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The Sebring CRA Board approved completing the purchase of 
the property at 301 Circle Park Drive.

A surprise party for a Butcher during pandemic
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Grace Butcher 
has been volunteering at the 
Greater Lake Placid Chamber of 
Commerce since 2001 and loves 
everything about it, especially the 
friends she has met. They obvious-
ly like her too, enough to throw her 
a surprise party Thursday for her 
93rd birthday. Her date of birth is 
Aug. 11, 1927.

Butcher thought Thursday was a 
normal day of volunteering at the 
chamber office, when Executive 
Director Jennifer Bush asked her to 
step outside about noon; Jennifer 

wanted to show her something 
odd. She was certainly surprised 
by what she saw — a 2020-style 
parade of cars decked out with 
streamers and balloons. People 
waved from their cars and honked 
their horns as they passed her.

The mural room had a cake 
waiting for her to return inside. 
Two balloons in the shape of a 9 
and a 3 kept twisting around.

“I always said I wasn’t going to 
get past 39,” Butcher said. “I don’t 
want to be older than Jack Benny.”

She said she was blown away and 
called her brother in Ohio when 
she got home. Butcher said she had 
only one birthday party in her life, 

when she was 9 years old.
Mary Naumann, Butcher’s friend 

and co-volunteer, was behind orga-
nizing the party. Butcher jokingly 
said she was the “instigator” and 
the one who stirred the pot. When 
asked why she wanted to have a 
party for Grace, Naumann got a big 
smile on her face.

“Because she’s dynamic,” 
Naumann exclaimed. “She’s 93 and 
runs circles around all of us. She 
walks four miles a day then goes 
home and gardens for four hours. 
I can only workout an hour a day. 
She makes me feel like a wuss.”

Sebring CRA purchasing 2 buildings on the circle
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Two 
vacant buildings on 
the Sebring Circle will 
be purchased by the 
Sebring Community 
Redevelopment Agency 
for a total of $630,000.

At its recent meeting, 
after the CRA Board 
reviewed the building 
inspections, the O.K. was 
given to proceed with the 
purchases during the due 
diligence period of the 
transactions.

CRA Executive Director 
Kristie Vazquez said 

Wednesday, “We are 
moving forward with the 
purchase as of right now.”

The CRA Board is still 
reviewing its options on 
what it will do with the 
properties.

“We have a couple of 
things we could probably 
look at,” Vazquez said. 
The CRA could handle 
the renovation of the 
structures and work on 
bringing businesses in 
and leasing the spaces 
out or consider doing a 
“request for a propos-
al” for a developer to 
come in and handle the 
renovations and leasing 

themselves.
No decisions have been 

decided at the moment 
with the board want-
ing to get through the 
purchasing process first 
and then be able to meet 
for a lengthier discussion 
when the buildings are 
actually owned by the 
CRA, she said.

“These are two great 
locations, two great 
building opportunities 
so the board is excited 
about the opportunity 
to redevelop them and 
to bring in some new 
businesses to where we 
can start decreasing the 

vacancies and try to make 
downtown vibrant again,” 
Vazquez said.

Both buildings have 
been vacant for well over 
a year, she noted.

The purchase price 
is $400,000 for the 209 
Circle Park Drive prop-
erty, which once housed 
the Cat House Restaurant 
and is currently owned by 
MRB 213 LLC.

The purchase price 
is $230,000 for the 301 
Circle Park Drive proper-
ty, which once housed a 
pharmacy, and is cur-
rently owned by the Betty 
Fehrman Trust.

Highlands  
adds 9 more 
virus cases

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Highlands County had 
nine more cases of COVID-19 in the 
latest daily update from the Florida 
Department of Health, but no new 
deaths have been reported. The total 
now stands at 1,756.

Statewide there were 3,220 new virus 
cases for a total of 608,722. There were 
153 more deaths statewide for a total 
of 10,733 resident deaths and 139 
non-resident deaths over the course of 
the pandemic.

The age groups with the most cases 
in Highlands are as follows:

• 25-34 age group with 209 cases.
• 15-24 age group with 186 cases.
• 45-54 age group with 169 cases.
• 35-44 age group with 165 cases.
The median age of the Highlands 

cases is 48.
Highlands County had 36 hospital-

ized on Friday due to COVID-19. That 
number was 24 hospitalized in the 
Wednesday report.

In Highlands there have been 302 
coronavirus cases in staff and residents 
of long-term care facilities. There have 
been 54 cases in the county among 
staff and residents of correctional 
facilities.

Statewide test results from Tuesday 
show that of 58,143 tests 5.72% were 
positive. In Highlands, from 155 test 
results from the previous day 5.81% 
were positive.

Miami-Dade County leads the state 
with 154,135 cases and 2,317 deaths.

The latest numbers show, there was 
an increase of 50 Florida resident 
deaths involving people age 85 or older 
from the Tuesday count.

There has been a total of 4,530 
deaths of residents and staff members 
of long-term care facilities.

There was an increase of 60 deaths 
in long-term care deaths from the 
Tuesday count.

Nationwide there have been 
5,791,222 virus cases with 178,819 
deaths.

Worldwide there have been 
23,979,121 cases with 820,989 deaths.

Maxwell Groves  

has new owners
By PHIL ATTINGER

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — A family tradition for 
nearly a century has been handed off 
to new owners.

On Tuesday, Steve Maxwell of 
Maxwell Groves in Avon Park an-
nounced that he had finalized the sale 
of his family-owned citrus business, 
which had been started by his father, 
T. Hayes Maxwell Sr., in 1935.

“We hope you will continue to 
enjoy the porch, an orange ice cream 
and getting to know the new owners, 
Maggie DeLara and Jarvis Castillo in 
the years to come,” Steve Maxwell said 
in a press release.

Billed as the quintessential rural 
Florida experience, for tourists or 
residents, the Maxwell Groves grove 
house, at 607 E. Circle St. in Avon Park, 
offers people a chance to sip orange 
juice from a rocking chair on the front 
porch of the fruit stand that has stood 
all this time.

The stand also features citrus-fla-
vored treats, such as preserves, jams, 
honey and a dairy-free orange soft 
serve ice cream made from freshly 
squeezed Florida orange juice.

Other offerings at the store have 
included wine from Florida Orange 
Groves Winery in St. Petersburg and 
gourmet jams and jellies from “Three 
Keys Jams.”

Other items have included noodles, 
pasta, spices, pickles, marinades, hon-
ey, syrups, candies, salsa, mustards 
and nuts, along with fruit that can be 
packed and shipped to your home.

Maxwell was often at the store in 
these waning years, telling stories 
about his family, business and the 
citrus industry over the past several 
decades.

In 2015, when he looked to retire 
after running the family business for 
50 years, his daughter and their family 
moved back to Avon Park from Atlanta 
to help out for about six months.

“Six months turned into two years,” 
said Jennifer Maxwell Charles of St. 
Petersburg.

Not that she didn’t enjoy it. It gave 
her time to catch up on some of the 
things she hadn’t yet learned directly 

TOM MEISENHEIMER/CORRESPONDENT

Guests relax in the rocking chairs at Maxwell Groves during the business’ 80th anniversary 
party in 2015.

TOM MEISENHEIMER/CORRESPONDENT

Steve Maxwell and his daughter, Jennifer Maxwell Charles, at the Maxwell Groves 80th anni-
versary party in 2015, as he is retiring and she is taking over the business. Now, Maxwell has 
sold the business, handing an 85-year family tradition of hospitality to new owners.
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From left: Jennifer Bush, Mary Naumann, Grace Butcher and 
Nicole Shrout all work at the Greater Lake Placid Chamber of 
Commerce. Bush said the staff and volunteers are like family to 
each other.PARTY | 8A

MAXWELL | 2A


