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Florida breaks 300K mark for coronavirus
County adds 37 more cases

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Florida added 10,181 
virus cases bringing the total number 
of cases to 301,810 over the course of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

With 112 new deaths in the latest 
daily update from the state, the total 
number who have died from the virus 
is 4,521.

Highlands County added 37 more 
cases, its highest daily increase yet, 

for a total of 627 cases on Tuesday. 
The number of deaths in Highlands 
attributed to the virus remains at 13.

The number of hospitalizations in 
Highlands County increased to 54, up 
from 51 on Monday.

Highlands County has had a total of 
66 cases in staff/residents of long-term 
care facilities and a total of 17 cases in 
staff/residents in correctional facilities.

Walmart announced Wednesday 
that with the number of confirmed 
cases spiking in communities across 

the country recently, it will require 
all shoppers to wear a face covering 
starting Monday, July 20.

Along with Highlands County, the 
other Heartland counties have seen 
high numbers of new cases recently.

DeSoto County had 47 new cases 
and 171 new cases in the past three 
days for a total of 997.

Hardee County had 20 new cas-
es bringing its total to 633 while 
Okeechobee County had seven new 
cases for a total of 586.

Glades County had three new cases 
bringing its total to 213 while Hendry 
added 24 virus cases for a tally of 
1,288.

Statewide more than 2.7 million have 
been tested for COVID-19 with 11% be-
ing positive. In Highlands, 11,540 have 
been tested with 5.4% being positive.

Miami-Dade County, which was 
named the new epicenter of the pan-
demic by a top doctor on Wednesday, 

County cuts 
departments 

to 2% increase
Still needs to meet 
with constitutional 

officers

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — County commissioners 
may have managed to balance their part 
of the 2020-21 budget.

Next, they will have to work with 
outside agencies, especially constitution-
al officers like Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Highlands County Clerk 
of Courts, to bring down the remaining 
spending.

Currently, the county is looking at 
estimated revenue of $67.23 million, 
thanks to a 3.25% increase in taxable 
property value from this fiscal year, but 
also a decrease in state revenue sharing 
of 19.94%. The county is also facing a 
half-cent sales tax decrease of 4.94% and 
a decrease in grants of 13.84%.

Estimated expenses for Fiscal Year 
2020-21 are $74.14 million, with an 
increase of 3.26% across board depart-
ments and of 2.58% among constitutional 
officers, on average.

Some departments and constitutional 
offices are up and others are down. The 
board only can control a little less than 
$21 million of that budget, said David 
Nitz, manager of the Office of Budget and 
Management (OMB).

Thus far, County Administrator Randy 
Vosburg said, constitutional officers have 
been “team players, as they have every 
year.”

Nitz said the board departments 
were up a total of $230,000, while the 
cumulative increase for departments and 
constitutional officers was $638,421.

If the county were to accept all the 
requests and keep the property tax at 8.55 
mils, Nitz said, it would take $6.72 million 
from reserves to balance the county 
budget. That would reduce the fund 
balance — the county’s reserves — from 
$17.13 million to $9.84 million, which 
would cover 1.68 months of county 
operating expenses, if needed.

Among the cuts Nitz suggested and 
commissioners accepted was keeping a 
Natural Resources position, but covering 
the job through the county’s various 
taxing districts, because of services the 
position would provide to them.

Nitz’s staff also moved $35,000 for 
nuisance abatement from the general 
fund to the building fund.

The county’s estimated annual cost for 
fuel was reduced down to $2.25 per gallon 
for the year, given the recent drop in oil 
prices and the fact that the county does 
not pay full pump price. County vehicles 
fuel up without paying local taxes per 
gallon.

Nitz said the general fund had $18,000 
set aside to replace air-conditioners and 
to replace generators at communications 
towers. However, the capital financial 
strategy for buildings, vehicles and 
equipment has a line item for that.

“So we don’t need it on the general 
fund,” Nitz said.

Vosburg said he and OMB cut the 

Beauty Fit For A Queen 

Ministry moves to new location
By SHARON WEATHERHEAD

CORRESPONDENT

SEBRING — Beauty Fit For A Queen 
(BFFAQ) moved to a new location last 
week. This organization is a blessing to 
the community as it helps young girls 
and teens understand true beauty and 
how it lies within each one.

“We started with a tour of our 
previous location and then moved 
over to our new location, beside the 
Soda Shop,” explained Brittney Fann, 
president of BFFAQ. “We want to share 
our vision and ask for community 
support so we can continue visibly on 
the Circle.”

The organization is moving from 
its location above the Circle Theater 
to 205 Circle Park Drive in downtown 
Sebring, right on the Circle.

“There is a beautiful window to see 
inside,” Fann said. “A dream place that 
is made just for us and an answer to 
our prayers.”

Fann and her team want to continue 
their mission by sharing the love 
of Jesus, serving others, growing in 
Biblical beauty, and together encour-
aging each other to grow deeper in 
their relationship with the Lord.

The new location has a dressing 
room, a hospitality room and an 
administrative office. They’re adding a 
small boutique with fun T-shirts, cups, 
lip balms and ‘Keep Me Safe” organic 
cosmetics.

They plan to continue ongoing 
programs such as the ‘Blessed Dressed’ 
(free dresses for special events), 
‘Happy Feet Dance Ministry’ (free 
dance lessons for girls 3+, including 
Biblical encouragement and prayer) 
and ‘Bless Her Heart Teen Program’ 
(weekly Bible study, prayer time and 
community service projects for middle 
and high school girls).

“Our new initiative is the ‘Modern 
Day Princess Program’ for girls. This 
is a national program and BFFAQ 
will serve as its headquarters for this 
program,” Fann said.

Teen Director Emilie Franklin shared 

how she has been personally impacted 
by the programs at BFFAQ.

“I began volunteering when I was 13. 
I have been so blessed and have grown 
so much. It has taught me the values 
of leadership, mentorship, prayer, 
outreach and Godly confidence,” she 
said.

Fann is excited about partnering 
with local churches, schools and orga-
nizations, as well as providing a space 
for them to host special gatherings.

“This is a gorgeous and welcoming 
space, complete with a pink couch and 
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A display at Beauty Fit For A Queen, now located at 205 Circle Park Drive in Sebring.

TIM SMOLARICK/STAFF

Some of the girls attending the grand opening of Beauty Fit For A Queen have a seat in the hospitality room.
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