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Summer’s heat wave hot and stinky
Garbage still having pickup problems in heat wave

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The last month or more 
have seen several days into the 90s and 
some into the 100s with a heat index.

It’s not great weather for garbage to 
sit all day.

That’s what’s happened to some, and 
for residents of Thunderbird Villages, 
garbage pickup has been a day late four 

times in the last six weeks.
Resident covenants demand that gar-

bage cans be kept inside garages, when 
not left for collection, said Vernie Frank, 
Thunderbird Villages Home Owners 
Association president.

“It’s become quite an irritating issue,” 
said Frank, who along with other 
residents in the area has a Thursday 
pickup date. “On Thursday, they get the 
yard waste and recycling. The garbage 

just sits there until Friday.”
It used to be that the drivers for that 

area would pickup on nearby Blueberry 
Lane, across the street from Village I 
and II, then get them along with Village 
III, also known as Thunderbird Hill 
South Mobile Home Park.

Lately, he said, the driver has picked 
up Blueberry, and would just leave.

“My wife freezes things — leftovers 
— before we put it in the garbage can 

because the garage will stink,” Frank 
said.

When it sits outside all day, the can 
gets stinky with maggots and then 
residents have to clean it.

It’s been a concern and complaint 
from many customers in the county 
ever since the recycling program began 
in February 2017 and garbage collection 

State’s new 
COVID-19 case 
count dips to 

1,823
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — After a low new case count 
of 1,838 on Monday, Florida had a lower 
(1,823) number of new COVID-19 cases 
in the Tuesday 
update from 
the Florida 
Department of 
Health.

The 44 
reported 
resident deaths 
in the latest 
update marks 
the fourth day 
in a row with 
less than 100 
resident deaths in Florida. The total is 
11,915 who have passed over the course 
of the pandemic. COVID-19 deaths are 
often included in the official count weeks 
after the death occurred.

Highlands County had 14 new cases for 
a total of 1,935 with the number of deaths 
remaining at 69.

Previous day testing results show that 
statewide with 63,188 tests there was a 
positive rate of 5.97%.

In Highlands, with 259 tests, there was 
a positive rate of 5.41%.

The Highlands County Board of County 
Commission, the Florida Department 
of Health and AdventHealth of Sebring 
have teamed up to again offer free 
tests Thursday at Lake Placid Camp & 
Conference Center in Lake Placid. Drive 
through from 8-9 a.m. or from 8-10 a.m. 
by appointment. Call 863-386-5690 to 
schedule an appointment.

Another four Florida prison inmates 
have died of COVID-19, bringing the 
inmate death toll to 111, according to 
numbers released Tuesday by the state 
Department of Corrections.

The information, as is common, did 
not disclose when or where the inmates 
died. But, a state tally Friday showed 107 
inmate deaths. The highly contagious 
virus has raced through Florida’s prison 
system, with 15,672 inmates and 2,718 
corrections workers testing positive as of 
Tuesday.

There have been two inmate deaths 
at the Avon Park Correctional Institute. 
There have been 58 virus cases in staff or 
inmates at correctional facilities.

Nationwide, there have been 6,308,741 
cases of COVID-19 and 189,283 deaths.

Worldwide, there have been 27,392,203 
cases with 893,658 deaths.

The News Service of Florida contributed 
to this report.

Meal pickup continues

No-cost meals service starts today for virtual school students
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — It may be virtual school, 
but starting today it’s the real deal for a 
nutritious meal with The School Board 
of Highlands County providing no-cost 
meals for students learning online at 
home.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
approved a waiver recently allowing 
school districts to include virtual 
school students in the no-cost meal 
service.

For Highlands District students 
it means free meals for students in 
Highlands Virtual School, Florida 
Virtual School and the Innovative 
Learning Environment model (ILE).

Food and Nutrition Director Tim 
Thompson said, “We are doing 
curbside pickup for students who are 
involved in virtual school so that we 
can feed them and we are doing our 
regular for face-to-face students.

“We are doing very similar to what 
we did in March through May and 
then through the summer.”

The food items are, for the most 
part, from the regular menu, he said. 
It is not served hot because they are 
sending it home in the afternoon. The 
items can be reheated or served cold.

“We are still serving chili mac, 
meat and cheese sandwiches, peanut 
butter and jelly, and stuff like that,” 
Thompson said.

Everything is being done with 

existing staff, he noted. It is all USDA 
funded through CEP (Community 
Eligibility Provision) so the district will 
have the afternoon service the same 
as it was March through May of the 
2019-20 school year, he said.

Meals are available for pickup on 
Mondays, two lunches and two break-
fasts per child, and on Wednesdays, 
three lunches and three breakfasts per 
child.

The locations and times are as 

follows:
• Avon Park High — 4-5 p.m. for ILE 

students from Avon, Park, Memorial 
and Sun ‘N Lake elementary schools, 
Avon Park Middle and virtual school 
students.

• Lake Placid High — 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
for ILE students from Lake Country 
and Lake Placid elementary schools 
and Lake Placid Middle and virtual 

FILE PHOTO

The School Board of Highlands County is starting a curbside meal pickup service today for virtual and ILE students today while students who 
are in school for face-to-face instruction continue with the regular school meal service.

FILE PHOTO

While school lunches continue to be served at school, the School Board of Highlands County is 
starting today a no-cost meal pickup service for virtual and ILE students.

See the 
‘Cases by 

the County” 
graphic on 
page A11.
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SEMINOLE TIRE’S NEW 

PROFESSIONAL-STRENGTH  

SANITIZING SERVICE 

KILLS 99.9% 
OF BACTERIA & VIRUSES

WE WORRY ABOUT DISINFECTING SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO!
OUR SANITIZING SERVICE:
• Deodorizes by breaking down the cause of 
   odors, not masking them
• Reduces allergy-causing particles, like pet dander and dust mite matter
• Kills fungus on hard surfaces
• Eliminates and prevents mold and mildew on all surfaces
• Sanitizes every surface in your vehicles

2,000 ADDITIONAL NEWSPAPERS DELIVERED TO THE COMMUNITY TODAY ARE SPONSORED BY:,,

SEMINOLE TIRE CO. 
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EPA registered and approved disinfectant for use against SARS-

CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. EPA Reg. No 82972-1 

Health Canada DIN: 02422654
CALL FOR 

DETAILS OR TO 
SCHEDULE AN 
APPOINTMENT

a
d
n
o
=
0
0
0
4
5
5
7
8


