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By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
Editor

 
POLK COUNTY — A bill filed in 

the Florida House of Representatives 
recently has taken aback the Florida 
Polytechnic University community.

The legislation takes aim at the 
independent status of Florida Poly 
and New College of Florida — the 
two youngest members of the state’s 
university system.

A STEM-focused institution, Florida 
Poly is located just off Interstate 4, in 
northeast Lakeland.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Randy 
Fine (R-Palm Bay), would move Florida 
Poly under the University of Florida, as 
a satellite campus. It would also fold 
New College of Florida, in Sarasota, 
under Florida State University.

According to a News Service of 
Florida report, Fine said he has been 

Bill threatens 
Florida Poly’s 
independent 

status

FILE PHOTO
Florida Polytechnic University President Randy 
Avent has urged supporters of the school to contact 
their local legislators.

Tower talk
An advisory board has 

selected a design to move 

forward with for the city’s 

downtown water tower.

PG 2

Games transcend
stereotypes
The Polk Senior Games 

begin Feb. 29 and 

include events not 

always associated with 

senior citizens, such as 

powerlifting.

PG 3

Ribs on the Ridge
The annual event in Haines 

City is this weekend and 

will be headlined by Sister 

Hazel.

PG 7

Trailblazer for 
Thunder
Cassie Euverard, this 

week’s Athlete of the Week, 

is the first cheerleader 

from Lake Region High 

to sign with a competitive 

cheerleading college 

program.
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PCPS, teachers union reach 
tentative agreement

By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
Editor

POLK COUNTY — Polk County Public 
Schools officials and representatives for the 
Polk Education Association, the county’s public 
school teachers union, announced Feb. 14 that 
the two sides have reached a tentative agreement 
on teacher contracts for the 2019-20 school year.

Teachers still will need to vote to ratify 
the agreement, after which the Polk School 

Board would need to give it final approval, 
but the agreement nonetheless represents a 
breakthrough in a stalemate highlighted by a 
tied vote in December on previous terms that 
did not pass.

Under the terms of last week’s agreement, 
various changes will be made with a focus on 
improving working conditions for teachers — 
with lesson planning functioning as a particular 
point of emphasis.

“I’m proud of the hard-fought language the 

RussMatt Dives Into Town

Northern Illinois University outfielder Nick Drobushevich dives for a catch Feb. 15 
against Boston College. NIU took on Boston College in a four-game series at Chain of 
Lakes Park in Winter Haven, highlighting the opening weekend of the 2020 RussMatt 

Central Florida Invitational. The annual event brings scores of college baseball teams to 
Polk each spring. PAGE 17.
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