in 2020, city officials say
By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
sryzewski@d-r.media

Growth seems inevitable in 
northeast Polk and Central Florida, 
in general, and on Feb. 8 City of 
Haines City staff shared some of 
the municipality’s growth statistics 
on the city’s official Facebook page.

In 2020, Haines City had an 
estimated population growth of 
four percent.

“While the official numbers 
of the past U.S. Census are not 
complete, it is estimated we 
currently have a population of 
more than 27,000,” read the post. 
“This population rise directly 

affects the housing market and 
businesses that house and service 
our population.”

According to city officials, 3,584 
building permits were issued in 
2020. 

Of those, roughly 32 percent 
(1,162) were specifically for new 

Sports are back for Polk State 
College! 

Pictured, Rohsean Riley, a 
freshman infielder for the Eagles 
baseball team, gets horizontal while 
throwing a runner out at first base. 
Riley, a Polk native, recently went 
4-for-5 at the plate Feb. 5, clubbing 

two home runs and driving in 5 
RBIs. 

Polk State baseball, which plays 
its home games on the college’s 
campus in Winter Haven, will host 
Santa Fe College at 4 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 19. The Eagles roster features 
five players hailing from either Polk, 

Lake or Orange counties. 
More on Polk State baseball, as 

well as the college’s other athletic 
programs, at PolkEagles.com.
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Chick Days

Check out our website for our wide selection of birds - ranging from chickens, guineas, turkeys, ducks and geese to gamebirds and exotics!

Pre-order your chicks and ducklings for pickup! 
Call 800-720-1134 or visit strombergschickens.com

Where To Find Us:
301 Bert Schulz Blvd 

Winter Haven, FL 33881

10% OFF
Mention or bring in this ad for 10% off 

your purchase of poultry supplies.

VALID THROUGH 
5/15/21

DELIVERING

QUALITY
SINCE 1921

• Saturday, Feb. 20, 8 AM-2 PM  • Saturday, Mar. 6, 8AM-2PM


