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Landowner has until Thanksgiving to correct drainage
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Residents on Lakewood Road hoped to 
have some relief from flooding by Halloween.

It will likely be Thanksgiving weekend before they 
see a permanent solution, according to a letter from 
the Southwest Florida Water Management District to 
the landowner whose access trail behind residents on 
that road ended up trapping water in their backyards 
and front swales.

The letter, dated Wednesday, Oct. 27, and signed 
by Agricultural Regulation Program Manager Mark 
A. Luchte of the Environmental Resource Permit 
Bureau Regulation Division, thanked the landowner 

for meeting with District staff on Oct. 21 at a piece of 
land behind residents to the east of Lakewood Road to 
discuss drainage from a raised trail.

District staff, the letter states, found a 29-inch dif-
ference in water-level elevations between the western 
side of a raised trail on that property and the eastern 
side. Study of the vegetation corroborates that the 
usual elevation should match up with the east side: 
124.9 feet.

“It is highly recommended that you temporarily 
address this matter immediately in order to relieve the 
adjacent homeowner flooding situation to the west of 
this parcel,” Luchte’s letter states.

It then suggests that the landowner either cut 
through a section of the trail or employ emergency 

drainage relief pumps, and then remove the drainage 
impediment permanently no later than Nov. 26, 2021, 
the Friday after Thanksgiving. The letter suggests 
incorporating GEOWEB material with imported gravel 
backfill into the design of the trail, depending on the 
types of vehicles that will use it.

Carmen Orona, whose backyard has been flooded 
since heavy rains brought the water table and run-
off levels up at the end of September. She was not 
available on Friday, but the previous week she spoke 
of seeing water management people walking the 
adjacent property with the property owner, and then 
later getting an update from water district staff.

SNL road repair list approved
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sun ‘N Lake supervisors 
have approved a list of road improve-
ments to be made throughout the 
Special Improvement District.

The list did not have much discussion 
at the Board of Supervisors meeting, 
with supervisors expressing their wish 
that the district will move forward on 
the work as soon as possible, project by 
project.

They are listed below as they were in 

the approved list, with cost amounts 
submitted by Excavation Point Inc.:

- Florida Avenue from Tangier Street 
to Santiago Street — $46,118 to replace 
mill and pave, grade the swale and put 
in road base for 365 linear feet of road.

- Mendoza Avenue from Granada 
Boulevard to Orduna Drive — $26,448 
to mill and repave 1,278 linear feet of 
road.

- Loretto Avenue from Granada 
Boulevard to Orduna Drive — $27,192 
to mill and repave 1,310 linear feet of 
road.

- Harlando Avenue from Granada 
Boulevard to Orduna Drive — $28,115 
to mill and repave 1,348 linear feet of 
road.

- Garienda Avenue from Granada 
Boulevard to Orduna Drive — $28,925 
to mill and repave 1,400 linear feet of 
road.

- Fonseca Avenue from Granada 
Boulevard to Orduna Drive — $30,217 
to mill and repave 1,460 linear feet of 
road.

- El Rado Avenue from Granada 
Boulevard to Orduna Drive — $31,182 

to mill and repave 1,522 linear feet of 
road.

- Granada Boulevard from Ortego 
Street to Vilabella Drive — $88,904 to 
mill and repave 3,422 linear feet of road.

- Granada Boulevard from Vilabella 
Drive to Ponce de Leon Boulevard — 
$36,692 to mill and repave 1,450 linear 
feet of road.

Sun ‘N Lake also has a quote of $5,936 
to do 1,218 linear feet of broken yellow 
line and 740 linear feet of double-yellow 
line on Granada Boulevard, from Ortego 
Street to Ponce de Leon Boulevard.

McCoy: 
Defense 

attorney loves 
saxophone and 

law
By JOHN GUERRA

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Yohance Kefense 
McCoy loves Dee’s Place restaurant on 
Ridgewood Drive, so it’s the perfect place 

to talk about his life as a 
defense lawyer. McCoy, who 
uses his middle name in his 
law firm’s title, Kefense, P.A., 
talks about lawyering and 
the opportunities he would 
like to see for young people.

McCoy has been prac-
ticing law in Highlands 
County and the rest of the 
10th Judicial Circuit since 
2012, the year he opened 

his law office above Dee’s. He has repre-
sented many criminal defendants, until 
recently including Stephen Craig Sholtz, 
charged with second-degree murder and 
attempted second-degree murder. He 
also represents Daryl Cason, charged with 
first-degree murder. Prosecutors allege 
Cason and Frederick Leneal Washington 
shot Aaron Hankerson on Oct. 9, 2016. 
The attack occurred just before 2 a.m. as 
Hankerson and his girlfriend walked in 
the parking lot of Shooters bar in Sebring.

McCoy is a native of Plantation, Florida, 
a community on the west side of U.S. 
441 in Fort Lauderdale. His mother, 
father, and family members took a strong 
interest in the young man’s future.

“I have been involved with music most 
of my life,” McCoy says as he sips his 
coffee. “Saxophone and piano, since I was 
11, 12 years old. I played in the jazz band 
in school and in the marching band at 
South Plantation High School.”

His father, Jack McCoy, and his Uncle, 
Samuel “Bubba” McCoy — both career 
U.S. Marines who also embraced their 
own education — urged him to go to law 
school.

“Playing music led to me getting a 
music scholarship to Bethune-Cookman 
University in Daytona Beach in 1992,” he 
said. “I majored in criminal law there.” 
As Yohance closed in on his bachelor’s 
degree, his uncle gave him “The Defense 
Never Rests,” the autobiography of F. Lee 
Bailey, the famed defense attorney who 
defended heiress Patty Hearst, the alleged 
“Boston Strangler,” and of course, O.J. 
Simpson, for the murder of Nicole Brown 

Rotarians feed 305  
first responders

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Sebring Sunrise Rotary 
fed a total of 305 first responders in 
this year’s annual First Responders 
BBQ.

Debra Weiser, one of the organizers 
of the event, said 21 people turned 
out the 305 meals in just 50 minutes, 
the fastest time compared to previous 
years.

This year had the added enjoyment 
of having Rotary District Governor 
Deborah Williams join in the packing 
and stacking at the annual event that 
Rotary District 6890 — Highlands, 
Hardee, Hillsborough and Polk 
counties — recognized last year as the 
Service Project of the Year.

“This district is amazing,” Williams 
said. “It has some amazing Rotarians: 
‘Service above self.’ We serve to 
change lives.”

Rotarians have scheduled their 
event each year to take place 
on National First Responders 
Appreciation Day. Sebring Sunrise 
Rotary members grab stacks of 
packed-up barbecue lunches and 

deliver them to various agencies 
and stations throughout the county. 
They set up their base of operations 
this year at Fireman’s Pavilion at the 
Highlands County Fairgrounds.

“I get invited to a lot of great 
things,” Williams said. “These are my 
Rotarians. I’m here to support the 
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Sebring Sunrise Rotary members grab stacks 
of packed-up barbecue lunches for National 
First Responders Appreciation Day to deliver 
to various agencies and stations throughout 
the county.
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Rotary District Governor Deborah Williams, at left, helps Sebring Sunrise Rotary members set and pack barbecue pork lunches on Thursday for 
local first responders on National First Responders Appreciation Day. All told, local Rotarians fed 305 first responders this year.
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From left, Kim Heinz with Sebring Sunrise 
Rotary talks with Rotary District Governor 
Deborah Williams after they and fellow 
Rotarians finished packing and sending 
out 305 barbecue pork lunches to local first 
responders for National First Responders Day.
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