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Kathryn “Kat” Gates-Skipper, of Lake Wales, and 16 other Floridians were inducted into the Florida 
Veterans’ Hall of Fame at the Florida State Capitol Building in Tallahassee March 9.

Lake Wales resident inducted into 
Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame

Polk County 
declares 

local state of 
emergency

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
Staff Writer

LAKE WALES — Kathryn “Kat” 
Gates-Skipper and 16 other Floridians 
were inducted into the Florida Veterans’ 
Hall of Fame at the Florida State Capitol 
Building in Tallahassee March 9.

“This medal and induction into the 
Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame is the 
icing on the cake and means a lot to me 
in so many ways,” Gates-Skipper said. 
“Recognition from my peers is humbling. 
I’m just a veteran trying to help other 

veterans.”
Gates-Skipper is a United States 

Marine with 20 years of experience. She 
has advocated for local veterans through 
the American Legion for many years 
since leaving active duty.

Her husband, Army veteran Charles 
Skipper, some of her friends and other 
supporters watched Florida Chief 
Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis 
present awards to the veterans. Florida 
Department of Veterans Affairs staff also 
recognized the Hall of Fame inductees 
who have made a significant contribution 

By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
Editor

There’s no escaping it — precautions 
related to mitigating the spread of novel 
coronavirus, also known as COVID-19, 
have become the dominant force in 
daily life for the foreseeable future.

On Monday, March 16, Polk County 
declared a state of local emergency in 
order to be prepared with resources 
to fight the spread of the virus. Polk 
County Manager Bill Beasley signed 
the emergency declaration, which was 
approved by the Polk Board of County 
Commissioners during Tuesday 
morning's commission meeting.

“While there are no confirmed 
cases of coronavirus in Polk County 
at this time, we must do everything 
we can to protect our residents and 
employees to slow the progression 
of this virus,” Beasley said Monday. 
“Polk County offices will remain 
open for business; however, we are 
reviewing work schedules that will 
permit telecommuting and possible 
reduced staffing levels.”

Per a statement, residents are 
encouraged to do as much business 
with the county as possible online 

Bartow candidates 
make their case
Three candidates for the 

Bartow City Commission 

made their case to voters at 

a recent candidate forum.

PG 2

Brewery debuts
Front Page Brewing Co. 

held its grand opening in 

Bartow on March 14.
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Budget vote looms
With the efforts to combat 

the spread of coronavirus 

as a backdrop, the Florida 

Legislature is set to vote on 

its budget this week.

PG 9

Blue Marlins make 
waves
The Lake Wales Blue 

Marlins club swim team is 

growing and seeking new 

members.
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