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Hot toys
Must-have 
toys for this 

holiday season
By ROBERT MILLER

NEWS CLERK

Thanksgiving has come and gone. 
The leftovers are in the fridge and the 
focus now turns to Christmas. Stores 
filled their Black Friday ads with deals 
to get shoppers in the door and open-
ing their wallets. But the deals don’t 
stop on Friday. For the next few weeks, 
stores will be running sales and special 
buys on all the most sought after items 
for Christmas.

When it comes to your shopping list, 
it can be tough getting the perfect gift 
for the younger ones on your list. The 
hot toys of the season change year to 
year and if you’re buying for someone 
else’s children, it becomes even harder 
when you don’t know what to get 
them.

For those looking for the perfect gift 
for the little ones this holiday season, 
cute and collectible are this year’s 
buzzwords, and finding the perfect toy 
that also allows the child to interact 
and use their imagination. We have 
found some of the must-have toys for 
2019 so you can be prepared going 
into Cyber Monday.

Spin Master’s Owleez can light up, 
make cool sounds and learn to fly. 
Their eyes changes colors letting you 
know when they are happy, sad or 
even hungry. Owleez respond to your 
touch and when happy they actually 
fly into the air.

Another Spin Master favorite 
this year is the Hatching Toothless 
Interactive Baby Dragon. The mak-
ers of Hatchimals have brought the 
hatching concept to “How to Train 
A Dragon.” In the egg, tap him and 
shake him to get him agitated enough 
to break out of his egg. Once out, he 
can light up and play games like Hot 
Potato and a trivia game.

For the builder on the list, Lego 
always puts out a few new sets during 
the holidays. This year’s new sets 
include the Lego Star Wars: AT-ST 
Raider and the Lego Hidden Side 
Graveyard Mystery. The AT-ST Raider 
sees you build an AT-ST from the 
Disney+ show “The Mandalorian” 
complete with firing missiles and four 
minifigures.

The Lego Hidden Side Graveyard 
Mystery pairs Lego with augmented 
reality (AR). Once the set is built, the 
builder must use an AR app to find 
the “hidden side” and see ghosts, play 
games and solve the mystery.

For the more traditional builder, 
Lego has also released the Lego Mars 
Research Shuttle set. The set sees 
you building a research shuttle and a 
Mars rover. The set also includes two 
astronaut minifigures.

Those who are still caught up in 
the “Baby Shark” craze may want 
to consider WowWee’s Baby Shark 
Fingerlings. Move the fingerling in a 
wave pattern and he will splash and 
sing the song, you can blow kisses at 
him to get a reaction with lights or put 
him close to your cheek to get kisses 
from Baby Shark.

For the teenagers on your list, 
Nintendo recently released a smaller 
(and cheaper) version of their Switch 
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The new Lego Star Wars set features characters from “The Mandalorian” TV show from Disney+ 
streaming service.
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Owleez make cool sounds, light up and can 
learn to fly.
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Shoppers wait in line during Thursday night’s 
Black Friday sale at the Avon Park Walmart.

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Fire crews responded Friday night to 
fire at a vacant warehouse on U.S. 27 north of Sebring.

Around 10 p.m., Highlands County Fire Rescue 
units from West Sebring Volunteer Fire Department 
stations 9 and 10 and Highlands Lakes Volunteer Fire 
Department stations 1 and 2 along with Battalion 1 
and EMS responded to the fire, at 5130 US 27 North, 
Sebring on the east side of the highway north of 
Tanglewood.

According to Highlands County Fire Rescue, Crews 

found office area of the vacant warehouse fully in-
volved in fire. Crews were able to quickly knock down 
the fire. There were no injuries.

The cause is under investigation by the State Fire 
Marshal.

Several northbound lanes of U.S. 27 were briefly 
closed and all traffic lanes were open shortly before 
midnight.

The 5,000 square-foot prefinished metal structure, 
built in 1976, incurred storm damage in 2018, ac-
cording the Highlands County Property Appraiser’s 
website. The owner is listed as Palmer Patricia E. 
Payne Trust.

Fire strikes vacant warehouse
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A warehouse at 5130 U.S. 27 N is engulfed in flames Friday 
evening.
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TALLAHASSEE — Leaders of the 
Florida Republican and Democratic 

parties don’t agree on 
much.

But they — along with 
Attorney General Ashley 
Moody — are united on 
one thing: They want to 
scuttle a proposed consti-
tutional amendment that 
would overhaul Florida’s 
primary-election system.
The Florida Supreme 

Court on Tuesday will hear 
arguments about whether it should clear 
the way for the proposal to go on the 
November 2020 ballot. The Supreme 
Court’s consideration of the issue is 
critical, because backers of the proposed 
amendment have submitted enough 
valid petition signatures to reach the 
ballot.

Under the proposal, spearheaded by 
the political committee All Voters Vote, 
registered voters would be able to cast 
ballots in primaries regardless of political 
affiliation. The two candidates getting 
the most votes in each primary would 
advance to the general election. Florida 
currently has a “closed” primary system, 
which limits primaries to voters regis-
tered with parties.

The Supreme Court reviews proposed 
ballot wording to determine whether 
it meets legal tests, such as not being 
misleading to voters.

Moody and the state parties have 
argued that the proposed wording of 
the All Voters Vote measure would not 
adequately explain the ramifications of 
the amendment.

“Voters considering whether to adopt 
such a radical change to Florida’s election 
process are entitled to a ballot summary 
that clearly and unambiguously de-
scribes the choice before them and is not 
misleading,” attorneys for the Republican 
Party wrote in a brief. “The proposal here 
fails to satisfy this basic — yet critically 
important — legal requirement.”

But attorneys for All Voters Vote dispute 
such arguments.

“The ballot title and summary of the 
All Voters Vote amendment clearly and 
unambiguously inform voters of its 
chief, and sole, purpose: allowing all 
qualified registered voters to vote in 
primary elections for state elective office 
without regard to the party affiliation of 
voters and candidates,” attorneys for the 
committee wrote.

The ballot summary reads, “Allows all 
registered voters to vote in primaries for 
state legislature, governor, and cabinet 
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Looking for a bank with a positive approach? Bank with Heartland as a 
refreshing alternative. We’re here to find solutions for your business! 

ATTITUDE 
IS

EVERYTHING.

ad
no

=0
00
20
87
3


