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From all of us at 

The News Leader

By STEVE STEINER
ssteiner@clermontnewsleader.com

It may be hard to imagine — then, again, in today’s 
COVID-19 era and economy — perhaps not, but there 
are children in this country, including Lake County, who 
have never had or slept in a bed they could (and can) call 
their own.

To address that locally, Celebrate Recovery, which 
meets 7 p.m., Thursdays at First United Methodist 
Church, approached the elders of the church if it would 
approve and support its desire to address this situation by 
working with the Orlando Chapter of Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace.

Aaron Beaseley, who is the group leader of the Cel-
ebrate Recovery “chapter” at First United Methodist 
Church, was doing mission work when he attended a 
conference of nonprofit organizations. While impressed 
with most, one stood out above the rest.

“I follow what God tells me, and God told me to 
get involved with this one,” he said. However, then 
COVID-19 broke out and put things “on hold.” Then, 
recently, he received another message from God. “He told 
me I’ve got to bring this to Celebrate Recovery. They, in 
turn, presented it to the church. The reception was over-
whelmingly positive.

“The whole church signed on,” said Pastor Dawn 
Carter, FUMC’s congregational care pastor. She looked 
about as a number of people pegged between 70 to 80 
adults, children and youth, were hard at work assembling 
bed frames. “Isn’t this awesome? It’s incredible.”

“We’re going to build 40 beds today,” said Aaron 

‘No kid sleeps on the floor in my town’
Celebrate Recovery, FUMC give new meaning to ‘make your bed’
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Carol and Dan Ferry, who recently moved into the area 

from Emerald Isle, N.C., drill screws into the frame of a 

headboard. “We just like to do this,” said Carol, when 

asked why she and her husband volunteered to help 

build beds for Sleep in Heavenly Peace.
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Voila! What a completed bed — in this case, bunk beds 

— looks like: frame, head and foot boards, mattress, 

pillow, linen and bedspread. 

Beasley, of Celebrate Recovery. Originally, the number 
of beds was going to be half that, but a miracle changed 
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