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By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — If you’d 
heard of suspicious 
packets of seeds arriving 
from China, it’s hit close 
to home.

Laurie Hurner, assistant 
county administrator and 
former Highlands County 
extension agent, reported 
Tuesday that Highlands 
County has indeed seen 
the seeds arrive in local 
mailboxes.

She said suspicious 
seed packages from 
China have been coming 

into the state for the last 
month and a half, and 
Highlands County defi-
nitely got some of them.

“We have received five 
different packets from 
different constituents,” 
Hurner told county com-
missioners on Tuesday.

She wants to encourage 
citizens not to plan, 
burn, flush or even eat 
the seeds, as they may be 
harmful.

The Florida 
Department of 
Agriculture and 
Consumer Sciences 

has been working with 
the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, which is 
charged with protect-
ing the nation’s food 
supply from invasive 
exotic plants entering the 
country.

Hurner said agency 
officials have identified 
several seeds that arrived 
in packets apparently 
postmarked from China. 
Not all of the seeds were 
the same, she said, and 
not all were dangerous, 
but it’s unknown if all the 
ones received throughout 

the nation were the same.
She said Florida’s 

Agriculture Department 
has been working with 
the University of Florida 
Agriculture Extension 
Offices, and anyone who 
has received those seeds 
can drop them off at the 
local extension office 
during normal business 
hours.

The office is open 
during regular 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. business hours, 
Monday through Friday, 
at 4509 George Blvd. in 
Sebring.

Bad seeds
Don’t plant, burn, flush or eat them

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Several packages of seeds from China received unsolicited by 
residents of Washington.

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — While Sebring City 
Council looks at ways to revamp the 
old Wachovia Bank building on North 
Ridgewood Drive as a new city hall, 
Highlands County officials have been 
looking at the current city hall for 
county use.

County Administrator Randy Vosburg 
reported on appraisals for that property 
as well as for an old power plant on the 
west end of Spring Lake Improvement 
District, owned by the Sebring Regional 
Airport.

The asking prices, combined, would 
be between $1.8 million to $2 million. 

Right now, Vosburg said, the county 
has no funds earmarked for these 
purchases.

In both cases, commissioners by a 
majority consensus asked Vosburg to 
continue negotiations and figure out 
how the county would pay.

Any plan would ultimately have to go 
to the board for final approval, Vosburg 
said.

City Hall
Vosburg told commissioners on 

Tuesday that appraisals for the Sebring 
City Hall property at 368 S. Commerce 
Ave. came in at $788,000 and $994,000 
for that entire block, just west of the 

County gets appraisals on city hall, Haywood properties
Negotiating with city, airport on sites.
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Sebring City Hall.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING— After a period of no 
cut-offs or late fees due to the economic 
hardship from the coronavirus, the City 
of Sebring will resume its normal utility 
collection policies Oct. 1.

Sebring Utilities Director Bob Boggus 
said the City will use two forms of 
communication to inform its customers 
— email and automated telephone calls.

The Utility Department can run a 
report on its new billing system that 
provides a complete listing of those who 
are past due on their account.

Boggus said Friday they were work-
ing on the wording of the notice, but 
hoped to start informing customers as 
early as the middle of the week, which 
would provide a little bit of August 
and all of September before the City 
actually starts disconnecting service for 
non-payment.

“The Council did authorize me to 
have staff work with folks on an indi-
vidual basis and depending upon their 
financial situation we can out work out 
different types of arrangements to help 
them get that balance caught up,” he 
said.

As of Aug. 18, the City has 29 com-
mercial accounts that are subject to 
disconnection for non-payment of their 
utility bill for a total amount in arrears 
of $13,684.80.

“That has pretty much stayed consis-
tent, we haven’t seen a lot of fluctuation 
in that,” he said. “It is the residential 
side that we are seeing amounts 
growing.”

The number of residential accounts 
subject to disconnection has grown 
to 613 due to non-payment for a total 
amount in arrears of $50,118.10.

At the onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the City of Sebring suspended 
all collections activity for all water and 

Sebring Utilities 
to resume 

utility collection 
policies on Oct. 1

STAFF REPORT

Sunday’s release of COVID-19 
numbers by the Florida Department 
of Health continued the downward 
trend that began several weeks ago, 
as the number of new cases was just 
2,957. The positivity rate for new cases 
was 5.52%, marking the 10th straight 
day with a rate of less than 9% and the 
second straight day under 6%.

For Highlands County, there were 
20 new cases out of 219 tests for a 
positivity rate of 9.13%. That brings 
the total number of cases to 1735.

The number of deaths in the county 
remained at 53 and there are currently 
27 patients hospitalized, accord-
ing to the Agency for Health Care 
Administration. That’s one fewer than 
was hospitalized on Saturday.

Highlands County has seen 298 cas-
es in long-term care facilities, which is 
17% of reported cases and well above 

the state average of 6%. According to 
the FDOH “Long-term care facility 
deaths associated with COVID-19” 
report, there have been 12 long-term 
facility deaths in Highlands County 
— five residents at Oaks of Avon Park; 
four residents at Royal Care of Avon 
Park; two residents at Kenilworth Care 
& Rehabilitation Center; and one staff 
member at The Palms of Sebring.

There have been 55 cases related to 
a correctional facility, which is right at 
the state average of 3% of cases.

The World Health Organization 
recommends a positivity rate of 5% 
or less for a two-week average before 
reopening and Highlands County 
is moving in the right direction. 
Highlands County saw 302 new cases 
in the past 14 days out of 3,981 tests, 
which yields a 7.59% positivity rate. 
There are also several ‘bad testing 
days’ set to fall off in the next couple 
of days, with rates of 12.22% and 

13.59%.
On the state level, the total count 

moved past the 600,000 marker, with 
600,571. There were 51 new deaths 
reported on Sunday, which raised the 
total to 10,462, counting both resident 
and non-resident deaths.

In nearby counties, DeSoto County 
has had a couple of good days, with 
just 12 cases in the past three days 
and positivity rates of 5.21% or lower. 
But DeSoto will have a tough time get-
ting its two-week positivity rate down, 
as its biggest testing days have yielded 
its worst results from a positivity rate 
aspect. There have been 1,451 cases in 
the county.

Glades County remained at 444 
cases, but has tested little the past two 
weeks, having no more than 17 tests 
processed in any one day and seven 
days of five or fewer tests. Glades has 

Florida COVID numbers still improving
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Dr. Rogers Cain in Jacksonville, Fla., speaks with one of his patients who tested positive for COVID-19, on Thursday, July 30, 2020. As of August 
2020, Cain’s practice alone has had about 60 coronavirus cases and eight deaths as the pandemic has run through Florida.
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