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AdventHealth Fieldhouse 
grand opening Saturday
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

Staff Writer

WINTER HAVEN – The grand opening 
and ribbon cutting for the newly constructed 
— and recently renamed — AdventHealth 
Fieldhouse at Chain of Lakes Park is to be held 
Saturday, Jan. 4, starting at 10:30 a.m.

Area residents will be able to check out the 
$25 million Fieldhouse, as well as renovations 
to some of the previously existing facilities at 
the location. 

The AdventHealth Fieldhouse includes a 
58,400 square-foot multi-use gymnasium with 

six basketball courts, 12 volleyball courts, a 
fitness center and a second floor concourse 
with a track.

The AdventHealth Fieldhouse will serve as 
the practice facility for the Lakeland Magic, 
which is the NBA G League affiliate of the 
Orlando Magic, hosting Lakeland Magic home 
practices and several team related events.

Additionally, Polk County Sports Marketing 
has already scheduled more than 40 events at 
the facility, where gymnastics, cheerleading, 
basketball and volleyball tournaments will be 
held bringing parents and athletes to Winter 
Haven — where local officials hope they will 
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POLK COUNTY — It’s time for Polk 
residents to stand up and be counted — 
or, at least, it will be this spring when the 
2020 U.S. Census is taken.  

At stake are millions of federal dollars, 
how Polk is represented in Congress and, 
in many cases, where boundary lines are 
drawn for local elections.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o u n t y ’s 
Comprehensive Planning Administrator, 
Chandra Bennett, and Polk Vision’s 
leader, Kim Long, the census process isn’t 
complicated but does require substantial 
effort on both the local and federal levels. 

The county has partnered with Polk 
Vision to lead the way for an accurate 
count, said Bennett.

The women recently briefed the Polk 
Board of County Commissioners on plans 
for Polk’s census to accurately determine 
exactly how many people actually live 
in Polk County, where they live, and 
other bits of information that will help 
determine what kinds and how much 
federal help will ultimately flow into the 
county.

While the actual count doesn’t start for 
several months, Bennett and Long have 
been working with agencies across the 
county to establish committees to help get 
the census message across, especially in a 
number of the county’s more rural areas, 
the women explained.

According to the briefing, some 
areas that are historically hard to get 
good numbers from include around 
Davenport, south of Haines City, east of 
Lake Hamilton and northeast of Dundee. 

Polk officials 
preparing for 

2020 U.S. Census
By CATHY PALMER
Contributing Writer
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The AdventHealth Fieldhouse at Chain of Lakes Park is nearly ready to meet the public during its grand opening and 
ribbon cutting Jan. 4.

Restaurant 
renovation
The Golden Corral 

restaurant in Winter 

Haven is getting a facelift.
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Amazon driver 
arrested
A delivery driver for 

Amazon was arrested 

by Polk County Sheriff ’s 

Office detectives for 

stealing a package he 

delivered near Davenport.
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Athlete of the Week
Ray Kinzy leads Bartow 

High's boys soccer team 

with 10 goals and also has 

six assists.
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Year in Review
We look back at some 

of the big stories and 

deaths from 2019.
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Come See Why We Were Voted Best Apartment Community!

For more information, please contact Tami at  844-383-5681 or rentnow@myfountainplacehome.com 

1350 N Wilson Ave., Bartow
FL 83830 •(844) 383-5681 

www.myfountainplacehome.com


