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A Special THANK YOU
to all Essential Businesses & Employees...

Lic # EF0000229 

CENTRAL SECURITY

&

ELECTRONICS

863-465-3352   
863-382-3662

centralsec.com

Those 
Who Are:
• Producing Products

• Delivering Stock

• Stocking Shelves

• Cashiers 

• Sanitation Workers

• Supplying Our:  

   fuel, electricity,  

   internet, television,  

   newspapers & radio

• Nurses & Doctors

• Health Care Workers

• Fire Fighters

• Law Enforcement

• Office Workers

• Pastors + Church Staff

• Assisted Living Staff

• EMT’s & Paramedics

• Auto Workers

• Bank Employees

• There Are So Many

          To Thank...

All of you who are  social distancing and comforting those in need, 
YOU are Appreciated! We are Blessed because of you!

~ The Staff at Central Security Thank You! ~

As a Fire & Security Alarm Installation & Maintenance Company, Central Security

is categorized as an essential business per the Department of Homeland Security.  

As always, but especially during Covid-19, we are here for you. Our commitment 

to safety and security remains strong during this pandemic because we know it’s 

an important time to be safe.

Please know we are operating in a safe and responsible manner and adhering to 

all State and Federal guidelines. We have emergency preparedness plans in place 

to ensure continuous coverage for our customers. 

We’re here for you every step of the way, 
helping you stay protected 24/7.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Sebring 
City Council will review the 
city’s fi re assessment rates at 
today’s council meeting as the 
Government Services Group 
gathers information for the 
annual maintenance of the 
city’s fi re services assessment 
program.

In the council meeting agen-
da, City Administrator Scott 

Noethlich stated Government 
Services Group is starting the 
process to implement the Fire 
Assessment for 2020-21 fi scal 
year.

He noted that for the current 
fi scal year (2019-20), council 
raised the rate to 19.7% of 
the maximum allowed with a 
cap of 25% of the maximum 
allowed.

The current annual residen-
tial fi re assessment rate is $80 

per dwelling. At the maximum 
25%, the residential rate would 
be $101 per dwelling.

The following are the current 
non-residential rates per 
square foot: commercial — .03 
cents; industrial/warehouse — 
.01 cents; institutional — .04 
cents and nursing homes .27 
cents.

At the maximum 25% rate, 
the non-residential rates 
per square foot would be: 

commercial — .04 cents; 
industrial/warehouse — .01 
cents; institutional — .05 cents 
and nursing homes — 33 cent.

The current rate per parcel 
for land is $7. At the 25% rate, 
the annual rate per parcel of 
land would be $8.

Noethlich noted that the 
City Council has three options:

• Keep fi re assessment rates 
the same at the current 19.7% 
of the maximum level for fi scal 

year 2020-21. Using this rate, 
the city anticipates collecting 
approximately $554,200 in fi re 
assessment revenue.

• Adjust the rates somewhere 
between the current 19. 7% 
and the 25% cap.

• Some other option ap-
proved by council.

The Sebring City Council 
meets at 6 p.m. today in 
council chambers at City Hall, 
368 S. Commerce Ave.

Sebring council to review fire assessment rates

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — With one new case over 
the weekend, on Sunday, the Highlands 
County total number of COVID-19 case-
son Monday is now 87 with a statewide 
total of 36,897. In Florida, after 721 new 
cases on Friday and 641 new virus cases 
on Saturday, the number of new cases 
increased to 819 on Sunday.

During the pandemic there has been 
31 hospitalizations in Highlands County 
and 7 deaths attributed to COVID-19.

The positive cases in Highlands 
include 45 male and 41 female within 
an age rage of 0 to 85+ with a median 
age of 56. The demographic information 
from the Florida Department of Health 
sometimes does not include informa-
tion from the latest case or cases.

The age range in Highlands with the 
highest number of cases is 55-64 with 
18 cases.

The number of cases by municipality, 
according to zip code, is 41 in Sebring, 
29 in Avon Park, 11 in Lake Placid and 3 
in Venus.

According to the Agency for Health 
Care Administration, there are 12 ICU 
beds still available in Highlands Count 
as of Monday afternoon.

Of the 1,399 deaths in the state of 
Florida, 497, or 35.5% of those have 
been deaths of residents or staff 
members of long-term care facilities, 
according to News Service of Florida. 
Highlands County has had 2 positive 
cases related to assisted living facili-
ties — a resident at Sunny Hills and an 
employee at The Palms of Sebring.

News Service of Florida reports that 
83% of the deaths in Florida involve 
people 65 or older, 60% involve people 
75 or older and 2.8% involve people 
under the age of 45.

The deaths reported from a Sunday 
count were originally tested in 
Broward, Collier, Miami-Dade, Duval, 
Hillsborough, Lee, Leon, Pinellas, St. 
Lucie and Walton counties.

The number of cases in Hendry 
County (with less than half the popu-
lation of Highlands) increased by 27 in 
the past four days to a total of 111 with 
27 hospitalized, with four deaths.

In Highlands, 1,337 have been tested 

One new 
weekend virus 

case in Highlands

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — 
The Sebring 
Public Library, 
Avon Park 
Library and 
Lake Placid 
Memorial 
Library 
comprise the 
Heartland 
Library 
Cooperative. They closed down for a 
period of time like most other busi-
nesses in the county but have recently 
begun to open — sort of.

Since Friday, the libraries have 
offered services curbside. The service 
works by simply parking in a desig-
nated spot in the lot. Call the posted 
phone number and ask the librarian for 
the materials you would like to check 
out. Remain in the car while waiting 
for the librarian to deliver the checked 
out materials to the trunk of the car or 
on a tray. These services are available 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays.

Outside book drops have opened 
from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Fridays 
and Saturdays at all three locations.

Don’t have a library card? No prob-
lem. The Highlands County Library 
System is offering temporary virtual 
library cards for fi rst-time users. New 
lenders must be at least 18 years old 
and have an identifi cation with a photo, 
address and contact information. The 
cards will expire six months from the 

Libraries now 
open for curb 

service
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Patti Randall at the Avon Park Public Library.
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By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING – Highlands 
County Habitat for Humanity’s 
ReStore thrift shop is taking 
lemons and making lemonade 
while they are closed for the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
ReStore will be opening with a 
refreshed look.

The organization decided 
to do a couple of necessary 
projects while the store was 
closed.

“The ReStore closed at noon 
on Wednesday, March 18th 
so that we could do our part 
to help curb the spread of 
COVID-19,” Executive Director 
Sarah Creekmore said. “The 
fl ooring project was originally 

slated for the week of May 25th. 
However, since the ReStore is 
already closed, it made sense to 
start the work early.”

The fl oor was old and was 
becoming a safety concern, she 
said.

“Thanks to lots and lots of 
much appreciated foot traffi c 
and from moving furniture 
across the fl ooring over the 
years, it was really starting to 
show its age” Creekmore said. 
“The majority of the fl oor was 
VCT tile and carpet. It served 
us well, but there were areas 
of concern where the tile was 
breaking down and becoming 
uneven throughout the store. 
We’ve done several patch jobs 
here and there over the years, 
but it’s gotten to the point 

where a full replacement was 
the only way to go. Our board 
of directors wanted to make 
the investment in the building 
so that we could continue a 
safe and happy ReStore expe-
rience for all. With that, we are 
replacing the existing fl ooring 
with a cement based self-level-
ing fl oor, similar to what you’d 
see at a big-box store. We’ve 
contracted with Griffi n’s Carpet 
Mart to complete the work.”

Creekmore said the non-prof-
it acquired the building in 
2001 and opened for business 
in 2002. Creekmore said her 
board is looking to add future 
upgrades as well.

“In addition to new fl oors, 

Habitat for Humanity ReStore will reopen with a fresh look

COURTESY PHOTO

Two volunteers are standing in the furniture showroom at Highlands County 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore in Sebring. Where they are standing will be a 
smooth cement fl oor soon after getting rid of the old fl ooring.
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