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United Way creates award in memory of Harris
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — United Way of 
Central Florida announced the 
creation of a new award – the 
Difference-Maker Award – at its 
annual meeting on Thursday at 
the Jack Stoup Civic Center.

United Way of Central Florida 
Vice President of Resource 
Development Ansley Woods 
announced the new award 
was created in honor of late 
Ambassador and staff member 

Kayla Harris.
The announcement came 

in the wake of Harris’s tragic 
passing on March 16, 2021.

Harris was 23 years old and 
had recently accepted the 
role of resource development 
assistant at UWCF after serv-
ing as the Highlands County 
Ambassador during the 2020-21 
campaign. Staff remember 
Harris’s gentle spirit and kind 
heart that was felt by all she 
came in contact with.

She died in a multi-vehicle 

traffic accident in Polk County.
The Difference-Maker Award 

will be given annually to a 
young leader in Central Florida 
who exemplifies Harris’s heart 
for making an impact on their 
community with a commitment 
to continuous community ser-
vice and a vision for improving 
lives and strengthening their 
community.

UWCF invites the public to 
nominate someone you believe 
is worthy of this honor.

Other considerations include:

• Volunteer service within 
Highlands, Hardee or Polk 
counties.

• Involvement with local 
young professionals organiza-
tions such as Emerge, Engage 
or Endeavor

• Member of United Way 
Young Leaders Society

• United Way Ambassador
UWCF board members and 

staff are not eligible.
Nominations are 

now open at: uwcf.org/
differencemaker2021.

COURTESY PHOTO

United Way of Central Florida 
has created a new award in 
honor of late Ambassador and 
staff member Kayla Harris.

State COVID 
hospitalizations 

down 10%
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

Highlands County had 15 new cases 
of COVID-19, which has been steady 
the past few days. The additional cases 
brought the cumulative cases of corona-
virus to 8,649 cases. Once again, all 15 
infections were from residents.

Of the total number of cases, 8,552 
were from residents and 97 non-resi-
dents. There were 97 cases over the past 
seven days. That is an average of 13.85 
new cases per day.

There were no new deaths; the total 
remained at 358 people who died from 
COVID.

Out of 293 tests, 277 were negative. 
The day’s positivity report was 5.46%, up 
from Thursday’s 4.48%.

There have been 666 hospitalization. 
On Friday afternoon, the Agency for 
Health Care Administration showed just 
15 people being treated with COVID in 
hospitals around the county.

Hands for Homeless is hosting a 
COVID-19 Vaccination Event next 
Thursday, May 20th at 7 Jim Rodgers 
Ave. They will also be having the Feeding 
Tampa Bay Event on that day as well. 
The COVID vaccines will be given from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Feeding Tampa Bay 
event will be at the same address from 
10 a.m. to noon.

Florida saw 3,590 new COVID-19 cases 
on Thursday, which raises the overall 
total for the state to 2,286,203. There 
have been 2,243,501 resident cases and 
42,702 cases involving non-residents.

The state reported 71 new deaths, 
which raises the total to 36,719. There 
have been 36,000 resident deaths and 
719 deaths involving non-residents.

There were 86,036 resident tests pro-
cessed on Thursday, with 3,571 residents 
testing positive, which yielded a positiv-
ity rate of 4.15%, the lowest rate seen in 
two weeks. The state has now seen five 
straight days with a positivity rate of less 
than 5%.

The seven-day average for new cases, 
deaths, positivity rate and hospitaliza-
tions have each dropped by 10% com-
pared to last week.

Numbers in the United States are 
continuing to trend in the right direc-
tion as states reported 37,082 cases on 
Thursday, which is a decrease of 6,551 
from last Thursday. The seven-day 
average dropped to 34,188 cases.

Positivity rates remain at pandemic 
lows, with the seven-day average drop-
ping slightly once again to 2.71%, which 
is now a 17% decrease from a week ago.

There were 699 deaths, which was 74 
fewer than were reported last Thursday 
and lowered the seven-day average to 
603, which is a decrease of 11% from the 
average of 677 seen a week ago.

Michigan is continuing to show im-
provement, with the seven-day average 
for new cases now at 2,391, which is a 
decrease of 29% from a week ago, while 
the state’s positivity rate is to 7.48%, 
which is a 16% decrease from a week 
ago. Deaths and hospitalizations are 
both down more than 16% compared to 
week ago.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention is showing 155,251,852 
people have received at least one dose 
of the vaccine, which is 46.8% of the 
population. Among adults, 59.1% of the 
population has received at least vaccine 

Face Masks — Don or Done?

School Board to review mask requirements
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — As the pandemic slows 
and more people get their COVID-19 
vaccinations, the School Board of 
Highlands County will be discussing 
the district’s mask requirements.

Deputy Superintendent Andrew 
Lethbridge said Friday that he had 
spoken with Superintendent Brenda 
Longshore on Thursday about the 
district’s mask policy. There will be 
discussion at the next School Board 
meeting on what the district will do for 
summer school and next school year 
regarding masks, he said.

The next meeting of the School 
Board of Highlands County is at 
5:30 p.m., May 25.

Currently for kindergarten through 
12th grade, students are required to 
wear masks while they ride in school 
buses, Lethbridge said. At the middle 
and high schools, during transitions 
(class changes), students are required 
to wear masks. At other times, masks 
are not required.

That will also be up for discussion 
on how the School Board wants to 
proceed, Lethbridge said.

While there has been social distanc-
ing at school sporting events, masks 
have been required for spectators at 
indoor events, he said. “If they are out-
doors and spaced out, it has definitely 
not been required, but coming into the 
event the masks have been required, 
but it has not been strongly policed if 
you are outside and spaced out.”

School Board Member Isaac 
Durrance said he wants to hear all the 
recommendations and the latest CDC 
guidelines before making a decision, 
but certainly there is a trend to releas-
ing some of the restrictions around the 
state.

“I know that some of the districts 
have already voted to release mask 

requirements altogether,” he said, 
adding the School Board wants to get 
the best information and make the 
best decision.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention announced Thursday that 

fully vaccinated people can stop wear-
ing masks in schools, at most indoor 
events and outdoors even in crowds.

“We have all longed for this moment 
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Superintendent Brenda Longshore at a school employee recognition presentation in December with everyone wearing face masks.
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The School Board of Highlands County will discuss face mask requirements at its May 25 
meeting.

MASKS | 4AUPDATE | 4A


