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Fire, garbage assessment resolutions published
Final hearing to be Aug. 3

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Even though commis-
sioners didn’t have detailed discussions 
about two revised resolutions, for fi re 
and garbage assessments, they did have 
some questions.

They still plan to have formal 
discussions and decisions on those 
assessments on Aug. 3, well more than 

a month before the county has to adopt 
its 2021-22 fi scal year budget.

Having them on the agenda this week, 
it’s hoped, will give commissioners 
and residents time to study over them. 
County Attorney Sherry Sutphen said 
Aug. 3 would be the fi nal adoptions for 
those assessments.

During her report Tuesday, Sutphen 
told commissioners that she provided 
the two resolutions on that meeting’s 

agenda because of text changes. The 
garbage assessment resolution had a 
scrivener’s error. The fi re assessment 
resolution has all of the requested 
assessment changes from the last 
workshop.

Fire amendments

When commissioners last discussed 
the fi re assessment, they removed all 
the caps on the various categories, for 
now, to give county administration and 

fi re services staff a month to reanalyze 
call volume and revenue numbers to 
fi nd the right balance for each land 
category.

The current resolution proposes to 
set assessments as commissioners 
discussed on June 15:

- Residential — 4.9 cents per square 
foot.

A life of service

Engle finds his calling as 
corrections officer

By Special to Highlands News-Sun
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AVON PARK — At age 51, 
Roger Engle II knows who he is 
and has lived a life devoted to 
God. But he recently decided 
to make a change in life. He 
graduated with the South 
Florida State College (SFSC) 

Basic Corrections Class 
21-104 on May 27 at the 

Highlands Campus in 
Avon Park. In fact, 

he was recognized 
for having Top 
Academics in his 
class and served 
as class executive 
offi cer.

Engle had 
previously served 
as a missionary 
in Honduras for 
25 years. For him, 
service to God was 
a calling.

“When I was 14 
years old, my family 
and I lived in North 
Carolina,” he said. 
“We attended a 
Southern Baptist 
church. One 
Sunday, the 
pastor talked 
about when 
he received 
the calling 
of the Lord 
into his life. 
While he was 
talking about 
it, the same 
sensations that 
he described 
were happening 
to me while I 
listened to him. 
After school 

one day, I asked him what I 
needed to do. He said, ‘You’ve 
got to go to seminary, son.’ But 
I didn’t think I would be able to 
even go to college, fi nancially 
or grade wise. I was smart, but 
I was more interested in girls 
and having fun than I was in 
getting good grades. I was in 
ninth grade at the time, but I 
already knew that I wasn’t cut 
out for sitting in classrooms. 
I’m better at studying now 
as an adult, because I have a 
few years under my belt and I 
realize that a lot more in your 
life hinges on it, and it gives 
you a sense of priority.”

At that time, Engle got angry 
because he didn’t want to go to 
college. “I didn’t think that col-
lege was for me,” he said. “So, 
how could I go to seminary, 
if I’m not going to college? I 
decided that I was going to 
show God that He didn’t want 
me and did everything I could 
to prove to God that I was not 
someone He wanted serving 
Him.”

Years later, Engle needed 
a place to sleep and had 
come upon a street mission 
in Sebring, Florida. It was 
the early 1990s. The mission 
had been given tickets to a 
performance of a Christian 
comedian at SFSC’s theater 
and Engle was offered one of 
those tickets. In the middle of 
his performance, the comedian 
picked up a Bible and quoted 
from Deuteronomy 28.

“Basically, it says, ‘Look, I’m 
giving you the way to go.’” 
Engle said. “It says, ‘Just listen 
to my voice and do what I’m 
saying. I’ll guide you out of the 
trouble. But if you don’t want 
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Roger Engle is presented certifi cates of recognition for Top 
Academics and as class executive offi  cer by Michael Austin, 
coordinator of SFSC’s Criminal Justice Academy.
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Roger Engle on the day of his graduation from the SFSC 
Criminal Justice Academy Basic Corrections program.
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Roger Engle with some of the young friends he made while in Honduras.
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Sebring 
council 

approves 
drainage 

repairs
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By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Sebring City Council 
approved work to alleviate drainage 
issues on Lakeside Road and Highland 
Road, off Lakeview Drive in the area 
of Veterans Beach.

Speaking to Public Works Director 
Ken Fields, Councilman Charlie 
Lowrance said, “Is this something that 
is continuing. I know we have a lot 
of drainage problems around the city 
and so I am just wondering why in 
this particular moment we decided to 
go in and do something with it?

“I understand there is one pipe that 
is crushed in there from what you 
said, but just replacing that one pipe 
seems like it’s pretty expensive at 
$43,000.”

Fields replied, “Well, it is not just 
a pipe, it’s several structures and 
eventually this is going to tie into any 
potential work for improvements that 
we may do on Lakeview Drive related 
to the road repairs.”

Right now there is a lot of water 
from across U.S. 27 that is being 
dumped from a rather large pipe into 
a ditch and it is going into customers’ 
yards. That has caused quite a num-
ber of problems with the mosquitoes, 
he said. “The City is getting com-
plaints constantly.”

But, more importantly, the pipe that 
is crushed is now causing a backup 
further down, Fields said. So water is 
not flowing through that pipe accu-
rately causing it to back up down the 
line and affect several houses.

“We are constantly out there. So this 
is an engineered fix that was suggest-
ed to us,” he said.

Lowrance said he was just wonder-
ing because the city has plans to redo 
the entire road and drainage in that 
area.

Fields replied, “Definitely in a 
reasonable manner depending on if 
council accepts the plans and the cost 
for Lakeview Drive. We have got to 
start somewhere and this is as good 
a place as any, especially with the 
amount of water that we are getting 
from across U.S. 27.”

These repairs are off Lakeview 
Drive so it is outside of the planned 
Lakeview Drive project, he added. 
But, this will help get the water down 
to Lakeview Drive and then out into 
Lake Jackson.

In making a motion to approve the 
project, Councilman Tom Dettman 
said, that he discussed it with Fields 
that morning and he is satisfied with 
it.

Council approved the project, quot-
ed from Excavation Point at $43,097, 
by a 4-0 vote. Councilman Lenard 
Carlisle was absent from the meeting.
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