
By JIM TURNER
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

Editor’s note: This is part of a series 
of stories advancing the 2020 legislative 
session.

TALLAHASSEE — Gaining initial 
legislative support last year might have 
been the easy part for controversial and 
expensive toll-road projects envisioned 
to cut through more than 300 miles of 
mostly rural land from Collier County to 
the Georgia border.

With many environ-
mental and business 
groups split about the 
need and purpose of 
the projects, lawmakers 
during the 2020 legislative 
session will start looking 
at continued funding and 
accompanying infrastruc-
ture — water, sewer and 
broadband — as tentative 

alignments for the roads will soon be 
rolled out.

Senate President Bill Galvano, a 
Bradenton Republican who made the 
corridors a priority during the 2019 
session, said the roads are “planning for 
reality,” because Florida continues to 
attract new residents and tourists.

“We cannot continue to plan infra-
structure in reverse,” Galvano said.

The plan calls for extending the 
Suncoast Parkway from the Tampa 
Bay area to the Georgia border, build-
ing a toll road from Polk County to 
Collier County and extending Florida’s 

Turnpike west from Wildwood to 
connect with the Suncoast Parkway.

The timeline to start construction on 
the projects is less than three years off, 
as the Department of Transportation 
and task forces work on drawing up 
plans. Proposed alignments coming 
from the department are expected to 
allow the three task forces — one for 
each road — to better find consensus 
on where to weave lanes around farms, 
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Truck crash kills Venus man 
Third fatality since New Year; FHP names motorcycle rider

By KIM LEATHERMAN
STAFF WRITER

VENUS — The Florida Highway Patrol has re-
leased details from the fatal car crash that took the 
life of a Venus man. Carlos Martinez-Leon, 28, was 
pronounced dead on Wednesday afternoon. The 
Florida Highway Patrol has notified the next of kin.

This is the third fatality resulting in single-vehi-
cle crashes in the first eight days of the new year. 
All three fatalities have been on rural roads.

According to the official press release, Martinez-
Lopez was driving a 2011 Ford F-350 southbound 

on Old State Road 8 south of Pimlico Road when 
he approached a right-hand curve. The truck 
did not take the curve and continued to head 
southeast.

The truck continued across the northbound lane 
and left the road, before hitting a fence head-on 
and then hitting a tree head-on. The impact with 
the tree sent the truck spinning clockwise and 
came to a stop with the front end facing southwest 
on the east side of Old SR 8.

The FHP report shows Martinez-Lopez was not 
wearing a seat belt. It is unknown if alcohol was a 
factor in the wreck.

FHP has also released the name of another man 
who died in a motorcycle wreck early Monday 
morning near Lake Placid.

At 4 a.m. Monday, at the intersection of CR 621 
and Cypress Isle Lane, 45-year-old Dale Ray Strang 
was thrown off his 2005 Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cle when it hit a wild hog that was in the roadway.

As he lay in the road, he was hit by another vehi-
cle, which FHP troopers are still trying to identify 
and locate.

Anyone with information on the second vehicle 
is asked to call FHP at 239-938-1800 or FHP on a 
cell phone to give information.

Debate over toll road projects continues to flare

A note from 
the publisher

The advertisements 
on A1 this week have 
provoked many emotions 
from our readers, whether 
it has been the sticker ads 
protesting this weekend’s 
gun show, or the banner 
ad across the bottom of 
the front page promoting 
the gun show.

It is important to 
remember that these 
are advertisements, not 
opinions of the Highlands 
News-Sun ownership, 
publisher, nor individual 
staff members. The paid 
advertisements are the 
opinions of those people 
paying for them, or an 
event ad detailing the 
event times and location.

More important, we 
should remember that 
the Constitution is a 

document that all of us 
should want to protect 
and support. The adver-
tiser who is bringing the 
gun show to Highlands 
County has the same 
right as the advertiser 
who is protesting the 
show. Those people who 
choose to attend the gun 
show this weekend have 
the same right as those 
who choose not to.

We, the people of 
the United States, have 
got to do a better job 
supporting all of the 
amendments, whether it 
is the First Amendment 
that protects our freedom 
of speech, or the Second 
Amendment that protects 
our right to bear arms. 

Four vie for open 
Sun ‘N Lake seat

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Four 
Sun ‘N Lake residents, 
including one who 
recently served on the 
Board of Supervisors, 
have put in their names 
on the ballot for this 
month’s landowner seat 
election.

Mark Camp of Pebble 

Beach 
Drive, Craig 
Herrick of 
Cremona 
Drive, Javita 
McKinney 
of Palazzo 
Street and 
V. Ward 
Miller of 
Manor 

What comes after graduation?

Leadership Highlands helps students choose careers
By KIM LEATHERMAN

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Leadership Highlands Career Day 
for high school students took place Wednesday in 
the Alan Jay Arena. Leadership Highlands alumni 
Garrett Roberts said about 1,500 students walked 
through the doors.

About 65 businesses set up booths staffed with 
representatives or owners who spoke directly to stu-
dents about their industry and the qualifications to 
join the field. Some fields required a college degree, 
such as being a lawyer, while others required a trade 
certification. Still others, such as Air and Electric 
Services, a trade certification may be what’s needed. 
Operations Manager Scott Kaplan said there are 
different ways to be successful in his field, where 
the average electrician makes $40,000 to $50,000. 
Interning or a four-year apprentice program can 
open that door.

“Everybody needs an electrician and HVAC,” 
Kaplan said. “It’s a great career opportunity for 
those who don’t want school debt.”

Zach Doorlag stopped at Kaplan’s booth; his dad 
works for the company. Doorlag said he wanted to 
do something different, such as play baseball or be 
an engineer.

The Palms of Sebring representatives Melissa 
Brunns and Julia Mercer participated with a booth.

“We wanted to educate the students what the 
options in the community,” Brunns said.

Mercer explained why her company participated.
“We have been around for 60 years now,” Mercer 

said. “Young people may not know what we do 
unless they have had a relative with us. We love to 
participate in any community outreach.”

Rebekah Wills heads up the career and technical 
programs for the Highlands County School Distrct.

“We don’t stop people from going to college, 
we offer alternative career paths and industry 
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The Leadership Highlands Career Day had about 1,500 high school students attend and about 65 businesses participate on 
Wednesday.

KIM LEATHERMAN/STAFF

Nicole Cedena Mojica is with Central Dispatch at the High-
lands County Sheriff’s Office. She tells Jackie Escobar, left, and 
Dinorah Guerrero about the latest in dispatching.

GALVANO

Gilpin unopposed for 
reelection

GILPIN
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seminolebrightoncasino.com

800.360.9875
See Bingo for complete details. Must be 18 to play Bingo. Must be at least 21 years old and a Seminole Wild Card Member to play slots and win Free Play prizes. Pre-Sale offer valid January 1 - February 15, while supplies last. Management reserves the right 
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